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Sunday, September 21, 2025 
15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
As we are invited today to consider what it means to 
be managers (rather than owners) of all that we 
have, it is crucial to recognize that we are bought 
with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave 
himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity 
of God we have nothing—we are nothing. By God’s 

gracious favor we have everything we need. 
 
 
WELCOME!  We are glad to have you join us in worship today.  Here are a few notes to 
help you feel more at home participating in our worship. 
  
Worshipping.  Today’s service is printed in this bulletin.  Parts in bold indicate 
responses by everyone in which you are invited to participate. 
  
Communion.  Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his 
true body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All 
baptized Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to 
receive the sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available 
from the Lector.  Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please 
come forward as directed by the ushers. 
  
Coffee Hour.  We hope that you will join us for coffee and conversation in the lobby 
following the worship service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               
ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

270 South Broadway | Hicksville NY 11801 
Church Office:  Monday - Friday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Church Office: 516.931.0710 
Barbara Barcavage, Church Council President (email ststephenstreasurer1@gmail.com) 

Kate Lenzo, Parish Administrator (email office@ststephenshicksville.com) 
Church Website www.ststephenshicksville.com 

Follow us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/StStephensHicksvilleNY 
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+ GATHERING + 
 

PRELUDE 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P   In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  C   Amen. 
 
P   God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  C   Amen. 
 
P   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Pause for silent reflection. 
 
P   Gracious God,  C   have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly 
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
P   God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: BE THOU MY VISION (ELW 793) 

 
 

GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  C   And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one 
another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to 
the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C   Amen. 
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+ WORD + 
FIRST READING: AMOS 8:4-7 
A reading from Amos. 
 

4 Hear this, you who trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 
5 saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain, and the Sabbath, so 
that we may offer wheat for sale? We will make the ephah smaller and the shekel heavier 
and practice deceit with false balances, 
6 buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals and selling the sweepings 
of the wheat.” 
7 The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 
…The word of the Lord.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: 113:7 

 
1 Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants | of the LORD; praise the name | of the LORD. 
 2 Let the name of the | LORD be blessed, from this time forth for- | evermore. 
 3 From the rising of the sun to its | going down let the name of the | LORD be praised. 
 4 The LORD is high a- | bove all nations; God’s glory a- | bove the heavens. R 
 5 Who is like the | LORD our God, who sits en- | throned on high, 
 6 but stoops | to behold the heavens | and the earth? 
 7 The LORD takes up the weak out | of the dust and lifts up the poor | from the ashes, 
 8 enthroning them | with the rulers, with the rulers | of the people. 
 9 The LORD makes the woman of a | childless house to be a joyful mother of children. | 
Hallelujah! R 
 

SECOND READING: 1 TIMOTHY 2:1-7 
 

A reading from 1 Timothy. 
 
1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
made for everyone, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3 This is right and acceptable before 
God our Savior, 4 who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. 5 For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 
Christ Jesus, himself human, 6 who gave himself a ransom for all—this was attested at the 
right time.7 For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth; I am 
not lying), a teacher of the gentiles in faith and truth. 
…The word of the Lord.  C   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: LUKE 16:1-13 
 
P   The holy gospel according to Luke.  C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges 
were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2 So he summoned him 
and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your 
management because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3 Then the manager said to 
himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am 
not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what to do so that, 
when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ 5 So, 
summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe 
my master?’ 6 He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, 
sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7 Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you 
owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and 
make it eighty.’ 8 And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had 
acted shrewdly, for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own 
generation than are the children of light. 9 And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by 
means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone they may welcome you into the eternal 
homes. 
  10 “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and whoever is 
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11 If, then, you have not been faithful 
with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if you have not 
been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13 No 
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slave can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one and love the other or be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 
…The gospel of the Lord. C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 

SERMON 
 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: WE ARE CALLED (ELW 720) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
A   With the whole Church, we confess our faith. 
 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A   Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A   O God, teach your church to act in solidarity with the poor, frustrating the efforts of 
those who trample on the needy and practicing justice in our own life and community. 
God of grace, C   receive our prayer. 
 

A   Almighty Creator, we pray for an end to the misuse of the earth and its resources, that 
all people may benefit from your abundant gifts and that our stewardship of creation 
would be marked by justice and sustainability. God of grace, C   receive our prayer. 
 

A   Holy One, embolden elected leaders to pursue policies of economic justice for the 
benefit of all, especially those who are most vulnerable and marginalized. Persuade them 
by your example of generosity and compassion. God of grace, C   receive our prayer. 
 

A   Compassionate God, we pray for all facing illness, those near death, or those grieving 
the loss of loved ones (especially). May they find comfort and strength in your love. 
Prepare us to surround them with your healing care. God of grace,  
C   receive our prayer. 
 

A   God of love, motivate our congregation to enact economic justice through tangible 
action, prioritizing the needs of our community and sharing resources generously through 
our outreach and justice ministries. God of grace, C   receive our prayer. 
 

