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Sunday May 3, 2026 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of 
Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ 
promise that he goes to prepare a place for 
his followers in his Father’s house. Our 
baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ 
mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, 
we are a holy people, called to proclaim the 
one who called us out of darkness into light. 

In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 
 
 
WELCOME!  We are glad to have you join us in worship today.  Here are a few notes to 
help you feel more at home participating in our worship. 
  
Worshipping.  Today’s service is printed in this bulletin.  Parts in bold indicate responses 
by everyone in which you are invited to participate. 
  
Communion.  Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his true 
body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All baptized 
Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to receive the 
sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available from the 
Lector.  Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please come forward 
as directed by the ushers. 
  
Coffee Hour.  We hope that you will join us for coffee and conversation in the lobby 
following the worship service. 
 
 
 
 
 
              

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
270 South Broadway | Hicksville NY 11801 
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Barbara Barcavage, Church Council President (email ststephenstreasurer1@gmail.com) 
Kate Lenzo, Parish Administrator (email office@ststephenshicksville.com) 

Mason Griffin, Minister of Music 
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✠ GATHERING ✠ 
 
PRELUDE 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave 
us birth, our light and our salvation. 
C   Amen. 
 
P   Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
Pause for silent prayer. 
 
P   We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and 
placed us in a well-watered garden. In the desert, you promised pools of water for the 
parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the way, you sent 
the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you washed us from Jesus’ 
wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
  
P   We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all 
water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy all who thirst, and 
give us the life only you can give. 
  
P   To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: GLORY AND PRAISE TO OUR GOD - DAN SCHUTTE 
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GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  C   And also with you. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. 
Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share 
his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  C   Amen. 
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✠ WORD ✠ 
 

FIRST READING: ACTS 7:55-60 
A reading from Acts. 
 

55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and 
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and 
with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city 
and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 
named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
…The word of the Lord.   C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM: PSALM 31:5 

 
1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame; deliver me | in your 
righteousness. 
2 Incline your | ear to me; make haste to de- | liver me. 
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold; 
for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me. 
4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me, for you are my tow- | er 
of strength. R 
5 Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, | God of 
truth. 
15 My times are | in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from 
those who | persecute me. 
16 Let your face shine up- | on your servant; save me in your | steadfast love.” R 
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SECOND READING: 1 PETER 2:2-10 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
 

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
  4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 
God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For 
it stands in scripture:  
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,  
 “The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8 and  
 “A stone that makes them stumble 
  and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 
order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into 
his marvelous light. 
 10 Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy. 
…The word of the Lord.   C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: JOHN 14:1-14 
P   The holy gospel according to John. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said to the disciples: 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe 
also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 
you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said 
to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus 
said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know 
him and have seen him.” 
  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said 
to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do 
you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to 
you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 
11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then 
believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in 
me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because 
I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
…The gospel of the Lord.  C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: SHINE, JESUS, SHINE (ELW 671) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
A   With the whole Church, we confess our faith. 
 

C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A   Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 
us pray for the needs of all creation. 
 
A   God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay leaders, 
deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast love to all whom 
they encounter. Merciful God, C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and 
valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and climate disaster. 
Merciful God, C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be instruments 
of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents of compassion, 
and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge and assistance. Merciful God, 
 C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide for any 
in need, and comfort those who are sick. Instill caregivers with a sense of purpose to be 
your healing hands in this world. Merciful God,  C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to 
witness to your love in the world. Make your presence known among those unable to attend 
worship today. Merciful God,  C   receive our prayer. 
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A   God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we are 
never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who witnessed to 
your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful God,  C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new 
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  C   Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always.  C   And also with you. 
P   Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL PRAYERS 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
THIS WEEK’S BIRTHDAYS 
Anthony Mangiaracina - May 6th  
 
BIRTHDAY SONG 
He who began a good work in you (2x) 
Will be faithful to complete it (clap 3x) 
Will be faithful to complete it (clap 3x) 
He who started the work will be faithful to complete it in you! 
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✠ MEAL ✠ 
 
OFFERING SONG: JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE (ELW 836) 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is 
sure. Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the 
gifts we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
C   Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE 
P   The Lord be with you.   C   And also with you.  
P   Lift up your hearts.   C   We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy God, mighty and merciful, your people praise you, saying: Your mercy endures 
forever.   C   Your mercy endures forever. 
  
