Sunday, July 20, 2025

6™ Sunday after Pentecost

Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” God
urges the faithful, again and again, to “listen up!”—
to heed the word that gives life. So it was with
Abraham and Sarah, Mary and Martha, and the early
church at Colossae. So it is today as we join the
assembly to hear the word of God, the word of life.

WELCOME! We are glad to have you join us in worship today. Here are a few notes to
help you feel more at home participating in our worship.

Worshipping. Today’s service is printed in this bulletin. Parts in bold indicate
responses by everyone in which you are invited to participate.

Communion. Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his
true body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All
baptized Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to
receive the sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available
from the Lector. Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please
come forward as directed by the ushers.

Coffee Hour. We hope that you will join us for coffee and conversation in the lobby
following the worship service.

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
270 South Broadway | Hicksville NY 11801
Church Office: Monday - Friday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Church Office: 516.931.0710
Barbara Barcavage, Church Council President (email ststephenstreasurerl@gmail.com)
Kate Lenzo, Parish Administrator (email office@ststephenshicksville.com)
Church Website www.ststephenshicksville.com
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Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StStephensHicksvilleNY

+ GATHERING +
PRELUDE

RINGING OF THE BELL

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.
C Amen.

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Pause for silent reflection.

P Most merciful God, C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ++ Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. C Amen.
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GATHERING SONG:
Let Us Go Now to the Banquet: Vamos todos al banquete (ELW 523)

Refrain/ Estribillo
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GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. C And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Sunday July 20, 2025




P Let us pray. Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our
guest. Amid the cares of our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may
treasure your word above all else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C Amen.

+ WORD +

FIRST READING: Genesis 18:1-10a
A reading from Genesis.

' The LorD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his
tent in the heat of the day. ? He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he
saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground.
He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. * Let a little
water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. ° Let me bring a
little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you
have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” ® And Abraham
hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice
flour, knead it, and make cakes.” ' Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and
good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. ° Then he took curds and
milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under
the tree while they ate.

° They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.”
% Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall

have a son.”
...The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 15
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LorD,who may a -bide up-on your ho - ly hill?

' Lorb, who may dwell in your ! tabernacle? Who may abide upon your ! holy hill?

> Those who lead a blameless life and do ! what is right, who speak the truth | from
their heart; R

“they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; they do not cast
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discredit up- ! on a neighbor.

“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who ! fear the LoRb.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take ! back their word.

° They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the
innocent. Those who do these things shall never be ! overthrown. R

SECOND READING: Colossians 1:15-28
A reading from Colossians.

°[Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;'® for in him
all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and
for him. *" He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. ‘* He is the
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he
might come to have first place in everything. ° For in him all the fullness of God was
pleased to dwell, °° and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.

1 And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, ?* he has
now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless
and irreproachable before him—2° provided that you continue securely established and
steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you
heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a
servant of this gospel.

T am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing
what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. *°I
became its servant according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make
the word of God fully known, ?° the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and
generations but has now been revealed to his saints. ?’ To them God chose to make
known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory. # 1t is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and
teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ.
...The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 10:38-42

P The holy gospel according to Luke. C Glory to you, O Lord.

*Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain village, where
a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. *° She had a sister named Mary,
who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. “° But Martha was
distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that
my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” ** But the
Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things;

“? there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken
away from her.”

... The gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY Soon And Very Soon (ELW 439)
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NICENE CREED

A With the whole Church, we confess our faith.

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and
pray for the needs of the world.

A Inspire your church, like Sarah and Mary, to listen with eager longing for your words
of life. Equip biblical interpreters and teachers with faithful discernment, that your word
may be more fully known. God of grace, = C hear our prayer.