A   Gracious God, we give thanks for the saints who now join the heavenly chorus in 
praising your name. Lift us up from the dust of grief and remind us of your promise of 
new life. God of grace, C   receive our prayer. 
 

A   We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer 
and friend.  C   Amen. 
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PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always.  C   And also with you. 
P   Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 
 

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THIS WEEK'S BIRTHDAYS 
Kate Ahlers (9/23) 
 

BIRTHDAY SONG 
He who began a good work in you (2x) 
Will be faithful to complete it (Clap 3x) 
Will be faithful to complete it (Clap 3x) 
He who started the work will be faithful to complete it in you! 
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+ MEAL + 
OFFERING SONG: LORD OF LIGHT (ELW 688) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 
P   Let us pray. Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered 
together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of 
the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE 
P   The Lord be with you.   C   And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts.   C   We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to 
us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you we 
worship and adore. 
  
You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you created fire for 
warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded us in your image, and 
with mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the 
Israelites and cherished them as your own. 
  
That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit, you called to 
us through the life and death of Jesus. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
C   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
P   With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new creation. 
We remember his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection, which renews the 
face of the earth. We await his coming, when, with the world made perfect through your 
wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no more.  C   Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P   Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send upon us and this meal 
your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love. Enfold in 
your arms all who share this holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we may 
be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. C   Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
P   Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received the cry 
of the needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and bound to you in 
love, we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory and honor is 
yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
  
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: YOU SATISFY THE HUNGRY HEART: GIFT OF FINEST 
WHEAT (ELW 484) 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 
the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in 
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  C   Amen. 
 

+ SENDING + 
BLESSING 
P   The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. C   Amen. 
 

P   The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound 
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. C   Amen. 
 

P   The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. C   Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: WILL YOU COME AND FOLLOW ME: THE SUMMONS (ELW 798) 
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DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Remember the poor. C   Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Commemorations 
 
Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
Sunday, September 21, 2025 
Matthew (or Levi) was a tax collector in Capernaum for the Roman government. Tax 
collectors were frequently despised for dishonesty and for assisting the occupiers. Jesus 
nevertheless showed love for them, and chose Matthew to be a disciple. 
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Announcements for the week of 
September 21, 2028 

               

 

Kate Ahlers - Sept 23rd 

               

 
»» Annual Meeting Today: Join us today after worship in the Pastor’s Lounge.  Annual 
reports can be picked up in the Narthex. 
 
»» In the Pastor’s Lounge: Please take a few minutes today to stop and check out Natalie 
Mangiaracina's Girl Scout Project: Animal Abuse, why it happens, and how we can stop it! 
This exhibit works toward her achievement of the "Gold Award”. It is a real "eye opener" as 
to the neglect & abuses our four-legged companions are facing. We can make a difference!!! 
 
»» Fellowship Discussion: “The Chosen” - “The Chosen” takes an intimate look at the 
real and authentic loves of Jesus and all those around him through this historical drama. “The 
Chosen” brings the Bible to life.  Join us for fellowship as we 
begin “The Chosen” television series. Each gathering we will 
watch an episode and then take a deep dive discussion about the 
episode and the scripture that inspired the story. We will meet 
every other Wednesday in the Pastor’s Lounge at 2:00. Our 
next meeting is Wednesday - September 24th.  
 
»» Movie Madness:  Sept. 28th - 2:30 pm - "MAMMA MIA" An all-star cast; Meryl 

Streep, Pierce Brosnan.  An undeniably fun celebration of mothers 
and daughters, and old friends and newly found family.  Be a part of 
this joyous movie phenomenon - Mamma Mia is a party that never 
has to end!  See sign-up sheet!  ~ Maureen 
 

 

»» Fall Craft: October 10th, 7 PM in the Pastor’s Lounge! Come for the fellowship, stay for 
the fun (and maybe the wine). We’ll supply the craft (yes, it’s a surprise—no, it’s not 
macaroni art... probably). $10 per person covers supplies and all we ask: sign up to bring 
your favorite wine or cheese to share. The sign-up sheet is hanging out on the table in the 
Narthex, waiting patiently for your name. Don’t leave it lonely! 
 
»» Coffee Hour Sign-Up: The September–December sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. 
Please consider hosting by providing treats for a given Sunday.   
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»» Donations Accepted: Our local Thrivent office is collecting new bath towels and wash 
cloths for kits being given to guests of The INN (Interfaith Nutrition Network). If you would 
like to contribute, please drop your donation in the bin in the lobby by Sunday, October 5th. 
Many thanks! 
 
»» Do you love to sing? Come add your voice to our church choir! No experience is 
necessary—just a willing heart and a love for music. Choir is a wonderful way to share your 
gifts and be part of something that uplifts the whole congregation in worship. All are 
welcome—join us and help fill our sanctuary with song!   
 
