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Sunday, October 5, 2025 
17th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the 
gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of faith has 
miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and 
endurance required for the life of faith are the 
blessings received in holy baptism, holy 
communion, and the word read and proclaimed 

in this assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving. 
 
 
WELCOME!  We are glad to have you join us in worship today.  Here are a few notes to 
help you feel more at home participating in our worship. 
  
Worshipping.  Today’s service is printed in this bulletin.  Parts in bold indicate 
responses by everyone in which you are invited to participate. 
  
Communion.  Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his 
true body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All 
baptized Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to 
receive the sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available 
from the Lector.  Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please 
come forward as directed by the ushers. 
  
Coffee Hour.  We hope that you will join us for coffee and conversation in the lobby 
following the worship service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               
ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

270 South Broadway | Hicksville NY 11801 
Church Office:  Monday - Friday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Church Office: 516.931.0710 
Barbara Barcavage, Church Council President (email ststephenstreasurer1@gmail.com) 

Kate Lenzo, Parish Administrator (email office@ststephenshicksville.com) 
Church Website www.ststephenshicksville.com 

Follow us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/StStephensHicksvilleNY 
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+ GATHERING + 
 

PRELUDE 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P   In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  C   Amen. 
 
P   God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  C   Amen. 
 
P   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Pause for silent reflection. 
 
P   Gracious God,  C   have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly 
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
P   God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: I WANT JESUS TO WALK WITH ME (ELW 325) 

 
 
 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  C   And also with you.  
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KYRIE 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are 
weak in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may 
love our neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.    C   Amen. 
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+ WORD + 
 

FIRST READING: HABAKKUK 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
A reading from Habakkuk. 
 

1 The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 2 O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and 
you will not listen? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? 3 Why do you make 
me see wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife 
and contention arise. 4 So the law becomes slack, and justice never prevails. The wicked 
surround the righteous; therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 
 

2:1I will stand at my watchpost and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to see 
what he will say to me and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 2 Then the 
LORD answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner 
may read it. 3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end and 
does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay. 4 Look at 
the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live by their faithfulness. 
…The word of the Lord.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM: 37:5 
 

 
 
1 Do not be provoked by | evildoers; do not be jealous of those | who do wrong. 
2 For they shall soon wither | like the grass, and like the green grass | fade away. 
3 Put your trust in the LORD | and do good; dwell in the land and | find safe pasture. 
4 Take delight | in the LORD, who shall give you your | heart’s desire. R 
5 Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust | in the LORD, and see what | God will do. 
6 The LORD will make your vindication as clear | as the light and the justice of your 
case like the | noonday sun. 
7 Be still before the LORD and wait | patiently. Do not be provoked by the one who 
prospers, the one who succeeds in | evil schemes. 
8 Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone; do not be provoked; it leads on- | ly to evil. 
9 For evildoers shall | be cut off, but those who hope in the LORD shall pos- | sess the 
land. R 
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SECOND READING: 2 TIMOTHY 1:1-14 
 

A reading from 2 Timothy. 
 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life 
that is in Christ Jesus, 2 To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from 
God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 3 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a 
clear conscience, as my ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers 
night and day. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I 
am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and 
your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6 For this reason I remind you to 
rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands, 7 for God 
did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-
discipline. 8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his 
prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the power of God, 9 who saved us 
and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own 
purpose and grace, and this grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 
10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who 
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11 For this 
gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12 and for this reason I 
suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and 
I am sure that he is able to guard until that day the deposit I have entrusted to him. 13 Hold 
to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that 
are in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy 
Spirit living in us.  …The word of the Lord.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: LUKE 17:5-10 
 
P   The holy gospel according to Luke. C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 The Lord replied, “If you had faith 
the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted 
in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 
 
7 “Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or 
tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? 8 Would 
you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron and serve me while I 
eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9 Do you thank the slave for doing what was 
commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, 
‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!’ ” 
…The gospel of the Lord. C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD (ELW 504) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
A   With the whole Church, we confess our faith. 
 

C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A   Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
creation. 
 

A   O God of the church, you give the church a treasure in Jesus Christ. Draw us into the 
gift of faith passed down from generation to generation. Remind your people that faith 
the size of a mustard seed is enough. God of grace,  C   receive our prayer. 
 

A   O God of creation, you nourish the earth with grace and mercy. Bring favorable 
weather during the harvest season and sustain all creation along with all who labor in the 
field. Ensure the welfare of animal companions whose presence offers comfort, safety, 
and joy. God of grace, C   receive our prayer. 
 

A   O God of nations and communities, you govern and guard the world. Give leaders 
and people in authority a spirit of making just and righteous laws. Bring peace to 
countries affected by war and violence. God of grace, C   receive our prayer. 
 

A   O God of those in need, you care for those who are sick, oppressed, bereaved, lonely, 
and poor. Come to the help of all in need. Help us to trust that you will come to us at the 
right time. God of grace, C   receive our prayer. 
 