P   By your promise you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures, granting them life 
and calling them to flourish, setting the sign of your bow in the clouds, the colors of your 
love and faithfulness. Your mercy endures forever. 
C   Your mercy endures forever. 
  
P   By your promise you bound yourself to your people of old, blessing them with family 
outnumbering the stars and calling them to be a blessing to others, showing them steadfast 
love in every generation and calling them to be a light to the nations. Your mercy endures 
forever.  C   Your mercy endures forever. 
  
P   By your promise you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved, grafting us into your living 
Vine, and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. With this bread and 
cup we remember his life laid down and lifted up as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
C   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
P   Send your Holy Spirit upon us and these gifts of bread and wine. Bless us to be a 
blessing. Make us a sign of your faithfulness. Send us to tend and cherish the earth and to 
serve the world with mercy and love. With Saint Stephen and all the saints in light, with 
the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, through 
Christ Jesus, in your Spirit, now and forever.  C   Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
  

C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: YOU ARE MINE (ELW 581) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. Living God, as the disciples ate and drank with their risen Lord, we have 
been nourished with the very presence of Christ. Through this meal may we be 
strengthened to keep your word and to proclaim the power of your love in Jesus Christ our 
Savior.  C   Amen. 
 
 

✠ SENDING ✠ 
 
BLESSING 
P   The Lord be with you.  C   And also with you. 
P   God, the Source of glory, God, the Word of life, God, the Spirit of truth ☩ bless you 
all, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG: WE HAVE BEEN TOLD ~ DAVID HAAS 
 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
A   Go in peace. Christ is with you.  C   Thanks be to God. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
 
Monica, mother of Augustine, died 387 
Monday, May 4, 2026 
Monica was married to a pagan husband who was ill-tempered and unfaithful, but whom 
she helped bring into the Christian faith. She repeated the influence on her son Augustine, 
who went on to become one of the greatest church teachers. 
 
Julian of Norwich, renewer of the church, died around 1416 
Friday, May 8, 2026 
When she was about thirty years old, Julian (or Juliana) reported visions that she later 
compiled into a book, Sixteen Revelations of Divine Love, now a classic of medieval 
mysticism. The visions declared that love was the meaning of religious experience, 
provided by Christ who is love, for the purpose of love. 
 
Victor the Moor, martyr, died 303 (TFF) 
Friday, May 8, 2026 
Also known as Victor Maurus, this native of the northwest African nation of Mauritania 
was a soldier in the Roman Praetorian Guard. Under the persecution of Maximian, Victor 
died for his faith at Milan. 
 
Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church, hymnwriter, died 1760 
Saturday, May 9, 2026 
When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked permission to live on Zinzendorf's land. He 
agreed, and eventually worldwide Moravian missions emanated from this community. 
Zinzendorf participated in these missions, and is also remembered for writing hymns 
characteristic of his Pietistic faith. 
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Announcements for the week of  
May 3, 2026 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Candle for May is given to the glory of God and 
in Loving Memory of Ed Dressler by Loretta Dressler 

Altar Flowers for today are given to the glory of God and  
in Memory of Martina Schmid by Linda Weidlich 

 

  
Anthony Mangiaracina, May 6th  

Roger Engert, May 18th 
Dorothy Eberhardt, May 19th 

Gail & Anthony Agarenzo, May 24th 

 
Helping every heart beat on!! 
We are raising funds to purchase a new AED (Automated External 
Defibrillator) to keep our congregation safe.  Please consider a "gift from the 
heart". Donation envelopes are available on the table in the Narthex, and can 
be placed in the offering plate on any upcoming Sunday. 

