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Sunday, April 26, 2026 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 
Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd 
Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in 
today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to 
abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil and 
guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each 
Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the 

world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s 
tender care to all creation. 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME!  We are glad to have you join us in worship today.  Here are a few notes to 
help you feel more at home participating in our worship. 
  
Worshipping.  Today’s service is printed in this bulletin.  Parts in bold indicate responses 
by everyone in which you are invited to participate. 
  
Communion.  Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his true 
body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All baptized 
Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to receive the 
sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available from the 
Lector.  Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please come forward 
as directed by the ushers. 
  
Coffee Hour.  We hope that you will join us for coffee and conversation in the lobby 
following the worship service. 
 
 
 
 
              

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
270 South Broadway | Hicksville NY 11801 

Church Office:  Monday - Friday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Church Office: 516.931.0710 

Barbara Barcavage, Church Council President (email ststephenstreasurer1@gmail.com) 
Kate Lenzo, Parish Administrator (email office@ststephenshicksville.com) 

Mason Griffin, Minister of Music 
Church Website www.ststephenshicksville.com 

Follow us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/StStephensHicksvilleNY 
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✠ GATHERING ✠ 
 
PRELUDE 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave 
us birth, our light and our salvation. 
C   Amen. 
 
P   Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.  
 
Pause for silent reflection. 
 
P   We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through 
the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your 
people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the 
gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your 
forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: AS WE GATHER AT YOUR TABLE (ELW 522) 

 
 
 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C   And also with you. 
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SONG OF PRAISE 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety 
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and 
security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
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✠ WORD ✠ 
 
FIRST READING: ACTS 2:42-47 
A reading from Acts. 
 

42 The baptized devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. 
 
  43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done 
through the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in common; 
45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any 
had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread 
at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the 
goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who 
were being saved. 
…The word of the Lord.   C   Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: SHEPARD ME, O GOD (ELW 780) 
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SECOND READING: 1 PETER 2:19-25 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
 
19 It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering 
unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if 
you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. 
21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
 22 “He committed no sin, 
  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, 
but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his 
body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his 
wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have 
returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
…The word of the Lord.   C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: CELTIC ALLELUIA (ELW 174) 

 
 
GOSPEL: JOHN 10:1-10 
P   The holy gospel according to John.  C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said: 1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate 
but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is 
the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his 
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all 
his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 
5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know 
the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to them. 
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  7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All 
who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am 
the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find 
pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 
life and have it abundantly.” 
…The gospel of the Lord.   C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS (ELW 502) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
A   With the whole Church, we confess our faith. 
 

C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A   Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 
us pray for the needs of all creation. 
 
A   Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of righteousness. 
Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us beside the still waters 
of your grace. We pray for military and prison chaplains serving near and far.  Merciful 
God,  C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and instruct 
our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your creation. 
Merciful God,  C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate for 
human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of violence or 
vengeance. Merciful God,  C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or 
injured. Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God, 
C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a 
community where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill our cups 
to overflowing. Merciful God,  C   receive our prayer. 
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A   Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in your 
love. At our end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home. Merciful God, 
C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new 
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
C   Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always.  C   And also with you. 
P   Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 
 
ADDITIONAL PRAYERS 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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✠ MEAL ✠ 
 
OFFERING SONG: RAIN DOWN BY JAIME CORTEZ 
 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower 
us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous 
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
C   Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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DIALOGUE 
P   The Lord be with you.   C   And also with you.  
P   Lift up your hearts.   C   We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along the 
way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into the path of love and light. 
In every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all humanity. The cry 
of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to the afflicted, 
to break bread with the outcast and despised, and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice 
and sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 
C   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

P   Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day when Jesus shall 
return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. Come, Lord Jesus! And let 
the church say, Amen. 
C   Amen. 
  

P   Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. Come, Spirit of 
freedom! And let the church say, Amen. 
C   Amen. 
  

P   Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, that, rejoicing 
in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. Through 
him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty 
Father, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
  

C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. C   Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: MY LIFE FLOWS ON IN ENDLESS SONG (ELW 763) 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send 
us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C   Amen. 
 

✠ SENDING ✠ 
 
BLESSING 
P   The Lord be with you.  C   And also with you. 
P   Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: LEAD ME, GUIDE ME (ELW 768) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
A   Go in peace. Remember the poor.   C   Thanks be to God. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
 
Catherine of Siena, theologian, died 1380 
Wednesday, April 29, 2026 
This theologian was the first woman among Roman Catholics to receive the title "Doctor 
[teacher] of the Church." Catherine was a Dominican sister known for her mystical visions 
as well as her work on behalf of people who were poor and imprisoned. 
 
Philip and James, Apostles 
Friday, May 1, 2026 
Philip was one of the first disciples of Jesus, and called Nathanael to “come and see.” Little 
is known of James, the son of Alphaeus, called “the Less” to distinguish him from another 
apostle named James. 
 
Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, died 373 
Saturday, May 2, 2026 
Best remembered for defending the teaching that Christ was fully God against those who 
taught otherwise, Athanasius was an influential church leader around the time of the 
Council of Nicea. He was banished from Alexandria five times for his forthright views. 
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Announcements for the week of  
April 26, 2026 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Candle for April is given to the glory of God and 
in Loving Memory of Deacon Fred von Voigt and Fran von Voigt by The 

Muller/Shurman Family 
~ ~ & ~ ~ 

in Loving Memory of Elaine Lehe by her sister Maureen O’Brien 
 

 

 

Christel & Donald LaVorgna  - 4/28 

 
 From Cans to Care: Helping every heart beat on. 

