7 Wednesday, November 26, 2025
" Thanksgiving Eve
Thanksgleg - Every gathering for worship has elements of
b <5 ;1\\‘ thanksgiving. When we are nourished with God'’s
VO |
1 Worshi “. bounty in holy communion, when we partake of
L Ve SRR \ P \ . Jesus word that gives life to the world, and even
WY i ‘ — \ when two or three of us simply join our hearts in
o prayer to make our requests known to God, we do so
“with thanksgiving.” Let us give thanks to God, who is good and whose mercy endures
forever.

WELCOME! We are glad to have you join us in worship today. Here are a few notes to
help you feel more at home participating in our worship.

Worshipping. Today’s service is printed in this bulletin. Parts in bold indicate
responses by everyone in which you are invited to participate.

Communion. Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his
true body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All
baptized Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to
receive the sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available
from the Lector. Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please
come forward as directed by the ushers.

Coffee Hour. We hope that you will join us for coffee and conversation in the lobby
following the worship service.

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
270 South Broadway | Hicksville NY 11801
Church Office: Monday - Friday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Church Office: 516.931.0710
Barbara Barcavage, Church Council President (email ststephenstreasurerl@gmail.com)
Kate Lenzo, Parish Administrator (email office@ststephenshicksville.com)
Mason Griffin, Minister of Music
Church Website www.ststephenshicksville.com
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StStephensHicksvilleNY
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+ GATHERING +

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELL

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C Amen.

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Pause for silent reflection.

P Gracious God, C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ++ Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. C Amen.
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GATHERING SONG: ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME! (ELW 634)
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1 All hal the powr of Je-sus’name!Let an - gels pros-trate fall;
2 0 seced of Is - rael’s cho-sen race now ran-somed from the fall,
3 Hail him, you heirs of Da-vid’s line, whom Da - vid Lord did call—
4 Sin - ners, whose love can ne’er for - get the worm-wood and the gall,
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bring forth the roy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
the God in - car-nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
go spread your tro-phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all.
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Bring forth the roy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all
Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
The God 1in - car - nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
Go spread your tro-phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all

6 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
we at his feet may fall!
We'll join the everlasting song
and crown him Lord of all.

5 Letev'ry kindred, ev’ry tribe
on this terrestrial ball
to him all majesty ascribe
and crown him Lord of all.

Text: Edward Perronet, 1726-1792, sts. 1-4; J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, sts. 5-6
Music: CoroNATION, Oliver Holden, 1765-1844

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. C And also with you.
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
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nour-ish our souls . with your bod -y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray. Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new
every day. By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks
for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. C Amen.

+ WORD +

FIRST READING: DEUTERONOMY 26:1-11
A reading from Deuteronomy.

! “When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an
inheritance to possess and you possess it and settle in it, * you shall take some of the first
of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that the LoRD your God is
giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the LoRrD your God
will choose as a dwelling for his name. ° You shall go to the priest who is in office at that
time and say to him, ‘Today I declare to the LORD your God that | have come into the
land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us.” * When the priest takes the basket
from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the LORD your God, ° you shall make
this response before the LORD your God: ‘A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he
went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a
great nation, mighty and populous. ® When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted
us, by imposing hard labor on us, ' we cried to the LORD, the God of our ancestors; the
LorD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. ® The LORD
brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying
display of power, and with signs and wonders; ° and he brought us into this place and
gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. *° So now I bring the first of the
fruit of the ground that you, O LORD, have given me.” You shall set it down before the
Lorb your God and bow down before the LORD your God. ** Then you, together with the
Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the
LORD your God has given to you and to your house.”

... The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.
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PsaLM: 100
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En - ter God’s gates with thanks-giv-ing.

! Make a joyful noise to the LORD, ! all you lands!

?Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God’s presence | with a song.

* Know that the LoRD is God, our maker to whom | we belong; we are God’s people
and the sheep | of God’s pasture. R

* Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the | courts with praise; give thanks
and bless God’s | holy name.

°Good indeed is the LoRD, whose steadfast love is | everlasting, whose faithfulness
endures from | age to age. R

SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 4:4-9
A reading from Philippians.

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. ° Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. ° Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. " And
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.

®Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  As for the
things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the
God of peace will be with you. ...The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: JOHN 6:25-35
P The holy gospel according to John. C Glory toyou, O Lord.

> When the disciples found Jesus on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi,
when did you come here?” “° Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are
looking for me not because you saw signs but because you ate your fill of the loaves.
Do not work for the food that perishes but for the food that endures for eternal life,
which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.”
?8 Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?” *° Jesus
answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.”
%U'So they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us, then, so that we may see it
and believe you? What work are you performing? ** Our ancestors ate the manna in the
wilderness, as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.” ” * Then Jesus said
to them, “Very truly, | tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven,
but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. * For the bread of God is
that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” * They said to him,
“Sir, give us this bread always.”

% Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”
..The gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY: LIFT HIGH THE CRrosS (ELW 660)
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ¢ - fied
3 0 Lord, once lft - ed on the glo - rious  tree,
4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - ¢ - fied for vic - to - 1y!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

APOSTLES’ CREED
A With the whole Church, we confess our faith.

C | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.

God who is known in grain and vine, the baptismal waters, and in your word, renew the
church’s bishops, pastors, deacons, church staff, and all leaders of faith communities, that
they live into the fruitful nurturing of disciples. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A God of creation, we give you thanks for sheltering trees, shifting sands, and
stabilizing hills. Remind us, as we also learn from our Indigenous siblings, that your care
and intention are behind the shaping of all life. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A God of the widow and the orphan, we give thanks for all who serve and protect your
most beloved. Let us accompany elected officials and civic leaders as faithful advocates
for peace and safety. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A God of tender assurance, we give thanks for your continued presence in times of
need. Accompany those who are displaced from native lands, victims of injustice, or in
need of your sustenance. Comfort those unable to rejoice because of worry or illness.
Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A God of abundance, we give thanks for the gifts and talents shared in this community
of faith. In our diverse experiences of your presence, bless each ministry, gathering, and
shared space of prayer and fellowship. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A God who feeds us the bread of eternal life, we give thanks for the lives of the saints
and our shared memories with those who have died. With full confidence in the
resurrection, we honor their faith with our own. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and
unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you.
P Let us offer each other a sign of peace.
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ADDITIONAL PRAYERS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

+ MEAL +

OFFERING SONG: BLESSED ASSURANCE (ELW 638)
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine!Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look - ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.
Refrain
n H }
A [V N — R I — :
w E i o — .
J

This 18 my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav - 1or all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908

OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that
all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. C Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

P The Lord be with you. C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts. C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

P Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

HoLy HOoLY HoLY

heav-en and earth are full

of your glo - rv,
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you we
worship and adore.

You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you created fire for
warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded us in your image, and
with mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the
Israelites and cherished them as your own.

That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit, you called to
us through the life and death of Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new creation.
We remember his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection, which renews the
face of the earth. We await his coming, when, with the world made perfect through your
wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no more. C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send upon us and this meal
your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love. Enfold in
your arms all who share this holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we may
be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

P Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received the cry
of the needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and bound to you in
love, we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory and honor is
yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever.
C Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. C Thanks be to God.

LAMB OF GOD
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: MORNING HAS BROKEN (ELW 556)
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1 Morn-ing has bro - ken like the first morn - ing;
2 Sweet the rain’s new fall, sun - lit from heav - en,
3 Mine is the sun - light! Mine is the morn - ing,
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black-bird  has spo - ken like the first bird.
like the  first dew - fall on the first grass.
born of the one light E - den saw play!
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Praise for  the sing - ing! Praise for the morn - ing!
Praise for the sweet - ness of the wet gar - den,
Praise with e - la - ton, praise ev -ty morn - ing,
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Praise for them, spring - ing fresh from the Word!
sprung in com - plete - ness where God’s feet  pass.
God’s re - cre - a - tion of the new  day!

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, admin. David Higham Associates

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and

continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.
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+ SENDING +

BLESSING

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and

mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. C Amen.
SENDING SONG: HoLY HoLY HoLy (ELW 473)
9
',(L“ ) : j} J r 5 &
6; B T ¥
San - to, san - to, san - fo, mi co - ra-zon tea - do - ra.
Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly, my  heart, my heart a - dores you.
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Mi co - ra-zon te sa - be de-cir: San - to_eres  Se - for.

My heart is glad to say the words: You are ho - ly,

Text: Argentine traditional
Musgic: ARGENTINE SANTO, Argentine traditional

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Remember the poor. C Thanks be to God.

God.
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Upcoming Commemorations

Andrew, Apostle

Sunday, November 30, 2025

The first of the disciples to be called by Jesus, Andrew quickly began to bring others to
the Savior, including Simon Peter. The Bible also shows him leading some Greeks to
meet Jesus, and he brought forward the boy with five loaves and two fish, with which
Jesus fed thousands.

Francis Xavier, missionary to Asia, died 1552

Wednesday, December 3, 2025

A native of the Basque region of Spain, Xavier became a missionary to India, Southeast
Asia, Japan, and the Philippines. He also helped to found the Society of Jesus (Jesuits).

John of Damascus, theologian and hymnwriter, died around 749

Thursday, December 4, 2025

A monk in an abbey near Jerusalem, John wrote many hymns as well as theological
works. One of his works, The Fount of Wisdom, remained influential for centuries.

Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, died around 342

Saturday, December 6, 2025

Little is known about Nicholas, except that he was a bishop in present-day Turkey.
According to legend, he was famous for his giving to the poor, and so has become a
symbol of anonymous gift-giving.

Serving at Worship This Evening

Assisting Minister Jane Ebersberger Usher_ Rich Humann
Lector ... . . Christine Carlson  Greeter Lynn Browning
Acolyte Kiko Reyes Audio/Visual................... Tyler LaVorgna
Music Director....................... Mason Griffin  Altar Guild................ Lauren & Bill Artus
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