 
A Thoughtful Way to Honor Someone Special 

A chart on the lobby bulletin board allows us to designate weekly Sunday 
service altar flowers or the monthly sanctuary lamp candle as special 
memorial/in honor of gifts. Use the envelopes provided to forward the gift 

($25.00 for flowers; $15.00 for candle). Be sure to include information 
concerning who is being honored/memorialized by your gift as well as your 

name, address and telephone number. You may also contact the church office at 
516.931.0710. 

 
See the Story. Share the Conversation. 
“The Chosen” takes an intimate look at the real and authentic lives 
of Jesus and all those around him through this historical drama. 
“The Chosen” brings the Bible to life.  At each meeting we’ll 
present one episode followed by a discussion about the scripture 
that inspired that episode.  Next Meeting: Wednesday May 6th @ 2pm. 
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St. Stephen’s Needs YOU! 
Looking for a meaningful way to be involved? We’re welcoming new 
volunteers for an important ministry in our church: Altar Guild.  This 
small and dedicated team prepares the sanctuary for Sunday Communion, 
festive services, and Services of Word & Light. Tasks and seasonal 
changes are shared and supported, often done in pairs or as a group, with 

help from the Property Committee when needed. This is a meaningful way to serve and 
care for our worship space. Interested or have questions? Please speak with Jane. 

 
Serving at Worship Today - Sunday, 9:00 AM 
 

Assisting Minister                  Jane Ebersberger  Ushers            Kevin Barcavage & John Musi 

Lector                                        Brianna Feeney  Greeter                                          Ann Casey 

Acolyte                                    AJ Mangiaracina  Audio/Visual                        Tyler LaVorgna 

Music Director                            Mason Griffin  Altar Guild                          Jane Ebersberger 

 
Parish Calendar This Week (May 3rd - May 10th)  
 

Day Event Time 
Sunday, May 3rd    Fifth Sunday of Easter Holy Communion 9:00 am 
 HSS Yoga 10:00 am 
Tuesday, May 5th        Back to Basics 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, May 6th   The Chosen 2:00 pm 
 N.A. 7:00 pm  
Sunday, May 10th     Sixth Sunday of Easter Holy Communion 9:00 am 

 
Parish Prayer List 

If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to the 
Prayer List, please call the office.  Please remember to keep the office updated. 
 
Pray For Our Congregation 
Bill Artus 
Lauren Artus 
Barbara Barcavage 
Dottie Eberhardt  
Richard Engert  
John Feeney 
John Langbehn 
Annika Mosebach 
Jan Mosebach 
Ilona Riggers  
Ilse Zeeck 
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Pray For Our Families 
Richard Agarenzo (brother of Anthony Agarenzo) 
Fred Barrell (brother-in-law of Paul and Susan Portz)  
Scott Berman (cousin of Laureen Aiello) 
Lynn Cawley (cousin of Muller/Shurman Family) 
Peter Denning (son-in-law of Lois Angstadt) 
James Ebersberger (brother of Jane Ebersberger)  
Mrs. Feeney (Mother of John Feeney) 
Jim Fritz (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn) 
Arleen Grimm (cousin of Maureen O’Brien) 
Andrew Ojeda (son of Pastor Moira Ahearne) 
Bernd Pfeiffer (brother of Christel LaVorgna) 
Laura Panaro (mother of Laureen Aiello) 
Linda Pisano (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn) 
Jean Riolo (mother of Christine Carlson)  
Steve Scala (cousin of Laureen Aiello) 
 
For Our Friends 
Jennifer Amiruddin (friend of Maureen O’Brien) 
Alice Brahs (friend of Maureen O’Brien)  
Carol (friend of Lois Angstadt) 
Ellen Grace (high school friend of Joan Hagner)  
John Judge (friend of Jane Ebersberger)   
Mark Kravitz (friend of John Langbehn)  
Jenn Logan and her Mother (friends of Janet Muller)  
Ellen Motoi (friend of Maureen O’Brien)   
Betty, John & Mary Beth Ott (friends of Jane Ebersberger)   
Rod (friend of the Maurer Family) 
Bill Schlatter (friend of the Hesse Family)  
Liz Weiser (friend of Barbara Barcavage) 
 