We are raising funds to purchase a new AED (Automated External Defibrillator) to keep 
our congregation safe.  Please consider a "gift from the heart". Donation envelopes are 
available on the table in the Narthex, and can be placed in the offering plate on any 
upcoming Sunday. 
 

 See the Story. Share the Conversation. 
“The Chosen” takes an intimate look at the real and authentic lives of Jesus and 
all those around him through this historical drama. “The Chosen” brings the 
Bible to life.  At each meeting we’ll present one episode followed by a 

discussion about the scripture that inspired that episode.  
Next Meeting: Wednesday May 6th @ 2pm. 

 
 Come and See… 

…a Pilgrimage to the Garden Tomb here at St. Stephen's.  Save all the expense and trouble 
of traveling to The Holy Land and walk the path to The Garden Tomb here at St. 
Stephen's.   Hear the words of the first witnesses of the Resurrection and Rejoice with 
us.  Today is the final tour.  Come join us!  "CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED ALLELUIA".   
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 MOVIE TIME: ⚾ "42 " ⚾   TODAY!!  Sun., April 26 at 3:00 
Based on baseball player Jackie Robinson, the 1st black athlete to play 
in Major League Baseball (MLB) during the modern era.  In 1946, 
Branch Rickey (Harrison Ford), legendary manager of the Brooklyn 
Dodgers, defies major league baseball's notorious color barrier by 
signing Jackie Robinson (Chadwick Boseman) to the team.  The heroic 
act puts both Rickey & Robinson in the firing line of the public, the press 
and other players. 
 

 A Thoughtful Way to Honor Someone Special 
A chart on the lobby bulletin board allows us to designate weekly Sunday service altar 
flowers or the monthly sanctuary lamp candle as special memorial/in honor of gifts. Use the 
envelopes provided to forward the gift ($25.00 for flowers; $15.00 for candle). Be sure to 
include information concerning who is being honored/memorialized by your gift as well as 
your name, address and telephone number. You may also contact the church office at 
516.931.0710.  
 
Serving at Worship Today - Sunday, 9:00 AM 
 

Assisting Minister   Christine Geotzger-Sedlak  Ushers            Kevin Barcavage & John Musi 

Lector                                     Christine Carlson  Greeter                                           Ilse Zeeck 

Acolyte                             Natalie Mangiaracina  Audio/Visual                        Tyler LaVorgna 

Music Director                            Mason Griffin  Altar Guild                             Allison Barone                          
                                          & Jane Ebersberger 

 
Parish Calendar This Week (April 26h - May 3rd) 
 

Day Event Time 
Sunday, April 26th   Fourth Sunday of Easter Holy Communion 9:00 am 
 HSS Yoga 10:00 am 
 Movie time - “42” 3:00 pm 
Tuesday, April 28th       Back to Basics 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, April 29th  N.A. 7:00 pm  
Thursday, April 30th  Council Meeting  7:00 pm 
Sunday, May 3rd    Fifth Sunday of Easter Holy Communion 9:00 am 
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Parish Prayer List 
If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to the 
Prayer List, please call the office.  Please remember to keep the office updated. 
 
Pray For Our Congregation 
Bill Artus 
Lauren Artus 
Barbara Barcavage 
Dottie Eberhardt  
Richard Engert  
John Feeney 
John Langbehn 
Annika Mosebach 
Jan Mosebach 
Ilona Riggers  
Ilse Zeeck 
 
Pray For Our Families 
Richard Agarenzo (brother of Anthony Agarenzo) 
Fred Barrell (brother-in-law of Paul and Susan Portz)  
Scott Berman (cousin of Laureen Aiello) 
Lynn Cawley (cousin of Muller/Shurman Family) 
Peter Denning (son-in-law of Lois Angstadt) 
James Ebersberger (brother of Jane Ebersberger)  
Mrs. Feeney (Mother of John Feeney) 
Jim Fritz (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn) 
Andrew Ojeda (son of Pastor Moira Ahearne) 
Bernd Pfeiffer (brother of Christel LaVorgna) 
Laura Panaro (mother of Laureen Aiello) 
Linda Pisano (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn) 
Jean Riolo (mother of Christine Carlson)  
Steve Scala (cousin of Laureen Aiello) 
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For Our Friends  
Jennifer Amiruddin (friend of Maureen O’Brien) 
Alice Brahs (friend of Maureen O’Brien)  
Carol (friend of Lois Angstadt) 
Ellen Grace (high school friend of Joan Hagner)  
John Judge (friend of Jane Ebersberger)   
Mark Kravitz (friend of John Langbehn)  
Jenn Logan and her Mother (friends of Janet Muller)  
Ellen Motoi (friend of Maureen O’Brien)   
Betty, John & Mary Beth Ott (friends of Jane Ebersberger)   
Rod (friend of the Maurer Family) 
Bill Schlatter (friend of the Hesse Family)  
Liz Weiser (friend of Barbara Barcavage) 


