Sunday, June 29, 2025
3rd Sunday after Pentecost

We have no good apart from God.
That makes Jesus’ call to follow
him an invitation to freedom. This
is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s
fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience.
This is freedom to not be imprisoned by anything that would keep us from the
fullness of the life God has given us. This is the path of life.

WELCOME! We are glad to have you join us in worship today. Here are a few notes
to help you feel more at home participating in our worship.

Worshipping. Today’s service is printed in this bulletin. Parts in bold indicate
responses by everyone in which you are invited to participate.

Communion. Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his
true body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All
baptized Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to
receive the sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available
from the Lector. Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please
come forward as directed by the ushers.

Coffee Hour. We hope that you will join us for coffee and conversation in the lobby
following the worship service.

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

270 South Broadway | Hicksville NY 11801
Church Office: Monday - Friday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Church Office: 516.931.0710
Barbara Barcavage, Church Council President (email ststephenstreasurerl@gmail.com)
Kate Lenzo, Parish Administrator (email office@ststephenshicksville.com)
Church Website www.ststephenshicksville.com
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StStephensHicksvilleNY
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+ GATHERING +

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Pause for silent reflection.

P Most merciful God, C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of =+ Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. C Amen.
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GATHERING SONG: Lead Me, Guide Me (ELW 768)
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. C And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray. Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you
favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving
behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. C Amen.

+ WORD +

FIRST READING - 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21
A reading from 1 Kings.

" Then the Lorp said to [Elijah], “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. '° Also you
shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of
Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.

" So he set out from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There
were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by
him and threw his mantle over him. °’ He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let
me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him,
“Go back again, for what have I done to you?” *' He returned from following him, took
the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled
their flesh and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah
and became his servant.

...The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
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PSALM - Psalm 16
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I  have set the LorD al-ways be - fore me.

Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you;
I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other.”
2 All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land,
upon those who are noble a- | mong the people.
But those who run after | other gods
shall have their troubles | multiplied.
*I will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods,
never take their names up- | on my lips. R
>0 Lord, you are my portion | and my cup;
it is you who up- | hold my lot.
My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land;
indeed, I have a | rich inheritance.
’T will bless the Lord who | gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night | after night.
®T have set the Lord al- | ways before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be shaken. R
"My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices;
my body also shall | rest in hope.
Y For you will not abandon me | to the grave,
nor let your holy one | see the pit.
"You will show me the | path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures
for- | evermore. R

SECOND READING - Galatians 5:1, 13-25

A reading from Galatians.

' For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a
yoke of slavery.
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" For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters, only do not use your freedom as
an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become enslaved to one another.
For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” '” If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you
are not consumed by one another.

'“Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. '’ For what the
flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh,
for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. '* But if
you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. '’ Now the works of the flesh are
obvious: sexual immorality, impurity, debauchery, *’ idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife,
jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, *' envy, drunkenness, carousing, and
things like these. I am warning you, as [ warned you before: those who do such things
will not inherit the kingdom of God.

**By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, * gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. ** And
those who belong to Christ have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. * If we
live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.

...The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL - Luke 9:51-62
P The holy gospel according to Luke. C Glory to you, O Lord.

P °' When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to
Jerusalem. °” And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village
of the Samaritans to prepare for his arrival, * but they did not receive him because his
face was set toward Jerusalem. ~* When his disciples James and John saw this, they said,
“Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume
them?” *” But he turned and rebuked them. *° Then they went on to another village.

°7 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.” ** And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” *” To another he said, “Follow
me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” *’ And Jesus said to him,
“Let the dead bury their own dead, but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of
God.” °' Another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at
my home.” * And Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks
back is fit for the kingdom of God.”
...The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793)
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APOSTLES’ CREED
A  With the whole Church, we confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of
the church, the world, and all creation.

A Guide your church, O God. Anoint us for service and make us messengers of your
peace. Emboldened by the witness of Christians throughout history, send us to proclaim
your reign come near. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

A Protect this world, O God. Watch over fields and fruit trees, foxes and birds, the
pleasant land beneath us and the sun and moon above. Keep us mindful of the rich
inheritance you have given us in the natural world. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

A Counsel our leaders, O God. Make them steadfast in seeking justice and unable to be
shaken as they pursue peace. Lead them by your Spirit to listen and respond to the
people they govern. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

A Uphold all who suffer, O God. Give refuge to those of us who know rejection, and
shelter to those of us who have nowhere to lay our heads. Bring any who are sick into
your healing presence. Give all your fullness of joy. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

A Set free this assembly, O God. Grow your Spirit’s fruits within us and within our
congregation’s ministries. Set our faces always on you, that we might live in the
freedom to which you have called us. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

A Embrace all your saints, O God. We thank you for the faithful departed. Let us
rejoice that you do not abandon us to the grave but lead us on the path of life. God of
grace, C hear our prayer.

A Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.
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PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you.
P Let us offer each other a sign of peace.

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS WEEK'S BIRTHDAYS
Hilda Jordan (July 3rd)

BIRTHDAY SONG

He who began a good work in you (2x)

Will be faithful to complete it (Clap 3x)

Will be faithful to complete it (Clap 3x)

He who started the work will be faithful to complete it in you!
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+ MEAL +

OFFERING SONG: Spirit, Open My Heart (ACS 1043)
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deed, may my liv - ing bring you glo - ry.
day, love will be my fin - est la - bor.
OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth
and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,
that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. C Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

P The Lord be with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

C And also with you.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you we
worship and adore.

You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you created fire for
warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded us in your image, and
with mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the
Israelites and cherished them as your own.

That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit, you called to
us through the life and death of Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:
C Christ has died. Christis risen.  Christ will come again.

P With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new creation.

We remember his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection, which renews the

face of the earth. We await his coming, when, with the world made perfect through your
wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no more. C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send upon us and this
meal your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love.
Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit,
that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world.

C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

P Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received the cry
of the needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and bound to you in
love, we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory and honor is
yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever.
C Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
C Thanks be to God.

LAMB OF GOD
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: Lord of Light (ELW 688)
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Letus pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. C Amen.
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+ SENDING +

BLESSING
P The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. C Amen.

P The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. C Amen.

P The God of all grace + bless you now and forever. C Amen.

SENDING SONG: Precious Lord, Take My Hand (ELW 773)
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1 Pre-cious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand,
2 Whenmy way grows. . drear, pre-cious Lord, lin-ger near,
3 When the dark - ness ap - pears and the night draws. . near,
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Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light.

hear  my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I  fall.
at the riv - er I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand.
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Take my  hand, pre-cious Lord, lead me home.
DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C Thanks be to God.
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Upcoming Commemorations

Peter and Paul, Apostles

Sunday, June 29, 2025

These two strong-willed apostles are the pillars of the church in the first generation after
Christ. Peter was one of the Twelve, one who both offered a glorious confession of faith
and later denied knowing Jesus. Paul once led the persecution of Christians, then was
converted and helped bring the faith to non-Jewish people.

Catherine Winkworth, died 1878; John Mason Neale, died 1866; hymn translators
Tuesday, July 1, 2025

Neale was an English priest who specialized in the translation of Latin and Greek hymns
into English. Winkworth lived in Manchester, England, and devoted herself to translat-
ing German hymns. Almost all English-speaking hymnals include many of their transla-
tions.

Thomas, Apostle

Thursday, July 3, 2025

Though frequently remembered as "doubting Thomas," this apostle also demonstrated a
willingness to suffer and die with Jesus (John 11:16), and finally claimed the risen
Christ as "my Lord and my God!" By tradition, he later worked as a missionary in India.
Long commemorated on December 21, Thomas's celebration is moved to July 3 in
agreement with ecumenical calendars.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Announcements for the week of
June 29, 2025

Sanctuary Lamp Candle for June is given to the glory of God and in loving
memory of Jean Ebersberger by her family.
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Hilda Jordan - July 3rd

~ Summer Bible Study: Topics in Christian Faith — June 23 — July 21

Week 2 (6/30/25) — Baptism: How did our understanding of baptism grow and develop?
Week 3 (7/7/25)— Eucharist: What does it mean to share the Body of Christ?

Week 4 (7/14/25) — The Bible: How do various Christians read the bible?

Week 5 (7/21/25) — Ministry in the Church: How has our perspective grown and
changed?

Time: 7:00 PM

Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81472605069?pwd=T2cwSyxKb0OADuuRnyEtMmSIQafj4lg.1
Meeting ID: 814 7260 5069

Passcode: 725931

~ Pledge Reminder: As we approach the end of another church year, we give
thanks for your faithful support of St. Stephen’s mission and ministries. Please take
time to reflect and pray about your pledge for the coming year. Please return pledge
cards by Friday, July 18 (if not attending in person) or may be brought to Commit-
ment Sunday on July 20, followed by worship and Coffee Hour. Even a small increase
can make a big difference. Thank you for being part of this community of faith and
service.

