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Sunday, November 16, 2025 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 
The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The 
warnings are dire. The tone of today’s texts is 
ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the 
meantime. The baptized are strengthened for the 
living of these days in word and sacrament. The 

baptized rally around the invitation of the apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what is 
right.” 
 
 
 
WELCOME!  We are glad to have you join us in worship today.  Here are a few notes to 
help you feel more at home participating in our worship. 
  
Worshipping.  Today’s service is printed in this bulletin.  Parts in bold indicate 
responses by everyone in which you are invited to participate. 
  
Communion.  Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his 
true body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All 
baptized Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to 
receive the sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available 
from the Lector.  Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please 
come forward as directed by the ushers. 
  
Coffee Hour.  We hope that you will join us for coffee and conversation in the lobby 
following the worship service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
               

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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+ GATHERING + 
 

PRELUDE 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P   In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  C   Amen. 
 
P   God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  C   Amen. 
 
P   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Pause for silent reflection. 
 
P   Gracious God,  C   have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly 
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
P   God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: RISE, SHINE, YOU PEOPLE! (ELW 665) 

 
 
 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. C   And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is 
strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and 
guide, we may live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   C   Amen. 
 

+ WORD + 
 

FIRST READING: MALACHI 4:1-2A 
A reading from Malachi. 
 

1 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will 
be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will 
leave them neither root nor branch. 2a But for you who revere my name the sun of 
righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 
…The word of the Lord.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: 98 

 
 1 Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things, whose right hand and 
holy arm have | won the victory. 
 2 O LORD, you have made | known your victory, you have revealed your 
righteousness in the sight | of the nations. 
 3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; all the 
ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 
 4 Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands; lift up your voice, re- | joice, and 
sing. R 
 5 Sing to the LORD | with the harp, with the harp and the | voice of song. 
 6 With trumpets and the sound | of the horn shout with joy before the | king, the 
LORD. 
 7 Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, the world and those who | dwell therein. 
 8 Let the rivers | clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the 
LORD, who comes to | judge the earth. 
 9 The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness and the peo- | ples with equity. R 
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SECOND READING: 2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-13 
A reading from 2 Thessalonians. 
 

6 Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
keep away from every brother or sister living irresponsibly and not according to the 
tradition that they received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate 
us; we were not irresponsible when we were with you, 8 and we did not eat anyone’s 
bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day so that we 
might not burden any of you. 9 This was not because we do not have that right but in 
order to give you an example to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you 
this command: anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11 For we hear that some of you 
are living irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12 Now such persons we 
command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their 
own living. 13 Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 
…The word of the Lord.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: LUKE 21:5-19 
P   The holy gospel according to Luke. C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones 
and gifts dedicated to God, Jesus said, 6 “As for these things that you see, the days will 
come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 
 
  7 They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is 
about to take place?” 8 And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for many will 
come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 
  9 “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things must 
take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10 Then he said to them, 
“Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom; 11 there will be great 
earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful 
portents and great signs from heaven. 
  12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand 
you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors 
because of my name. 13 This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14 So make up your 
minds not to prepare your defense in advance, 15 for I will give you words and a wisdom 
that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be 
betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they will put some of 
you to death. 17 You will be hated by all because of my name. 18 But not a hair of your 
head will perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your souls.” 
…The gospel of the Lord.  C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: SHEPHERD ME, O GOD - MARTY HAUGEN 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
A   With the whole Church, we confess our faith. 
 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A   Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 
 
A   God of roots and branches, defend the leaders of your church as they proclaim the 
gospel using discernment, wisdom, and brave testimony. Keep all the baptized on 
righteous paths in response to Christ’s call. Hear us, O God.     C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   God of roaring seas, in a world of earthquake, famine, and plague, use your mighty 
power to nurture the land and all that lives upon it. Restore peoples and places 
experiencing natural disasters. Strengthen organizations who provide aid to any in crisis. 
Hear us, O God.  C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   God of victory, among quests for power, guide those in government, courts, law 
enforcement agencies, and the military. Turn them from war and violence to actions of 
care that build up the common good. Hear us, O God. C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   God of healing, where injustice and exploitation result in populations that are 
marginalized or underserved, accompany those abandoned by friends, hurt by family, and 
harmed by violence or oppression. Care for all who are ill, anxious, or in pain of any 
kind. Hear us, O God. C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   God of new songs, in a congregation of faithful believers, energize us for 
compassionate service and delight us through worship and inspired prayer. Encourage 
your people in building equitable community where all are valued. Hear us, O God. 
C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   God of every generation, we remember the saints with steadfast love and faithfulness. 
Confident in Christ’s victory over death, may we be inspired by the example of the 
faithful. Hear us, O God.  C   Your mercy is great. 
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A   We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and 
unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  C   Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always.  C   And also with you. 
P   Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 
 
 

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
+ MEAL + 

 
 

OFFERING SONG: WHEN LOVE IS FOUND (WOV 749) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered 
together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of 
the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE 
P   The Lord be with you.   C   And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts.   C   We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 
HOLY HOLY HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you we 
worship and adore. 
 
