— r Sunday, July 27, 2025

wiiociy and e door 7th Sunday after Pentecost

Wil he openee 1 Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus
and wins the attention of God when Abraham
intercedes for Sodom. The life of the
baptized—to be rooted and built up in Christ
Jesus—is to be nurtured with prayer. God
hears and answers prayer and so strengthens
God’s own. “When I called, you answered me;,
you increased my strength within me.”

WELCOME! We are glad to have you join us in worship today. Here are a few notes to
help you feel more at home participating in our worship.

Worshipping. Today’s service is printed in this bulletin. Parts in bold indicate
responses by everyone in which you are invited to participate.

Communion. Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his
true body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All
baptized Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to
receive the sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available
from the Lector. Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please
come forward as directed by the ushers.

Coffee Hour. We hope that you will join us for coffee and conversation in the lobby
following the worship service.

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

270 South Broadway | Hicksville NY 11801
Church Office: Monday - Friday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Church Office: 516.931.0710
Barbara Barcavage, Church Council President (email ststephenstreasurerl@gmail.com)
Kate Lenzo, Parish Administrator (email office@ststephenshicksville.com)
Church Website www.ststephenshicksville.com
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StStephensHicksvilleNY

+ GATHERING +
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PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELL

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C Amen.

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Pause for silent reflection.

P Most merciful God, C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ++ Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. C Amen.
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GATHERING SONG God Is Here! (ELW 526)
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we, who can - not live with-out you, we a - dore you! We be - lieve!

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. C And also with you.

KYRIE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than
we are to pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us
your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us
those good things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

+ WORD +
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FIRST READING: Genesis 18:20-32
A reading from Genesis.

Y Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how
very grave their sin! I must go down and see whether they have done altogether
according to the outcry that has come to me, and if not, I will know.”

?2So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained
standing before the LORD. “° Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep
away the righteous with the wicked? ** Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city;
will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it?
% Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the
righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do
what is just?” “° And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will
forgive the whole place for their sake.” ?’ Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon
myself to speak to my lord, | who am but dust and ashes. ** Suppose five of the fifty
righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?”” And he said, “I
will not destroy it if | find forty-five there.” *° Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” * Then he said, “Oh,
do not let my lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I
will not do it, if I find thirty there.” ** He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to my
lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not
destroy it.” * Then he said, “Oh, do not let my lord be angry if I speak just once more.
Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.”
...The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: 138:8
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T will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart;
before the gods | will ! sing your praise.
21 will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your
steadfast ! love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- ! bove all things. R
*When I called, you | answered me;
you increased my ! strength within me.
* All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words | of your mouth.
° They will sing of the ways | of the LORD,
that great is the glory | of the LORD.
*The LoRbD is high, yet cares ! for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty | from afar. R
" Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right ! hand shall
save me.
®You will make good your pur- ! pose for me;
O LoRD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works ! of
your hands. R

SECOND READING: Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19]
A reading from Colossians.

® As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to walk in him, " rooted
and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving.

® Watch out that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according to the elemental principles of the world, and not
according to Christ. ° For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, ' and you
have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. ** In him also
you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by the removal of the body of the
flesh in the circumcision of Christ; ** when you were buried with him in baptism, you
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were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the
dead. ** And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God
made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, * erasing the
record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the
cross. *° He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them,
triumphing over them in it.

' Therefore, do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food or drink or of
observing festivals, new moons, or Sabbaths. '’ These are only a shadow of what is to
come, but the body belongs to Christ. ** Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on
self-abasement and worship of angels, initiatory visions, puffed up without cause by a
human way of thinking, *° and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole body,
nourished and held together by its ligaments and tendons, grows with a growth that is
from God.

... The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 11:1-13
P The holy gospel according to Luke. C Glory to you, O Lord.

! [Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said
to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”” So he said to them, “When
you pray, say:
Father, may your name be revered as holy.
May your kingdom come.
®Give us each day our daily bread.
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* And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.”

> And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, ° for a friend of mine has
arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.” * And he answers from within, ‘Do not
bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; |
cannot get up and give you anything.” °I tell you, even though he will not get up and give
him anything out of friendship, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give
him whatever he needs.