A Every creature under heaven has been promised the hope of the gospel. From that
promise, generate in humankind an eagerness to protect and care for creation. Bring
healing to the earth with your words of life. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

A Peel away the distractions, worries, and fears of all who govern the nations of the
world. May your word of love and life dispel all other voices. Provide gracious
hospitality in places where hostile forces hold sway. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

A Speak your word of comfort to any who suffer pain, illness, grief, depression, or

despair. Bring honor to any who experience slander and evil intent or are discredited by
others. God of grace, C hear our prayer.
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A Enliven and uphold all siblings in Christ who strive to provide hospitality and safe
spaces where everyone, without exception, can receive and be transformed by your word
of life. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

A For Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, Mary, Martha, and all the saints who attended to your
word, we give thanks. Open our ears to your voice until that day when we realize the
promise of the gospel with all creation. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

A Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of
Jesus Christ. C Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you.
P Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

+ MEAL +

OFFERING SONG: Making Their Way (ACS 979)
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OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that
all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. C Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
P The Lord be with you. C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts. C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

P Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
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church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending

hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the
majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to
accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes. C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks
to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully
to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us,
your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in
the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and,
receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given
our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church,
now and forever. C Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. C Thanks be to God.

LAMB OF GOD

Sunday July 20, 2025 13



F AW ﬁ I 4 | [ 7] ™ | I I i— | (7] |
(o W — N — — — = —x
y r ¢ >
Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the world; have
Q ﬂllTl [ —— | o |
y Wi I — I : YR N R N F—
‘9 T I ! | | N m—ar p= -
mer -cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the
Q #u# — =~
y 4R IV — I — I — oY I — !
O Tt T . . e
3 g e Tg
world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
Q ﬂ # K I
/it 7 d—— L Y —
Wy | ry = A | I I
\\aP, ! ¢ ! ! | #—H"—i r E——
J I | |
world; grant us peace, grant peace, Lamb of God.
Sunday July 20, 2025 14



SONG DURING COMMUNION: Blest Are They (ELW 728)
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Lord. C Amen.

+ SENDING +

BLESSING
P The God of steadfastness and encouragement
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.

grant you to live in harmony with one
C Amen.

P The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. C Amen.

P The God of all grace + bless you now and forever. C Amen.

SENDING SONG: You Are the Way (ELW 758)
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4 You are the way, the truth,the life; grant us that way to  know,
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all  those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
you on - ly can in- form the mind and pu - ri - fy the heart.
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.
DISMISSAL

P Go in peace. Share the good news. C Thanks be to God.
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Upcoming Commemorations

Mary Magdalene, Apostle

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Sometimes called "the apostle to the apostles™ because she told them of her encounter with the risen
Lord, Mary was a woman of Galilee who followed Jesus throughout his ministry. She was present at
Jesus' crucifixion and his burial.

Birgitta of Sweden, renewer of the church, died 1373

Wednesday, July 23, 2025

Birgitta married at age thirteen and had four daughters. Widowed at age thirty-eight, she gave all that
she owned to the poor, and founded a community of monks and nuns led by a woman. Her work is
continued today by the Society of St. Birgitta.

James, Apostle

Friday, July 25, 2025

James and his brother John were the sons of Zebedee, fishermen by trade before their call from Jesus.
He was the first of the twelve apostles to be martyred, and his death is the only one recorded in scripture
(Acts 12:1-2).

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Announcements for the week of
July 20, 2025

~ Consecration Sunday: We hope you’ll join us after worship for a special breakfast in the
Pastor’s Lounge as we celebrate the generosity of our congregation and bring our pledge drive
to a meaningful close. All are welcome!

~ Pledge Reminder: Although we will gladly receive pledges at any time, it would be most
helpful if you could return your pledge cards as soon as possible by either placing them in the
offering plate or mailing them to the church office. Don’t forget to join us for breakfast in the
Pastor’s Lounge after today’s service. Thank you for supporting St. Stephen’s mission!

~ Offering Statements for the 6 months ending June 30th are available in the Narthex. Please
pick them up as you exit and save us a stamp. Thank you!

~ Calendar Note: Please note that the Church office will be closed from August 7% - August
13™. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

~ Summer Bible Study: Topics in Christian Faith — June 23 — July 21

Week 5 (7/21/25) — Ministry in the Church: How has our perspective grown and changed?
Time: 7:00 PM

Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81472605069?pwd=T2cwSyxKb0OADuuRnyEtMmSIQafj4lg.1
Meeting ID: 814 7260 5069 | Passcode: 725931

~ What’s Your Favorite Hymn? 7}

We’re inviting members of the congregation to submit their favorite hymns.
Submit your hymn choice (and a short note about why you love it, if you'd like)
by via email to office@ststephenshicksville.com, call between 10-2 Mon-Fri at
516.931.0710 or leave us a note in the offering plate. Let’s sing each other’s
songs of faith this summer.

