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Sunday, September 7, 2025 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we 
might be helped by translating Paul’s request to 
Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my 
heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and 
forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and 

recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour to 
“choose life”—to choose life in God as our own. 
 
 
WELCOME!  We are glad to have you join us in worship today.  Here are a few notes to 
help you feel more at home participating in our worship. 
  
Worshipping.  Today’s service is printed in this bulletin.  Parts in bold indicate 
responses by everyone in which you are invited to participate. 
  
Communion.  Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his 
true body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All 
baptized Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to 
receive the sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available 
from the Lector.  Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please 
come forward as directed by the ushers. 
  
Coffee Hour.  We hope that you will join us for coffee and conversation in the lobby 
following the worship service. 
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+ GATHERING + 
 

PRELUDE 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P   In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  C   Amen. 
 
P   God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  C   Amen. 
 
P   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Pause for silent reflection. 
 
P   Gracious God,  C   have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly 
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
P   God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: LEAD ME GUIDE ME (ELW 768) 
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GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. C   And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in 
all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and 
finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  C   Amen. 
 

+ WORD + 
 
FIRST READING: DEUTERONOMY 30:15-20 
A reading from Deuteronomy. 
 

15 “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16 If you obey 
the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving 
the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and 
ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless 
you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away and you do 
not hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you 
today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are 
crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you 
today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that 
you and your descendants may live, 20 loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and 
holding fast to him, for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in 
the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob.” 
…The word of the Lord.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: 1:3 

 
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked, nor lingered in the 

way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful! 

2 Their delight is in the law | of the LORD, and they meditate on God’s teaching | day 
and night. R 

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves 
that | do not wither; everything they | do shall prosper. 

4 It is not so | with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 
5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, nor the sinner in 

the council | of the righteous. 
6 For the LORD knows the way | of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall | be 

destroyed. R 
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SECOND READING: PHILEMON 1-21 
A reading from Philemon. 
 

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,  
  To our beloved coworker Philemon, 2 to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier 
Archippus, and to the church in your house: 
  3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
  4 I thank my God always when I mention you in my prayers, 5 because I hear of your 
love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that the partnership of 
your faith may become effective as you comprehend all the good that we share in Christ. 
7 I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts 
of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 
 
  8 For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to command you to do 
the right thing, 9 yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this 
as an old man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10 I am appealing to you for my 
child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 11 Formerly he 
was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me. 12 I am sending him, 
that is, my own heart, back to you. 13 I wanted to keep him with me so that he might 
minister to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel, 14 but I preferred to 
do nothing without your consent in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not 
something forced. 15 Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so 
that you might have him back for the long term, 16 no longer as a slave but more than a 
slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh 
and in the Lord. 
  17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If he 
has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to me. 19 I, Paul, am 
writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even 
your own self. 20 Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my 
heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you 
will do even more than I ask. 
…The word of the Lord.   C   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL: LUKE 14:25-33 
P   The holy gospel according to Luke. C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
25 Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said to them, 
26 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not 
carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to 
build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough 
to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all 
who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not 
able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit 
down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who 
comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then while the other is still far 
away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, none of you 
can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.” 
…The gospel of the Lord.  C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: MORNING HAS BROKEN (ELW 556) 

 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
A   With the whole Church, we confess our faith. 
 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A   Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A   We pray for the church to follow in your ways, that it may be a witness to your love 
for all people. Help us choose all that is life-giving and confront the forces of death. God 
of grace, C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   We pray for creation, that it may be cherished and nurtured. Sustain farmlands, 
animals, and waters; restore places affected by calamities; and shield coastlands from 
rising seas. God of grace,  C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   We pray for those in authority. Grant them wisdom to govern justly and compassion 
to care for the marginalized. Equip them for actions that further the common good. God 
of grace,  C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   We pray for those who are sick, hungry, unhoused, or lonely. May they find healing 
through your love and the care of those around them. Lead us to be your hands and feet in 
the world. God of grace, C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   We pray for this congregation, that we may be united in love and faith. Refresh our 
hearts in Christ, and deepen our support of one another. We pray that our sharing of faith 
may transform lives. God of grace, C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   We thank you for those who have died and now dwell with the saints. Surround them 
with your divine mercy, that they find peace and rest in your loving embrace. God of 
grace,  C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer 
and friend. C   Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always.  C   And also with you. 
P   Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 
 
ADDITIONAL PRAYERS 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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+ MEAL + 
 

OFFERING SONG: LORD JESUS, YOU SHALL BE MY SONG (ELW 808) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  C   Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE 
P   The Lord be with you.   C   And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts.   C   We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to 
us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 



Sunday, September 7, 2025 12 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you we 
worship and adore. 
  
