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Sunday April 12, 2026 
Second Sunday of Easter 
 
In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to 
the disciples and offers them the gift of 
peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we 
experience the resurrection in our Sunday 
gathering around word and meal, and in our 

everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter, the first two readings will be 
from the Acts of the Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians 
proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in 
baptism. 
 
 
 
WELCOME!  We are glad to have you join us in worship today.  Here are a few notes to 
help you feel more at home participating in our worship. 
  
Worshipping.  Today’s service is printed in this bulletin.  Parts in bold indicate responses 
by everyone in which you are invited to participate. 
  
Communion.  Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his true 
body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All baptized 
Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to receive the 
sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available from the 
Lector.  Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please come forward 
as directed by the ushers. 
  
Coffee Hour.  We hope that you will join us for coffee and conversation in the lobby 
following the worship service. 
 
 
 
 
 
               

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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✠ GATHERING ✠ 
 
PRELUDE 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave 
us birth, our light and our salvation.  C   Amen. 
 
P   Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.  
 
Pause for silent reflection. 
 
P   We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through 
the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your 
people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  
P   We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the 
gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your 
forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  
P   To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, now and forever.   C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG:  
GOD, WE GATHER AS YOUR PEOPLE: FOR ALL THE CHILDREN (ACS 1038) 

 



Sunday, April 12, 2026  |  Second Sunday of Easter    4 

GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  C   And also with you. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope 
of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness 
of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  C   Amen. 
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✠ WORD ✠ 
 
 
FIRST READING: ACTS 2:14A, 22-32 
A reading from Acts. 
 

14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 22 “Fellow 
Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God 
with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you 
yourselves know 23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 
24 But God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death, because it was 
impossible for him to be held in its power. 25 For David says concerning him,  
 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
  moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 
 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades 
  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; 
  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
  29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both 
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he 
knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants 
on his throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,  
 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 
…The word of the Lord.   C   Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 
PSALM 118:  THIS DAY WAS MADE BY THE LORD ~ CHRISTOPHER WALKER 

 
 
SECOND READING: 1 PETER 1:3-9 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has 
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven for you, 5 who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little 
while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your faith—being 
more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result 
in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen 
him, you love him, and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and 
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rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your 
faith, the salvation of your souls. 
…The word of the Lord.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: CELTIC ALLELUIA (ELW 174) 

 
 
GOSPEL: JOHN 20:19-31 
P   The holy gospel according to John.  C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked 
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 
  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, 
“My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 
  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written 
in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
…The gospel of the Lord.  C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ALL ARE WELCOME (ELW 641) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
A   With the whole Church, we confess our faith. 
 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A   Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 
us pray for the needs of all creation. 
 
A   Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do not exist. 
Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by day. Merciful God, 
  C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to the 
wonders of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic particles. 
Merciful God,   C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and openness to 
reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to work for peace in their 
nations. Merciful God,   C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any way. 
Reveal to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance you have prepared for 
them. Merciful God,   C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection. Deepen 
our care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving and sacrificial love. Merciful 
God,   C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have joined 
the church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us with them into your glorious 
presence. Merciful God,   C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new 
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  C   Amen. 
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PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always.  C   And also with you. 
P   Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 
 
ADDITIONAL PRAYERS 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THIS WEEK’S BIRTHDAYS 
Paul Portz - April 12th 
 
BIRTHDAY SONG 
He who began a good work in you (2x) 
Will be faithful to complete it (clap 3x) 
Will be faithful to complete it (clap 3x) 
He who started the work will be faithful to complete it in you! 
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✠ MEAL ✠ 
 
OFFERING SONG: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT (ELW 715) 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower 
us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous 
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  C   Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE 
P   The Lord be with you.  C   And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts.  C   We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you we 
worship and adore. 
  
P   You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you created fire for 
warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded us in your image, and 
with mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the 
Israelites and cherished them as your own. 
  
P   That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit, you called 
to us through the life and death of Jesus. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
  
P   Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
C   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
P   With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new creation. 
We remember his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection, which renews the 
face of the earth. We await his coming, when, with the world made perfect through your 
wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no more.  C   Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P   Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send upon us and this meal 
your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love. Enfold in 
your arms all who share this holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we may 
be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. C   Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
P   Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received the cry of 
the needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, 
we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory and honor is yours, 
O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
  



Sunday, April 12, 2026  |  Second Sunday of Easter    15 

SONG DURING COMMUNION: ALLELUIA! SING TO JESUS (ELW 392) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send 
us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C   Amen. 
 
 

✠ SENDING ✠ 
 
 
P   The Lord be with you.  C   And also with you. 
 
BLESSING 
P   The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and 
mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C   Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: WE ARE CALLED (ELW 720) 

 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Christ is with you.   C   Thanks be to God. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
 
Olavus Petri, priest, died 1552; Laurentius Petri, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1573; 
renewers of the church 
Sunday, April 19, 2026 
These two brothers studied with Luther at the University of Wittenberg and then returned 
to their native Sweden to introduce the Lutheran reforms. Olavus published a catechism 
and hymnal; Laurentius was a professor who defended the office of bishop and later 
became one. 
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Announcements for the week of  
April 12, 2026 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Candle for April is given to the glory of God and 
in Loving Memory of Deacon Fred von Voigt and Fran von Voigt by The 

Muller/Shurman Family 
~ ~ & ~ ~ 

in Loving Memory of Elaine Lehe, by her sister Maureen O’Brien 
 

 

 

  April 12th ~ Paul Portz 

 
 From Cans to Care: Helping every heart beat on. 