A   O God of this congregation, you nurture our faith. Thank you for those of all ages 
who teach, lead, and learn in this congregation and beyond. Give growth to the seeds of 
faith watered by faithful examples of baptismal living. God of grace,  
C   receive our prayer. 
 

A   O God of ages past, thank you for the witness of those who have died in faith. May 
the faith of those who now rest in your merciful arms, like Lois and Eunice, shape our 
faith in your Son, Jesus Christ. God of grace, C   receive our prayer. 
 

A   We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. C   Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always.  C   And also with you. 
P   Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
P   To all our beloved animal friends, who are part of our family, you were created by 
God and are loved by God.  May you and your human family experience joy and 
companionship together and continue to be a blessing to each other.  We make this prayer 
in the name of God who blesses all creation.   C   Amen 
 
ADDITIONAL PRAYERS 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THIS WEEK'S BIRTHDAYS 
Sharon Nauth 
Rich Humann (10/6) 
 

BIRTHDAY SONG 
He who began a good work in you (2x) 
Will be faithful to complete it (Clap 3x) 
Will be faithful to complete it (Clap 3x) 
He who started the work will be faithful to complete it in you! 
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+ MEAL + 
 

OFFERING SONG: SOFTLY AND TENDERLY JESUS IS CALLING (ELW 608) 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. Let us pray. God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and 
you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come 
to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 
C   Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE 
P   The Lord be with you.   C   And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts.   C   We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to 
us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you we 
worship and adore. 
  
You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you created fire for 
warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded us in your image, and 
with mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the 
Israelites and cherished them as your own. 
  
That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit, you called to 
us through the life and death of Jesus. 
   
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
C   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
P   With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new creation. 
We remember his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection, which renews the 
face of the earth. We await his coming, when, with the world made perfect through your 
wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no more.  C   Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P   Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send upon us and this meal 
your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love. Enfold in 
your arms all who share this holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we may 
be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. C   Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
P   Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received the cry 
of the needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and bound to you in 
love, we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory and honor is 
yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
  

C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS (ELW 502) 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the 
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and 
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. C   Amen. 
 
 
 

+ SENDING + 
 
BLESSING 
P   The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and 
mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  C   Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: I'M GOING ON A JOURNEY (ELW 446) 

 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Remember the poor. C   Thanks be to God. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
 
William Tyndale, translator, martyr, died 1536 
Monday, October 6, 2025 
Tyndale was ordained a priest in England, and wished to translate the Bible into English. 
He was opposed in this by King Henry VIII, causing him to flee to Germany. He 
completed the New Testament in 1525, but before he could finish the Old Testament, he 
was tried for heresy and burned at the stake. 
 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, pastor in North America, died 1787 
Tuesday, October 7, 2025 
Divided Lutherans in America asked leaders in Europe to send someone who could take 
charge and unite their work. Muhlenberg was sent, and was effective in organizing the 
American Lutherans. Among other accomplishments, his liturgical principles became the 
basis for the Common Service of 1888. 
 
Massie L. Kennard, renewer of the church, died 1986 (TFF) 
Friday, October 10, 2025 
A native of Chicago, Kennard was a major figure in supporting and working toward 
ethnic and racial inclusiveness in the former Lutheran Church in America. Ordained in 
1958, he served in positions including Director for Minority Concerns of the Division for 
Mission in North America. 
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October 5, 2025 Announcements 

Announcements for the week of 
October 5, 2025 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Candle for October is given to the glory of God and in loving memory 
of Rosemary & Joseph Abbattista by Jaclyn Shurman. 

  

******************************** 
  

Altar Flowers are given today to the glory of God, and in honor of St. Francis, with love 
and paws, from the congregational pets of St. Stephen's. 

  

 
»» Fellowship Discussion: “The Chosen” - “The Chosen” takes an intimate look at the 
real and authentic lives of Jesus and all those around him through 
this historical drama. “The Chosen” brings the Bible to life.  Join us 
as we gather to watch “The Chosen” television series. Each session 
we will watch an episode and then have a deep dive discussion 
about the scripture that inspired the story. We will meet every 
other Wednesday in the Pastor’s Lounge at 2:00. Our next 
meeting is Wednesday - October 8th.  
 
»» Fall Craft: October 10th, 7 PM in the Pastor’s Lounge! Come for the fellowship, stay for 
the fun (and maybe the wine). We’ll supply the craft (yes, it’s a surprise—no, it’s not 
macaroni art... probably). $10 per person covers supplies and all we ask: sign up to bring 
your favorite wine or cheese to share. The sign-up sheet is hanging out on the table in the 
Narthex, waiting patiently for your name. Don’t leave it lonely! 
 
»» Donations Accepted: Our local Thrivent office is collecting new bath towels and wash 
cloths for kits being given to guests of The INN (Interfaith Nutrition Network). If you would 
like to contribute, please drop your donation in the bin in the lobby by Sunday, October 5th. 
Many thanks! 
 
»» Coffee Hour Sign-Up: The October–December sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. Please 
consider hosting by providing treats for a given Sunday.   
 