?“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock,
and the door will be opened for you. *° For everyone who asks receives, and everyone
who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. ** Is there
anyone among you who, if your child asked for a fish, would give a snake instead of a
fish? *? Or if the child asked for an egg, would give a scorpion? **If you, then, who are
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

... The gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY How Great Thou Art (ELW 856)
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APOSTLES’ CREED
A With the whole Church, we confess our faith.

C 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
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A In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and
pray for the needs of the world.

A Loving God, create in your church a desire for union with you in prayer. Raise up
leaders to teach Christ’s devotion to prayer and model Christ’s way of prayer, until all
people experience prayerful intimacy with you. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

A Reveal to humanity the sacredness of all creation. With the breath of your Spirit,
realign the balances of nature. Grant persistence in prayer and action for the sake of the
earth, our common home. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

A Teach rulers of the earth to sing of your ways, caring for the lowly and having no
preference for the powerful. Direct the heart of every person to seek your will on earth as
in heaven. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

A To all whose prayers are cries for help, give your good gifts, and satisfy their deepest
needs. Gather them to your constant, loving presence, that they may rest in the
confidence of life with you. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

A Center the ministries of this assembly on prayer and service. Guide our relationships
in the wider community, being ready to assist those who seek help. Strengthen feeding,
clothing, and housing ministries and community partnerships. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

A We give thanks for all who have gone before us. May we trust your steadfast love and
continue in hope until we are united with all your saints. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.

A Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of
Jesus Christ. C Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you.
P Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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+ MEAL +

OFFERING SONG: On a Hill Far Away (The Old Rugged Cross)
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OFFERING PRAYER
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P Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that
all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our
Saviorand Lord. C Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
P The Lord be with you. C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts. C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

HOLY HOLY HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
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P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your
reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your

glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise to Israel, the
rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at this
end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for
us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share
with us the great and promised feast. C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in
light. C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

P Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite
them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious
Lord of all. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and
honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. C Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. C Thanks be to God.
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: Give Me Jesus (ELW 770)
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1 In the morn-ing when I rise, in the morn-ing when I rise,
2 Dark . .. mid-night was my cry, dark. . . mid-night was my cry,
3 Just a - bout the break of day, just a - bout the break of day,
4  Oh, ..when I come to die, oh, ... when I come to die,
5 And ..when I want to sing, and ... when I want to sing,
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dark. . . . mid- night was my cry, give me Je - sus.
just a - bout the break of day, give me Je - sus.
oh, ... .when I come to die, give me Je - sus.
and . . . . when I want to sing, give me Je - sus.
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You may have all the rest, give me Je sus.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray. O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body
and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give
ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

+ SENDING +
BLESSING
P The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.  C Amen.

P The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. C Amen.

P The God of all grace + bless you now and forever. C Amen.

SENDING SONG: Sent Forth by God's Blessing (ELW 547)
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give hon - or to Christ and his  name that we bear.
DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Share the good news.
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Johann Sebastian Bach, died 1750; Heinrich Schtz, died 1672; George Frederick
Handel, died 1759; musicians

Monday, July 28, 2025

These three German-born musicians have done much to enrich the life of the church.
Schutz was an early master who focused on settings of biblical texts. Bach wrote over
300 cantatas along with works for organ and instrumental pieces, and has been called the
"“fifth evangelist™ for the way he proclaimed the gospel in music. Handel's great work,
Messiah, is a setting of scriptural texts.

Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany

Tuesday, July 29, 2025

Friends of Jesus, Mary and Martha are remembered for the hospitality of their home that
they offered him—Martha focused on serving their guest, and Mary on listening to him.
Their brother Lazarus was raised from the dead as a sign of the greater resurrection to
come.

Olaf, King of Norway, martyr, died 1030

Tuesday, July 29, 2025

Considered the patron saint of Norway, Olaf went from a life of piracy to becoming
Christian and declaring himself king of Norway. He revised the laws and tried to
administer them fairly. Driven from Norway in a rebellion, he was killed in battle trying
to regain his kingdom.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Announcements for the week of
July 27, 2025

Altar Flowers are given today to the glory of God
and in Memory of her Mother’s Birthday by Joan Hagner

~ Offering Statements for the 6 months ending June 30th are available in the Narthex. Please
pick them up as you exit and save us a stamp. Thank you!

