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Sunday October 19, 2025 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s 
encouragement in the gospel today. Wrestle with the 
word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come 
regularly to Christ’s table. Persistence in our every 
encounter with the divine will be blessed. 

 
 
WELCOME!  We are glad to have you join us in worship today.  Here are a few notes to 
help you feel more at home participating in our worship. 
  
Worshipping.  Today’s service is printed in this bulletin.  Parts in bold indicate 
responses by everyone in which you are invited to participate. 
  
Communion.  Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his 
true body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All 
baptized Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to 
receive the sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available 
from the Lector.  Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please 
come forward as directed by the ushers. 
  
Coffee Hour.  We hope that you will join us for coffee and conversation in the lobby 
following the worship service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
               

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
270 South Broadway | Hicksville NY 11801 

Church Office:  Monday - Friday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Church Office: 516.931.0710 

Barbara Barcavage, Church Council President (email ststephenstreasurer1@gmail.com) 
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+ GATHERING + 
 

PRELUDE 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P   In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  C   Amen. 
 
P   God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  C   Amen. 
 
P   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Pause for silent reflection. 
 
P   Gracious God,  C   have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly 
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
P   God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: WE ALL ARE ONE IN MISSION (ELW 576) 

 
 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  C   And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to 
hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your 
enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C   Amen. 
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+ WORD + 
 
FIRST READING: GENESIS 32:22-31 
A reading from Genesis. 
 

22 The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven 
children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them across the 
stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24 Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled 
with him until daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he 
struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with 
him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let 
you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, 
“Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you 
have striven with God and with humans and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, 
“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he 
blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to 
face, yet my life is preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping 
because of his hip.  …The word of the Lord.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM: 121 - THE PSALM WILL BE READ RESPONSIVELY 
 
 1 I lift up my eyes | to the hills; from where is my | help to come? 
 2 My help comes | from the LORD, the maker of heav- | en and earth. 
 3 The LORD will not let your | foot be moved nor will the one who watches over you | 
fall asleep. 
 4 Behold, the keep- | er of Israel will neither slum- | ber nor sleep;  
 5 the LORD watches | over you; the LORD is your shade at | your right hand; 
 6 the sun will not strike | you by day, nor the | moon by night. 
 7 The LORD will preserve you | from all evil and will | keep your life. 
 8 The LORD will watch over your going out and your | coming in, from this time 
forth for- | evermore.  
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SECOND READING: 2 TIMOTHY 3:14—4:5 
A reading from 2 Timothy. 
 

14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have known sacred writings that are 
able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture is inspired 
by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17 so that the person of God may be proficient, equipped for every good 
work. 
 
  4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, 
and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2 proclaim the 
message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, 
and encourage with the utmost patience in teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people 
will not put up with sound teaching, but, having their ears tickled, they will accumulate 
for themselves teachers to suit their own desires 4 and will turn away from listening to the 
truth and wander away to myths. 5 As for you, be sober in everything, endure suffering, 
do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. …The word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: LUKE 18:1-8 
P   The holy gospel according to Luke. C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 
2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for 
people. 3 In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me 
justice against my accuser.’ 4 For a while he refused, but later he said to himself, ‘Though 
I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5 yet because this widow keeps 
bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually 
coming.’ ” 6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God 
grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in 
helping them? 8 I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of 
Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”  …The gospel of the Lord. 
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
  



Sunday October 19, 2025  8 

HYMN OF THE DAY: GOD OF GRACE AND GOD OF GLORY (ELW 705) 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
A   With the whole Church, we confess our faith. 
 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A   Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
creation. 
A   We pray for the church universal. O God, who unites the church across the globe, 
bring unity and peace to a world divided by hatred and opposition. Turn our hearts 
toward the gospel of Jesus Christ. God of grace, C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   We pray for creation. O God, who made heaven and earth, draw us to the beauty of 
the whole creation. Turn us toward a right relationship with the entire cosmos. God of 
grace,  C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   We pray for all nations, states, cities, and towns. O God, you rule over all the earth. 
Grant our elected officials humility in their decision-making for the sake of the entire 
world. God of grace,  C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   We pray for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. O God, who heals and 
strengthens, our help comes from you in times of need. Support, comfort, and heal those 
who suffer. God of grace,   C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   We pray for St. Stephen’s.  O God, who guides this congregation, encourage us to 
share the good news of Jesus Christ. Nurture our relationships with the community, that 
we serve and advocate for those who come to us in need. God of grace, 
C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   We offer thanksgiving for the faithful departed. O God, whose promises never end, 
we thank you for all the saints who have shown us the way of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
God of grace,  C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  C   Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always.  C   And also with you. 
P   Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL PRAYERS 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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+ MEAL + 
 
OFFERING SONG: RAIN DOWN - JAIME CORTEZ 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  C   Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
DIALOGUE 
P   The Lord be with you.   C   And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts.   C   We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 
HOLY HOLY HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you we 
worship and adore. 
  