~ Coffee Hour Sign-up Sheet for April - December is available in the Narthex.
Please consider hosting a coffee hour by suppling refreshments and/or serving.

"Get Your Ice-Cold Drinks Here" A reminder that we offer a cold drink in the sum-
mer at our coffee hour. Please sign up for a Sunday and bring a refreshing container of
ice tea or lemonade for our table. And MANY THANKS to ALL who have brought
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~ A chart on the lobby bulletin board allows us to designate weekly Sunday ser-
vice altar flowers or the monthly sanctuary lamp candle as special memorial/in honor
of gifts. Use the envelopes provided to forward the gift ($25.00 for flowers; $15.00 for
candle). Be sure to include information concerning who is being honored/
memorialized by your gift as well as your name, address and telephone number. You
may also contact the church office at 516.931.0710.

~ From the Altar Guild: Our numbers are few; and the Guild would welcome
your assistance. We are a small assembly dedicated to arranging the sanctuary for the
Sunday services of Holy Communion, festive worship services, and the Services of
Word and Light. Don’t feel overwhelmed with what you see as our worship space
changes with each season or with the task to be done. The work is done as a team of
two or with the entire Altar Guild when necessary, and on occasion with assistance
from the Property Committee. It is a labor of love and service to the Lord, a small but
important charge. If you are interested, even if you just have questions, you can speak
with Lauren, Bill, Beth, or Jane.

At The Movies!

NO WAY TO TREAT A LADY
Sunday June 29th | 3:00 pm

ROD ~ LEE GEORGE
STEIGER -REMICK : SEGAL

Pastor’s Lounge

Rod Steiger (of Dr. Zhivago, Oklahoma and
In The Heat of the Night), Lee Remick and
George Segal. Full of surprises, this flick is one of my favor-

ites. If you're not 100% satisfied, I'll return your money in
full ... ha ha!

Please sign up: call Maureen 938-7706 or email
mozieob@gmail.com

~ Summer Announcement: Beginning with the July 6th bulletin, our announcements
will be shortened and our prayer list will begin anew. If you’ve put someone on our pray-
er list and would like them to remain going forward, please email or call the office
(516.931.0710) and let us know.
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PARISH CALENDAR THIS WEEK (June 29th - July 6th)

DAY EVENT TIME

Sunday, June 29th 3rd Sunday after Pentecost | Holy Communion 9:00 am
HSS Yoga 10:00 am

Tuesday, July st Back to Basics 7:00 pm

Wednesday, July 2nd | N.A. 7:00 pm

Friday July 4th Office Closed

Sunday, July 6th 4th Sunday after Pentecost | Holy Communion 9:00 am

SERVING AT WORSHIP TODAY

Sunday, 9:00 AM

ASSISTING MINISTER: Jane Ebersberger
LECTOR: Bill Artus
ACOLYTE: Gavin Barone
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Mason Griffin
USHERS: Rick Mosebach
GREETER: Lynn Browning
AUDIO/VISUAL: Tyler LaVorgna
ALTAR GUILD:

Sunday June 29, 2025
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PARISH PRAYER LIST

If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name
added to the Prayer List, please call the office. Please remember to keep the
office updated.

PRAY FOR OUR CONGREGATION

Dottie Eberhardt
Richard Engert
John Parrett
[lona Riggers

Lenny Schiliro
Ilse Zeeck
Friends and Family of Pastor Ron Klose

PRAY FOR OUR FAMILIES
Vinny Aiello (husband of Laureen Aiello)

Fred Barrell (brother-in-law of Paul and Susan Portz)
Ann Bruno (aunt of Laureen Aiello)

Joe DiSalvo (cousin of Maureen O’Brien)

James Ebersberger (brother of Jane Ebersberger)

Jim Fritz (cousin of Lauren Artus and John Langbehn)
Vicki Maurer (daughter-in-law of Nan and Bob Maurer)
John Peck (nephew of Christel LaVorgna)

Tom Portz (brother of Paul Portz)

Jean Riolo (mother of Christine Carlson)

William Stanton (cousin of Kellie Barone)

PRAY FOR OUR FRIENDS
Alice Brahs (friend of Maureen O’Brien)

Angela Capo (friend of Laureen Aiello)

Cheryl Glasini (friend of the Ahlers-Pendas family)

John Judge (friend of Jane Ebersberger)

Ellen Motoi (friend of Maureen O’Brien)

Betty, John & Mary Beth Ott (friends of Jane Ebersberger)
Martina Schmid (former member of the congregation)
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