»» Altar Guild Needs You: Our numbers are few; and the Guild would welcome your 
assistance.  We are a small assembly dedicated to arranging the sanctuary for the Sunday 
services of Holy Communion, festive worship services, and the Services of Word and Light.  
Don’t feel overwhelmed with what you see as our worship space changes with each season 
or with the task to be done.  The work is done as a team of two or with the entire Altar Guild 
when necessary, and on occasion with assistance from the Property Committee.  It is a labor 
of love and service to the Lord, a small but important charge. If you are interested, even if 
you just have questions, you can speak with Lauren, Bill, Beth, or Jane. 
 
»» Blessing of the Animals: This year you are invited to bring a special picture of your 
pet/pets to include in a special Blessing Poster.  Please give these pics to Maureen asap so 
we can "honor" our 4-legged loved ones!  We will have a blessing at our Oct. 5th Sunday 
morning service.  Any questions, call Maureen at 938-7706. 
 
»» Bible Study:  For the next six weeks, we'll be working on Paul's two letters to the 
Corinthians: Topic: Bible Study -- First and Second Corinthians. Time: 7:00 PM. Every 
week on Monday, until Oct 13th.   Zoom meeting link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85144993401?pwd=OACUxGaROukuESsbHcK8x6EeheJ86G.1 
Meeting ID: 851 4499 3401   |   Passcode: 846667 
Then, beginning on October 20, there will be a six week focus on Matthew's Gospel.  That 
link will be available in October. 
 
»» Altar Flowers & Sanctuary Candle: A chart on the lobby bulletin board allows us to 
designate weekly Sunday service altar flowers or the monthly sanctuary lamp candle as 
special memorial/in honor of gifts. Use the envelopes provided to forward the gift ($25.00 
for flowers; $15.00 for candle). Be sure to include information concerning who is being 
honored/memorialized by your gift as well as your name, address and telephone number. 
You may also contact the church office at 516.931.0710. 
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Parish Calendar This Week (September 21st - Sept 28th) 
 

Day Event Time 
Sunday, Sept. 21st 15th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am 
 Annual Meeting Following worship in Pastor’s Lounge 
  HSS Yoga 10:00 am 
Monday, Sept. 22nd Bible Study (via zoom) 7:00 pm 
Tuesday, Sept. 23rd  Back to Basics 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, Sept. 24th The Chosen  2:00 pm 
 N.A. 7:00 pm 
Friday Sept. 26th  MMNY 3:00 - 9:00 pm 
Sunday, Sept. 28th 16th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am 

 
 
Serving At Worship Today - Sunday, 9:00 AM 
 

Assisting Minister….........................Beth Feeney  Usher…………………….................John Musi 
Lector……………………...……...Rich Humann  Greeter………………..……Maureen O’Brien 
Acolyte……………............................Kiko Reyes  Audio/Visual………………...Tyler LaVorgna 
Music Director…….…………......Mason Griffin  Altar Guild……………….... Jane Ebersberger 

 
 

Parish Prayer List 
If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to the 
Prayer List, please call the office.  Please remember to keep the office updated. 
  
Pray For Our Congregation 
Laureen Aiello 
Bill Artus 
Jeanne Bezko 
Dottie Eberhardt  
Richard Engert  
AJ Mangiaracina 
Rick Mosebach 
John Parrett  
Ilona Riggers  
Lenny Schiliro 
Joe Shurman 
June Waller 
Ilse Zeeck 
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Pray For Our Families 
Vinny Aiello (husband of Laureen Aiello) 
Fred Barrell (brother-in-law of Paul and Susan Portz)  
Rachel Creaven (granddaughter of Lois Angstadt) 
Peter Denning (son-in-law of Lois Angstadt) 
Joe DiSalvo (cousin of Maureen O’Brien)  
James Ebersberger (brother of Jane Ebersberger)  
Jim Fritz (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn) 
Bernd Pfeiffer (brother of Christel LaVorgna) 
Linda Pisano (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn) 
Jean Riolo (mother of Christine Carlson)  
Neil Tingwall (husband of Tanya Maurer, son in law of Robert & Nan Maurer) 
 
 
 

Pray For Our Friends 
Sadie & Jennifer Amiruddin (friends of Maureen O’Brien) 
Brianna Baldassano (daughter to dear friend of Maureen O'Brien) 
Angela Capo (friend of Laureen Aiello) 
Kendra Chandler (friend of Barbara & Kevin Barcavage) 
Sue Eletti (friend of Christel LaVorgna) 
Jeremy Gizze (friend of Maureen O’Brien) 
Ellen Grace (high school friend of Joan Hagner) 
John Judge (friend of Jane Ebersberger)  
Larry Kahn on his successful surgery (friend & former colleague of Kate Ahlers Pendas) 
Mark Kravitz (friend of John Langbehn) 
Ellen Motoi (friend of Maureen O’Brien)  
Betty, John & Mary Beth Ott (friends of Jane Ebersberger)  
Bill Schlatter (friend of the Hesse Family) 
Martina Schmid (former member of the congregation) 
The Schweitzer & Navaretta families on the passing of Arlene Schweitzer (friends of the 
Pendas family) 
Mark Trommsdorff (friend of Dave & Laura Staton) 
 