You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you created fire for 
warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded us in your image, and 
with mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the 
Israelites and cherished them as your own. 
 
That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit, you called to 
us through the life and death of Jesus. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
C   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
P   With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new creation. 
We remember his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection, which renews the 
face of the earth. We await his coming, when, with the world made perfect through your 
wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no more.  C   Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
P   Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send upon us and this meal 
your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love. Enfold in 
your arms all who share this holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we may 
be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. C   Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
P   Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received the cry 
of the needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and bound to you in 
love, we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory and honor is 
yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
  
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
  
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: BE NOT AFRAID - BOB DUFFORD 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and 
nourished us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send 
us forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  C   Amen. 
 
 

+ SENDING + 
BLESSING 
P   The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. C   Amen. 
 
P   The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound 
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  C   Amen. 
 
P   The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. C   Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: BUILD US UP, LORD (ELW 670) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Serve the Lord.   C   Thanks be to God 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
 
Elizabeth of Hungary, renewer of society, died 1231 
Monday, November 17, 2025 
Born in Hungary, Elizabeth was betrothed to the son of the Landgrave of Thuringia, and 
at age four was taken to be raised with him at the Wartburg Castle. Ten years later they 
were married. She was very generous to the poor, and after her husband's death she lived 
in cruel hardship until her own death at age twenty-four. 
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November 16, 2025 Announcements 

Announcements for the week of November 16, 2025 
 

Sanctuary Lamp Candle for November is given to the glory of God and 
 

  in thanksgiving for the lives of Lillian & Joseph Muller & Lois Menik by their Family 
 

  in loving memory of Sophie & Frank O’Brien by Maureen O’Brien 
 

 

 
 

 

November 21st ~ Vinnie & Laureen Aiello 

 
 

 Thanksgiving Eve Service - Wednesday, November 26 at 7:30 pm 
We begin our Thanksgiving holidays this year with a celebration of Holy 
Communion on Wednesday evening, November 26, at 7:30 PM.  Please join 
us as we give thanks for the many blessings God has given us as individuals, 
families, and as a community. We also show our gratitude for the many gifts 
we have shared here at St. Stephen’s!   All are welcome. 
 
 

 
The sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. 

 
 

 Evangelism Committee: Please join us on Sunday, December 7th immediately 
following worship for a time of conversation and planning as we explore meaningful ways to 
reach out to new members of our community. Together we’ll look at how we can share the 
welcoming spirit of St. Stephen’s with new residents in Hicksville—inviting them not only to 
worship with us, but also to become part of our church family through fellowship, service, 
and faith. Everyone is welcome—your ideas, energy, and prayers can make a real difference 
as we continue to live out Christ’s call to “welcome one another, just as Christ has welcomed 
you.”  For more see Barbara Barcavage 
 

 Christmas Cookie Decorating Class: This year’s event with Paige will be held on 
December 14th following our Sunday service.  You will learn how to decorate 4 different 
Christmas themed cookies.  The cost is $50 per person - for more information, please see the 
form on the table in the Narthex. 
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 Movie of the Month: “Lilies of the Field” (1963) is a drama about an African-American 

handyman, Homer Smith (Sidney Poitier), who is hired by a group of 
impoverished German nuns in the Arizona desert to fix their farmhouse roof. 
The nuns' headstrong leader, Mother Maria (Lilia Skala), believes God sent 
Homer to help them build a chapel, and he eventually agrees, leading to an 
uplifting and funny story about faith, hard work, and unlikely friendships. 
Join us on Nov. 23rd at 2:00! 
 

 Christmas Giving Program: As always, we’ll be sharing the joy of the season by 
donating gifts to local families through our Christmas Giving Program. This 
year’s program will follow last year’s successful format. Coming soon, in the 
Narthex, you’ll find a manger filled with gift tags - each one representing a 
wish from a child in need. We invite you to take one (or more!) tags, shop for 
the requested gift, & return it unwrapped with the tag attached.  Through your 
generosity, we can help make Christmas a little brighter for our neighbors in 
need. 
 

 Sharing the Joy of the Season: As we prepare for the holiday season, we are once 
again gathering gifts of food to support our neighbors through Lutheran Life Services. We’re 
beginning a little earlier this year to ensure that every item reaches those who need it most in 
time for Christmas. You can help by bringing nonperishable food items, pantry staples, or 
grocery gift cards to church over the next few weeks. Your generosity helps fill tables, hearts, 
and homes with the warmth and hope of Christ’s love. Thank you for being part of this 
ministry of caring and compassion. Together, we can make a meaningful difference for 
families in our community this season. 
 

 Coffee Hour Sign-Up: The November–December sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.  
Please consider hosting by providing treats for a given Sunday. 
 

 Do you love to sing? Come add your voice to our church choir! No experience is 
necessary—just a willing heart and a love for music. Choir is a wonderful way to share your 
gifts and be part of something that uplifts the whole congregation in worship. All are 
welcome—join us and help fill our sanctuary with song!   
 