You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you created fire for 
warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded us in your image, and 
with mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the 
Israelites and cherished them as your own. 
  
That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit, you called to 
us through the life and death of Jesus. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
C   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
P   With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new creation. 
We remember his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection, which renews the 
face of the earth. We await his coming, when, with the world made perfect through your 
wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no more.  C   Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P   Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send upon us and this meal 
your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love. Enfold in 
your arms all who share this holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we may 
be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. C   Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
P   Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received the cry 
of the needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and bound to you in 
love, we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory and honor is 
yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
  
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: BREAD OF LIFE FROM HEAVEN (ELW 474) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the 
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and 
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  C   Amen. 
 

+ SENDING + 
BLESSING 
P   Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
C   Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG: NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD (ELW 840) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Christ is with you. C   Thanks be to God. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
 
Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia, died 1654 
Tuesday, September 9, 2025 
Born into Spanish nobility, Claver became a Jesuit missionary, and served in present-day 
Colombia. His ministry was focused on the enslaved people who arrived there. He gave 
them food and medicine, learned their dialects, and taught them Christianity. 
 
John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, died 407 
Saturday, September 13, 2025 
John was a priest in Antioch and an outstanding preacher. His eloquence earned him the 
nickname "Chrysostom" ("golden mouth"). Appointed bishop of Constantinople, seat of 
the empire, he criticized corruption in the court. As a result, he was exiled by the 
empress. 
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September 7, 2025 Announcements 

Announcements for the week of 
September 7, 2028 

               
 

Altar Flowers are given today to the glory of God and in loving memory of  
Arthur Hagner, Husband and Archie Ruland, Father by Joan Hagner 

& 
Altar Flowers are given today to the glory of God and in loving memory of  

Rosemary & Joseph Abbattista by Jaclyn Shurman 
               

 
 

Barbara Barcavage - September 4th 
 
Kate Ahlers - September 23rd 

 
 
»» Join us after worship this Sunday for our Picnic/Brunch in the 
courtyard! It’s a wonderful chance to share good food, enjoy 
fellowship, and spend time together in the fresh air. Bring your 
appetite and stay a while—we’d love to see you there! 
 
 
»» Ladies of the Conference Churches:  The next meeting will be at St. David’s 
Lutheran Church in Massapequa Park on the third Wednesday of the month, September 
17, 2025, from 10:00 until 11:30.  The theme will be: How Do We Hear Ecclesiastes 3:1-
8? 
 
»» Fellowship Discussion: “The Chosen” - “The Chosen” takes an intimate look at the 
real and authentic loves of Jesus and all those around him through this historical drama. 

“The Chosen” brings the Bible to life.  Join us for fellowship as 
we begin “The Chosen” television series. Each gathering we will 
watch an episode and then take a deep dive discussion about the 
episode and the scripture that inspired the story. We will meet 
every other Wednesday in the Pastor’s Lounge at 3:00. Our first 
meeting is this Wednesday -  September 10th.  

 
»» Coffee Hour Sign-Up: The September–December sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. 
Please consider hosting by providing refreshments for a given Sunday.  Reminder, we 
offer a cold drink during the summer at our coffee hour! 
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»» Altar Guild Needs You: Our numbers are few; and the Guild would welcome your 
assistance.  We are a small assembly dedicated to arranging the sanctuary for the Sunday 
services of Holy Communion, festive worship services, and the Services of Word and 
Light.  Don’t feel overwhelmed with what you see as our worship space changes with 
each season or with the task to be done.  The work is done as a team of two or with the 
entire Altar Guild when necessary, and on occasion with assistance from the Property 
Committee.  It is a labor of love and service to the Lord, a small but important charge. If 
you are interested, even if you just have questions, you can speak with Lauren, Bill, Beth, 
or Jane. 
 