You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you created fire for 
warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded us in your image, and 
with mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the 
Israelites and cherished them as your own. 
  
That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit, you called to 
us through the life and death of Jesus. 
   
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
C   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
P   With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new creation. 
We remember his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection, which renews the 
face of the earth. We await his coming, when, with the world made perfect through your 
wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no more.  C   Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P   Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send upon us and this meal 
your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love. Enfold in 
your arms all who share this holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we may 
be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. C   Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
P   Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received the cry 
of the needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and bound to you in 
love, we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory and honor is 
yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
  

C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT (ELW 715) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P   Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the 
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and 
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. C   Amen 
 

+ SENDING + 
 
BLESSING 
P   The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.   C   Amen. 
 
P   The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound 
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.   C   Amen. 
 
P   The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. C   Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: GLORY AND PRAISE TO OUR GOD BY DAN SCHUTTE VV.1-3 

 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Remember the poor.  C   Thanks be to God. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
 
James of Jerusalem, martyr, died around 62 
Thursday, October 23, 2025 
One of three early-church leaders named James, this man is identified in the New 
Testament and by a historian of the time as a brother of Jesus. Scholars are uncertain 
whether this means a blood brother. He was a leader of the church in Jerusalem. 
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Announcements for the week of 
October 19, 2025 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Candle for October is given to the glory of God and in loving memory 
of Rosemary & Joseph Abbattista by Jaclyn Shurman 

 
************************************ 

We welcome Vincente Batsford as our supply organist this morning. We are grateful for 
his presence and for sharing his musical gifts in worship today.    

 

 
Remember to wear RED next week, it’s Reformation Sunday! 

 
 

 October Movie: Come enjoy an afternoon of laughter and lighthearted fun with the 
classic Halloween comedy Hocus Pocus! This family-friendly film follows three 
over-the-top witches who are accidentally resurrected in modern-day Salem—
and hilariously try to navigate the 20th century while stirring up a bit of 
mischief. Full of silly antics, clever jokes, and playful spookiness, it’s a great 
way to enjoy the season with friends and family. Join us October 26th at 2:30! 
 

 Towel Collection Update: Members of our local Thrivent office were delighted to 
receive 15 sets of new bath towels and washcloths from friends & members of St. Stephen’s. 
Their Action Team volunteers rolled almost 300 towels and washcloths into kits including 
toiletries such as razors, toothpaste and brushes, soap, shampoo. These kits were then donated 
to The INN (Interfaith Nutrition Network) for distribution to their guests. Thank you for your 
generosity! 
 

 Gentle reminder: all items for the November newsletter are due to Tanya by Friday 
the 23rd!  You can email her directly at TMaurer145@aol.com. 
 

 Do you love to sing? Come add your voice to our church choir! No experience is 
necessary—just a willing heart and a love for music. Choir is a wonderful way to share your 
gifts and be part of something that uplifts the whole congregation in worship. All are 
welcome—join us and help fill our sanctuary with song! 
 

 Altar Guild Needs You: Our numbers are few, and the Guild would welcome your 
help. We’re a small team that prepares the sanctuary for Sunday Communion, festive 
services, & Services of Word & Light. Don’t be overwhelmed—seasonal changes & tasks are 
handled in pairs, as a group, or with help from the Property Committee. It’s a meaningful act 
of service to the Lord. If you're interested or have questions, speak with Lauren, Bill, Beth, or 
Jane. 
 