~ What’s Your Favorite Hymn? /)

We’re inviting members of the congregation to submit their favorite hymns. 2 %
Submit your hymn choice (and a short note about why you love it, if you'd like) ~ g*£2* ';’
by via email to office@ststephenshicksville.com, call between 10-2 Mon-Fri at w ]y
516.931.0710 or leave us a note in the offering plate. Let’s sing each other’s
songs of faith this summer.

~ Altar Guild Needs You: Help prepare our worship space for services. No experience
needed—just a willing heart and a team spirit. Talk to Lauren, Bill, Beth, or Jane to learn more.

~ Coffee Hour Sign-Up: The April-December sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. Please
consider hosting by providing refreshments for a given Sunday. Reminder, we offer a cold
drink in the summer at our coffee hour!

~ Altar Flowers & Sanctuary Candle: Dedicate Sunday altar flowers ($25) or the monthly

sanctuary candle ($15) in honor/memory of a loved one. Use the envelopes provided or contact
the church office (516.931.0710).

~ School Supplies Update: We have already started delivering your generous school supply
donations to the New Life Center in Franklin Square. Volunteers are busy filling backpacks
with notebooks, binders, pencils and pens, scissors, glue, and many other items required to get
the new school year off to a good start. Distribution to students continues throughout August, so
it is not too late to contribute. Thank you so much for your participation!

v’ Sturdy Backpacks *must be able to fit a v Mechanical Pencils
laptop v Pencil Sharpeners
v" 2 inch 3 Ring Binders & Subject Dividers v Pencil Boxes
v' Loose Leaf Paper-College & Wide ruled v’ Erasers
v Composition Notebooks v" Glue Sticks-Small & Jumbo size
v" Spiral Notebooks v Rulers
v Plastic 2 Pocket Folders v" Scissors-Child Safety Size
v" Colored Pencils v" Index Cards
v Box of Colored Markers v Post It Notes-37x3” & 1 4”x1 14”
v’ Black & Blue Pens v Highlighters
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~ From The Office: If anyone has any pictures of Church events, Kate would love to start
posting those types of things/happenings on our social media platforms (Facebook and
Instagram). She will of course send the posts to you for approval before putting them out
publicly! Feel free to email them to office(@ststephenshicksville.com

~ From The Office: Please note that the Church office will be closed from August 7% -
August 13%, Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

Parish Calendar This Week (July 27th - August 3rd)

Day Event Time

Sunday, July 27th 7th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am
HSS Yoga 10:00 am

Tuesday, July 29th Back to Basics 7:00 pm

Wednesday, July 30th | N.A. 7:00 pm

Sunday, August 3rd 8th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am

Serving At Worship Today
Sunday, 9:00 AM

Assisting Minister:  Jane Ebersberger

Lector: Mark Hammaren
Acolyte: Sara LaGuarina
Music Director: Mason Griffin
Ushers: Tyler LaVorgna
Greeter: Maureen O’Brien
Audio/Visual: Tyler LaVorgna
Altar Guild: Christine Carlson

Sunday July 27, 2025 19
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Parish Prayer List
If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to the
Prayer List, please call the office. Please remember to keep the office updated.

Pray For Our Congregation
Laureen Aiello

Dottie Eberhardt

Richard Engert

John Parrett

Ilona Riggers

Lenny Schiliro

Ilse Zeeck

Pray For Our Families

Vinny Aiello (husband of Laureen Aiello)

Fred Barrell (brother-in-law of Paul and Susan Portz)
Joe DiSalvo (cousin of Maureen O’Brien)

James Ebersberger (brother of Jane Ebersberger)

Jim Fritz (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn)
Linda Pisano (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn)
Jean Riolo (mother of Christine Carlson)

Pray For Our Friends

Brianna Baldassano (daughter to dear friend of Maureen O'Brien)
Kendra Chandler (friend of Barbara & Kevin Barcavage)
Sue Eletti (friend of Christel LaVorgna)

Jeremy Gizze (friend of Maureen O’Brien)

Ellen Grace (high school friend of Joan Hagner)

John Judge (friend of Jane Ebersberger)

Shannon Mane (friend of Paul & Susan Portz)

Ellen Motoi (friend of Maureen O’Brien)

Betty, John & Mary Beth Ott (friends of Jane Ebersberger)
Martina Schmid (former member of the congregation)
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