 Altar Guild Needs You: Our numbers are few, and the Guild would welcome your 
help. We’re a small team that prepares the sanctuary for Sunday Communion, festive 
services, & Services of Word & Light. Don’t be overwhelmed—seasonal changes & tasks are 
handled in pairs, as a group, or with help from the Property Committee. It’s a meaningful act 
of service to the Lord. If you're interested or have questions, speak with Lauren, Bill, Beth, or 
Jane. 
 
 



November 16, 2025 Announcements 

 Altar Flowers & Sanctuary Candle: A chart on the lobby bulletin board allows us to 
designate weekly Sunday service altar flowers or the monthly sanctuary lamp candle as 
special memorial or in honor of gifts. Use the envelopes provided to forward the gift ($25.00 
for flowers; $15.00 for candle). Be sure to include information concerning who is being 
honored or memorialized by your gift as well as your name, address and telephone number. 
You may also contact the church office at 516-931-0710. 
 

 Fellowship Discussion: “The Chosen” takes an intimate look at the real and authentic 
lives of Jesus and all those around him through this historical 
drama. “The Chosen” brings the Bible to life.  At each meeting 
we’ll watch an episode followed by a deep-dive discussion about 
the scripture that inspired that episode. We will meet every other 
Wednesday in the Pastor’s Lounge at 2:00. Our next meeting is 
Wednesday - November 19th - Join us! 
 

 Bible Study: Beginning with Advent, 2025, we will be reading Matthew's Gospel. 
This Gospel, written to a mostly Jewish audience, takes great care to show how Jesus fulfilled 
the prophecies of the Old Testament.  Please join us for six weeks of study on this important 
text.  All are welcome!  Please note:  there will be NO Bible study on Monday, November 3.   
The study concludes on Monday, December 1. 
Time: 7:00 PM | Every week on Mon, until Dec 1, 2025, 6 occurrences 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89572873310?pwd=QWhu3azsyJ1gNpWIga2JeOlDGiUwdk.1 
Meeting ID: 895 7287 3310  |  Passcode: 224913 
 
Parish Calendar This Week (November 16th - November 23rd) 
 

Day Event Time 
Sunday, November 16th   23rd Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am 
 HSS Yoga 10:00 am 
Tuesday, Nov 18th     Back to Basics 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, Nov 19th   N.A. 7:00 pm 
Thursday, Nov 20th   Church Council Meeting 7:00 pm 
Sunday, November 23rd   Christ The King Holy Communion 9:00 am 

 
Serving at Worship Today - Sunday, 9:00 AM 
 

Assisting Minister………….....Barbara Engert  Usher……………………....Mark Hammaren 

Lector……………………........Jaclyn Shurman  Greeter………………..…..Maureen O’Brien 

Acolyte……………................AJ Mangiaracina  Audio/Visual……………….Tyler LaVorgna 

Music Director…….…………...Mason Griffin  Altar Guild……………Beth, Christine, Jane 
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Parish Prayer List 
If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to the 
Prayer List, please call the office.  Please remember to keep the office updated. 
  

Pray For Our Congregation 
Laureen Aiello 
Bill Artus 
Dottie Eberhardt  
Richard Engert  
Judi Meinhardt 
Rick & Jan Mosebach 
Ilona Riggers  
Joe Shurman 
June Waller 
Ilse Zeeck 
 
Pray For Our Families 
Fred Barrell (brother-in-law of Paul and Susan Portz)  
Peter Denning (son-in-law of Lois Angstadt) 
Joe DiSalvo (cousin of Maureen O’Brien)  
James Ebersberger (brother of Jane Ebersberger)  
Jim Fritz (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn) 
Andrew Ojeda (son of Pastor Moira Ahearne) 
Bernd Pfeiffer (brother of Christel LaVorgna) 
Laura Panero (mother of Laureen Aiello) 
Linda Pisano (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn) 
Jean Riolo (mother of Christine Carlson)  
Deacon Fred von Voigt (uncle of Muller/Shurman family) 
 

Pray For Our Friends 
Sadie & Jennifer Amiruddin (friends of Maureen O’Brien) 
Alice Brahs (friend of Maureen O’Brien) 
Angela Capo (friend of Laureen Aiello) 
Sue Eletti (friend of Christel LaVorgna) 
Ellen Grace (high school friend of Joan Hagner) 
John Judge (friend of Jane Ebersberger)  
Mark Kravitz (friend of John Langbehn) 
Diane Litterer (friend of Joan Hagner) 
Jenn Logan and her Mother (friends of Janet Muller) 
Ellen Motoi (friend of Maureen O’Brien)  
Natalie (daughter-in-law to friend of Laureen Aiello) 
Betty, John & Mary Beth Ott (friends of Jane Ebersberger)  
Bill Schlatter (friend of the Hesse Family) 
Martina Schmid (former member of the congregation) 
Mark Trommsdorff (friend of Dave & Laura Staton) 