  
Sharon Nauth 

Joseph Shurman -  October1 
Kevin Barcavage -  October 1 

Rich Humann -  October 6 
Dottie McPartlin -  October 17 

Beth & John Feeney - Oct 14 
Lauren & Bill Artus - Oct 28 
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»» Do you love to sing? Come add your voice to our church choir! No experience is 
necessary—just a willing heart and a love for music. Choir is a wonderful way to share your 
gifts and be part of something that uplifts the whole congregation in worship. All are 
welcome—join us and help fill our sanctuary with song!   
 
»» Altar Guild Needs You: Our numbers are few; and the Guild would welcome your 
assistance.  We are a small assembly dedicated to arranging the sanctuary for the Sunday 
services of Holy Communion, festive worship services, and the Services of Word and Light.  
Don’t feel overwhelmed with what you see as our worship space changes with each season 
or with the task to be done.  The work is done as a team of two or with the entire Altar Guild 
when necessary, and on occasion with assistance from the Property Committee.  It is a labor 
of love and service to the Lord, a small but important charge. If you are interested, even if 
you just have questions, you can speak with Lauren, Bill, Beth, or Jane. 
 
»» Bible Study:  For the next six weeks, we'll be working on Paul's two letters to the 
Corinthians: Topic: Bible Study -- First and Second Corinthians. Time: 7:00 PM. Every 
week on Monday, until Oct 13th.   Zoom meeting link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85144993401?pwd=OACUxGaROukuESsbHcK8x6EeheJ86G.1 
Meeting ID: 851 4499 3401   |   Passcode: 846667 
Then, beginning on October 20, there will be a six week focus on Matthew's Gospel.  That 
link will be available in October. 
 
»» Altar Flowers & Sanctuary Candle: A chart on the lobby bulletin board allows us to 
designate weekly Sunday service altar flowers or the monthly sanctuary lamp candle as 
special memorial/in honor of gifts. Use the envelopes provided to forward the gift ($25.00 
for flowers; $15.00 for candle). Be sure to include information concerning who is being 
honored/memorialized by your gift as well as your name, address and telephone number. 
You may also contact the church office at 516.931.0710. 
  
 
Parish Calendar This Week (October 5th - October 12th) 
 

Day Event Time 
Sunday, October 5th 17th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am 
  HSS Yoga 10:00 am 
Monday, October 6th   Bible Study (via zoom) 7:00 pm 
Tuesday, October 7th    Back to Basics 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, October 8th   The Chosen Viewing 2:00 pm 
 N.A. 7:00 pm 
Friday October 10th Fall Craft Party 7:00 PM 
Sunday, October 12th  18th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am 
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Serving at Worship Today - Sunday, 9:00 AM 
 

Assisting Minister…………….Barbara Engert  Usher……………………...Kevin Barcavage 
Lector……………………...…Jaclyn Shurman  Greeter………………..…….........Ilse Zeeck 
Acolyte…………….........Natalie Mangiaracina  Audio/Visual……………….Tyler LaVorgna 
Music Director…….…………...Mason Griffin  Altar Guild……………Lauren & Bill Artus 

 
Parish Prayer List 

If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to the 
Prayer List, please call the office.  Please remember to keep the office updated. 
  

Pray For Our Congregation 
Laureen Aiello 
Bill Artus 
Dottie Eberhardt  
Richard Engert  
AJ Mangiaracina 
Rick Mosebach 
Ilona Riggers  
Lenny Schiliro 
Joe Shurman 
June Waller 
Ilse Zeeck 
 
Pray For Our Families 
Fred Barrell (brother-in-law of Paul and Susan Portz)  
Peter Denning (son-in-law of Lois Angstadt) 
Joe DiSalvo (cousin of Maureen O’Brien)  
James Ebersberger (brother of Jane Ebersberger)  
Jim Fritz (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn) 
Bernd Pfeiffer (brother of Christel LaVorgna) 
Linda Pisano (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn) 
Jean Riolo (mother of Christine Carlson)  
Neil Tingwall (husband of Tanya Maurer, son in law of Robert & Nan Maurer) 
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Pray For Our Friends 
Sadie & Jennifer Amiruddin (friends of Maureen O’Brien) 
Brianna Baldassano (daughter to dear friend of Maureen O'Brien) 
Angela Capo (friend of Laureen Aiello) 
Sue Eletti (friend of Christel LaVorgna) 
Jeremy Gizze (friend of Maureen O’Brien) 
Ellen Grace (high school friend of Joan Hagner) 
John Judge (friend of Jane Ebersberger)  
Mark Kravitz (friend of John Langbehn) 
Jenn Logan and her Mother (friends of Janet Muller) 
Ellen Motoi (friend of Maureen O’Brien)  
Betty, John & Mary Beth Ott (friends of Jane Ebersberger)  
Bill Schlatter (friend of the Hesse Family) 
Martina Schmid (former member of the congregation) 
Mark Trommsdorff (friend of Dave & Laura Staton) 