»» Do you love to sing? Come add your voice to our church choir! No experience is 
necessary—just a willing heart and a love for music. Choir is a wonderful way to share 
your gifts and be part of something that uplifts the whole congregation in worship. All are 
welcome—join us and help fill our sanctuary with song!   
 
 »» Altar Flowers & Sanctuary Candle: A chart on the lobby bulletin board allows us 
to designate weekly Sunday service altar flowers or the monthly sanctuary lamp candle as 
special memorial/in honor of gifts. Use the envelopes provided to forward the gift 
($25.00 for flowers; $15.00 for candle). Be sure to include information concerning who is 
being honored/memorialized by your gift as well as your name, address and telephone 
number. You may also contact the church office at (516) 931-0710. 
 
 »» Movie Madness:  Sept. 28th - 2:30 "MAMMA MIA" 

An all-star cast; Meryl Streep, Pierce Brosnan.  An undeniably 
fun celebration of mothers and daughters, and old friends and 
newly found family.  Be a part of this joyous movie phenomenon 
- Mamma Mia is a party that never has to end!  See sign-up sheet!  
~ Maureen 

 
Parish Calendar This Week (September 7th - September 14th) 
 

Day Event Time 
Sunday, Sept. 7th 13th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am 
 Parish Brunch/Picnic Following Worship 
  HSS Yoga 10:00 am 
Tuesday, Sept. 9th Back to Basics 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, Sept. 10th The Chosen (viewing & discussion) 3:00 pm 
 N.A. 7:00 pm 
Sunday, Sept. 14th Holy Cross Day Holy Communion 9:00 am 
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Serving At Worship Today - Sunday, 9:00 AM 
 

Assisting Minister……………....Barbara Engert  Usher……………………......Mark Hammaren 
Lector……………………...……Jaclyn Shurman  Greeter………………..……...Lynn Browning 
Acolyte……………........................Gavon Barone  Audio/Visual………………...Tyler LaVorgna 
Music Director…….…………......Mason Griffin  Altar Guild………………....Christine Carlson 
 
 

 
Parish Prayer List 

If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to the 
Prayer List, please call the office.  Please remember to keep the office updated. 
  

Pray For Our Congregation 
Laureen Aiello 
Dottie Eberhardt  
Richard Engert  
Rick Mosebach 
John Parrett  
Ilona Riggers  
Lenny Schiliro 
Joe Shurman 
June Waller 
Ilse Zeeck 
 
 
Pray For Our Families 
Vinny Aiello (husband of Laureen Aiello) 
Fred Barrell (brother-in-law of Paul and Susan Portz)  
Joe DiSalvo (cousin of Maureen O’Brien)  
James Ebersberger (brother of Jane Ebersberger)  
Jim Fritz (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn) 
Bernd Pfeiffer (brother of Christel LaVorgna) 
Linda Pisano (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn) 
Jean Riolo (mother of Christine Carlson)  
Neil Tingwall (husband of Tanya Maurer, son in law of Robert & Nan Maurer) 
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Pray For Our Friends 
Sadie & Jennifer Amiruddin (friends of Maureen O’Brien) 
Brianna Baldassano (daughter to dear friend of Maureen O'Brien) 
Kendra Chandler (friend of Barbara & Kevin Barcavage) 
Sue Eletti (friend of Christel LaVorgna) 
Jeremy Gizze (friend of Maureen O’Brien) 
Ellen Grace (high school friend of Joan Hagner) 
John Judge (friend of Jane Ebersberger)  
Larry Kahn on his successful surgery (friend & former colleague of Kate Ahlers Pendas) 
Mark Kravitz (friend of John Langbehn) 
Ellen Motoi (friend of Maureen O’Brien)  
Betty, John & Mary Beth Ott (friends of Jane Ebersberger)  
Bill Schlatter (friend of the Hesse Family) 
Martina Schmid (former member of the congregation) 
The Schweitzer & Navaretta families on the passing of Arlene Schweitzer (friends of the 
Pendas family) 
Mark Trommsdorff (friend of Dave & Laura Staton) 
 