 Coffee Hour Sign-Up: The October–December sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. Please 
consider hosting by providing treats for a given Sunday. 
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 Altar Flowers & Sanctuary Candle: A chart on the lobby bulletin board allows us to 
designate weekly Sunday service altar flowers or the monthly sanctuary lamp candle as 
special memorial or in honor of gifts. Use the envelopes provided to forward the gift ($25.00 
for flowers; $15.00 for candle). Be sure to include information concerning who is being 
honored or memorialized by your gift as well as your name, address and telephone number. 
You may also contact the church office at 516-931-0710. 
 

 Fellowship Discussion: “The Chosen” takes an intimate look at the real and authentic 
lives of Jesus and all those around him through this historical 
drama. “The Chosen” brings the Bible to life.  At each meeting 
we’ll watch an episode followed by a deep-dive discussion about 
the scripture that inspired that episode. We will meet every other 
Wednesday in the Pastor’s Lounge at 2:00. Our next meeting is 
Wednesday - October 22nd - Join us! 
 

 Bible Study: Beginning with Advent, 2025, we will be reading Matthew's Gospel. 
Beginning with Advent, 2025, we will be reading Matthew's Gospel on Sundays. 
This Gospel, written to a mostly Jewish audience, takes great care to show how Jesus fulfilled 
the prophecies of the Old Testament.  Please join us for six weeks of study on this important 
text.  All are welcome!  Please note:  there will be NO Bible study on Monday, November 3.   
The study concludes on Monday, December 1. 
Time: Oct 20, 2025 07:00 PM  |  Every week on Mon, until Dec 1, 2025, 6 occurrence(s) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89572873310?pwd=QWhu3azsyJ1gNpWIga2JeOlDGiUwdk.1 
Meeting ID: 895 7287 3310  |  Passcode: 224913 
 
Parish Calendar This Week (October 19th - October 26th) 
 

Day Event Time 
Sunday, October 19th 18th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am 
Tuesday, October 21st    Back to Basics 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, October 22nd   The Chosen Viewing 2:00 pm  
 N.A. 7:00 pm 
Thursday October 23rd Church Council Meeting 7:00 pm 
Sunday, October 26th  Reformation Sunday Holy Communion 9:00 am 

 
 
Serving at Worship Today - Sunday, 9:00 AM 
 

Assisting Minister...Christine Goetzger-Sedlak  Usher……………………..............John Musi 
Lector……………………...…Tyler LaVorgna  Greeter………………..…....Lynn Browning 
Acolyte…………….........Natalie Mangiaracina  Audio/Visual……………….Tyler LaVorgna 
Music Director…….…………...Mason Griffin  Altar Guild…………….Lauren & Bill Artus 
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Parish Prayer List 
If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to the 
Prayer List, please call the office.  Please remember to keep the office updated. 
  

Pray For Our Congregation 
Laureen Aiello 
Bill Artus 
Dottie Eberhardt  
Richard Engert  
Rick Mosebach 
Ilona Riggers  
Lenny Schiliro 
Joe Shurman 
June Waller 
Ilse Zeeck 
Alana & Derek Mueller on the loss of their parents 
  

Pray For Our Families 
Fred Barrell (brother-in-law of Paul and Susan Portz)  
Peter Denning (son-in-law of Lois Angstadt) 
Joe DiSalvo (cousin of Maureen O’Brien)  
James Ebersberger (brother of Jane Ebersberger)  
Jim Fritz (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn) 
Bernd Pfeiffer (brother of Christel LaVorgna) 
Linda Pisano (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn) 
Jean Riolo (mother of Christine Carlson)  
Neil Tingwall (husband of Tanya Maurer, son in law of Robert & Nan Maurer) 
 

Pray For Our Friends 
Sadie & Jennifer Amiruddin (friends of Maureen O’Brien) 
Brianna Baldassano (daughter to dear friend of Maureen O'Brien) 
Alice Brahs (friend of Maureen O’Brien) 
Angela Capo (friend of Laureen Aiello) 
Sue Eletti (friend of Christel LaVorgna) 
Ellen Grace (high school friend of Joan Hagner) 
John Judge (friend of Jane Ebersberger)  
Mark Kravitz (friend of John Langbehn) 
Jenn Logan and her Mother (friends of Janet Muller) 
Ellen Motoi (friend of Maureen O’Brien)  
Betty, John & Mary Beth Ott (friends of Jane Ebersberger)  
Bill Schlatter (friend of the Hesse Family) 
Martina Schmid (former member of the congregation) 
Mark Trommsdorff (friend of Dave & Laura Staton) 