We are raising funds to purchase a new AED (Automated External Defibrillator) to keep 
our congregation safe.  Please consider a "gift from the heart" at any upcoming worship 
service. Donation envelopes are available on the table in the Narthex. 
 

 Fellowship Discussion 
“The Chosen” takes an intimate look at the real and authentic lives of Jesus and 
all those around him through this historical drama. “The Chosen” brings the 
Bible to life.  At each meeting we’ll present one episode followed by a 

discussion about the scripture that inspired that episode.  
Next Meeting: Wednesday April 22nd @ 2pm. 

 
 MOVIE TIME: ⚾ "42 " ⚾   Sun., April 26 at 3:00 

Based on baseball player Jackie Robinson, the 1st black athlete to play 
in Major League Baseball (MLB) during the modern era.  In 1946, 
Branch Rickey (Harrison Ford), legendary manager of the Brooklyn 
Dodgers, defies major league baseball's notorious color barrier by 
signing Jackie Robinson (Chadwick Boseman) to the team.  The heroic 
act puts both Rickey & Robinson in the firing line of the public, the press 
and other players. 
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 WENC Bible Study 
The next Bible study for Women of our Eastern Nassau Conference, meeting on third 
Thursdays, will be held at 10 a.m. on April 16th at St. David’s Lutheran Church in 
Massapequa Park. The group will continue looking at the “I Am” statements of Jesus. 
 

 Feeding our Families Food Drive 
The New LIFE Center-Long Island will be participating in the “Feeding Our Families” food 
drive at the Stop & Shop on Franklin Avenue in Franklin Square. This tri-state effort brings 
together nearly 200 Stop & Shop locations to support local food banks and uplift our 
neighbors facing food insecurity. The food drive will take place April 25th from 8:00 AM 
to 6:00 PM, and we are seeking volunteers who can offer one to two hours of their time. 
Your presence—no matter how small the commitment—can make a real difference in the 
lives of others and reflect the spirit of compassion and service we are called to live out each 
day. Anyone interested in volunteering is kindly asked to email Lynn Butte at 
lbutte@lssny.org. 
 
 
Serving at Worship Today - Sunday, 9:00 AM 
 

Assisting Minister                     Barbara Engert  Ushers            Kevin Barcavage & John Musi 

Lector                                      Mark Hammaren  Greeter                                          Ann Casey 

Acolyte                             Natalie Mangiaracina  Audio/Visual                        Tyler LaVorgna 

Music Director                            Mason Griffin  Altar Guild                             Allison Barone                          
                                          & Jane Ebersberger 

 
 
Parish Calendar This Week (April 12th - April 19th) 
 

Day Event Time 
Sunday, April 12th  Second Sunday of Easter Holy Communion 9:00 am 
 HSS Yoga 10:00 am 
 Satsang With A Smile 2:00 pm 
Tuesday, April 14th     Back to Basics 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, April 15th  N.A. 7:00 pm 
Thursday, April 16th Property Committee Mtng 7:00 pm 
Friday, April 18th LWML High Tea 11:30 am 
Sunday, April 19th  Third Sunday of Easter Holy Communion 9:00 am 
 Property Committee Workday Following Worship 
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Parish Prayer List 
If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to the 
Prayer List, please call the office.  Please remember to keep the office updated. 
 
Pray For Our Congregation 
Bill Artus 
Lauren Artus 
Dottie Eberhardt  
Richard Engert  
John Feeney 
John Langbehn 
Annika Mosebach 
Ilona Riggers  
Ilse Zeeck 
 
Pray For Our Families 
Richard Agarenzo (brother of Anthony Agarenzo) 
Fred Barrell (brother-in-law of Paul and Susan Portz)  
Carter (great-grandson of Lois Angstadt) 
Lynn Cawley (cousin of Muller/Shurman Family) 
Peter Denning (son-in-law of Lois Angstadt) 
James Ebersberger (brother of Jane Ebersberger)  
Mrs. Feeney (Mother of John Feeney) 
Jim Fritz (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn) 
Andrew Ojeda (son of Pastor Moira Ahearne) 
Bernd Pfeiffer (brother of Christel LaVorgna) 
Laura Panaro (mother of Laureen Aiello) 
Linda Pisano (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn) 
Jean Riolo (mother of Christine Carlson)  
Steve Scala (cousin of Laureen Aiello) 
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For Our Friends  
Jennifer Amiruddin (friend of Maureen O’Brien) 
Alice Brahs (friend of Maureen O’Brien)  
Carol (friend of Lois Angstadt) 
Ellen Grace (high school friend of Joan Hagner)  
John Judge (friend of Jane Ebersberger)   
Mark Kravitz (friend of John Langbehn)  
Jenn Logan and her Mother (friends of Janet Muller)  
Ellen Motoi (friend of Maureen O’Brien)   
Betty, John & Mary Beth Ott (friends of Jane Ebersberger)   
Rod (friend of the Maurer Family) 
Bill Schlatter (friend of the Hesse Family)  
Liz Weiser (friend of Barbara Barcavag) 