>

-

~ Newsletter Submissions: Share your news, events, photos, or reflections! Send items by the
23rd of each month to tmaurer145@aol.com or call the church office.

~ Altar Guild Needs You: Help prepare our worship space for services. No experience
needed—just a willing heart and a team spirit. Talk to Lauren, Bill, Beth, or Jane to learn more.

~ Coffee Hour Sign-Up: The April-December sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. Please

consider hosting by providing refreshments for a given Sunday. Reminder, we offer a cold
drink in the summer at our coffee hour!
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~ Altar Flowers & Sanctuary Candle: Dedicate Sunday altar flowers ($25) or the monthly
sanctuary candle ($15) in honor/memory of a loved one. Use the envelopes provided or contact
the church office (516.931.0710).

~ Back To School: You can help a child in need this school year through the New LIFE
Center — Long Island by donating any of the school supplies listed below. Many children do not
have the basic supplies necessary for beginning their school year and your donation will help a
child start their year off right! Please drop off items in the bin in the lobby by Sunday
August 379,

v" Sturdy Backpacks *must be able to fit a v Mechanical Pencils
laptop v" Pencil Sharpeners

v' 2 inch 3 Ring Binders & Subject Dividers  v" Pencil Boxes

v" Loose Leaf Paper-College & Wide ruled v’ Erasers

v Composition Notebooks v" Glue Sticks-Small & Jumbo size
v’ Spiral Notebooks v Rulers

v Plastic 2 Pocket Folders v' Scissors-Child Safety Size

v" Colored Pencils v" Index Cards

v Box of Colored Markers v Post It Notes-3"x3” & 1 ¥27x1 '4”
v’ Black & Blue Pens v Highlighters

~ From The Office: If anyone has any pictures of Church events, Kate would love to start
posting those types of things/happenings on our social media platforms (Facebook and
Instagram). She will of course send the posts to you for approval before putting them out
publicly! Feel free to email them to office(@ststephenshicksville.com

Parish Calendar This Week (July 13th - July 19th)

Day Event Time

Sunday, July 20th 6th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am
HSS Yoga 10:00 am

Tuesday, July 22nd Back to Basics 7:00 pm

Wednesday, July 23rd | N.A. 7:00 pm

Sunday, July 27th 7th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am

Serving At Worship Today
Sunday, 9:00 AM

Assisting Minister:  Christine Goetzger-Sedlak

Lector: Bill Artus
Acolyte: Gavin Barone
Music Director: Mason Griffin
Ushers: Kevin Barcavage
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Greeter: Lynn Browning

Audio/Visual: Tyler LaVorgna
Altar Guild: Christine Carlson
Parish Prayer List

If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to the
Prayer List, please call the office. Please remember to keep the office updated.

Pray For Our Congregation
Laureen Aiello

Dottie Eberhardt

Richard Engert

John Parrett

Ilona Riggers

Lenny Schiliro

Ilse Zeeck

Friends and Family of Pastor Ron Klose

Pray For OQur Families

Vinny Aiello (husband of Laureen Aiello)

Fred Barrell (brother-in-law of Paul and Susan Portz)
Joe DiSalvo (cousin of Maureen O’Brien)

James Ebersberger (brother of Jane Ebersberger)

Jim Fritz (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn)
Linda Pisano (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn)
Jean Riolo (mother of Christine Carlson)

Pray For Our Friends

Kendra Chandler (friend of Barbara & Kevin Barcavage)
John Judge (friend of Jane Ebersberger)

Shannon Mane (friend of Paul & Susan Portz)

Ellen Motoi (friend of Maureen O’Brien)

Betty, John & Mary Beth Ott (friends of Jane Ebersberger)
Martina Schmid (former member of the congregation)
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