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Sunday, May 10, 2025 
Sixth Sunday of Easter & 
Mother’s Day 
 
Jesus does not abandon his followers. 
Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to 
abide with his disciples of every generation. 

As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit 
of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s 
table the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world. 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME!  We are glad to have you join us in worship today.  Here are a few notes to 
help you feel more at home participating in our worship. 
  
Worshipping.  Today’s service is printed in this bulletin.  Parts in bold indicate responses 
by everyone in which you are invited to participate. 
  
Communion.  Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his true 
body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All baptized 
Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to receive the 
sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available from the 
Lector.  Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please come forward 
as directed by the ushers. 
  
Coffee Hour.  We hope that you will join us for coffee and conversation in the lobby 
following the worship service. 
 
 
 
 
               

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
270 South Broadway | Hicksville NY 11801 

Church Office:  Monday - Friday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Church Office: 516.931.0710 

Barbara Barcavage, Church Council President (email ststephenstreasurer1@gmail.com) 
Kate Lenzo, Parish Administrator (email office@ststephenshicksville.com) 

Mason Griffin, Minister of Music 
Church Website www.ststephenshicksville.com 

Follow us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/StStephensHicksvilleNY 
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✠ GATHERING ✠ 
 
PRELUDE 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave 
us birth, our light and our salvation. 
C   Amen. 
 
P   Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.  
 
Pause for silent reflection. 
 
P   We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through 
the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your 
people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  
P   We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the 
gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your 
forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  
P   To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: CHRIST IS RISEN! ALLELUIA! (ELW 382) 

 
 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  C   And also with you. 
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SONG OF PRAISE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and 
on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the 
world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C   Amen. 
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✠ WORD ✠ 
 
FIRST READING: ACTS 17:22-31 
A reading from Acts. 
 

22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 
spiritual you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the 
objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an 
unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The 
God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does 
not live in shrines made by human hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though 
he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 
26 From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the 
times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that 
they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though 
indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our 
being’; as even some of your own poets have said,  
 ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’ 
29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver 
or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While God has 
overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in 
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all 
by raising him from the dead.” 
…The word of the Lord.   C   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: PSALM 66:8 

 
8 Bless our | God, you peoples; let the sound of | praise be heard. 
9 Our God has kept us a- | mong the living and has not allowed our | feet to slip. R 
10 For you, O God, have | tested us; you have tried us just as sil- | ver is tried. 
11 You brought us in- | to the net; you laid heavy burdens up- | on our backs. 
12 You let people ride over our heads; we went through | fire and water, but you brought 
us out into a place | of refreshment. 
13 I will enter your house | with burnt offerings and will pay | you my vows— 
14 those that I promised | with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I | was in trouble. 
15 I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the | smoke of rams; I will give you 
ox- | en and goats. R 
16 Come and listen, all you | who believe, and I will tell you what God has | done for me. 
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17 I called out to God | with my mouth, and praised the Lord | with my tongue. 
18 If I had cherished evil | in my heart, the Lord would | not have heard me; 
19 but in truth | God has heard me and has attended to the sound | of my prayer. 
20 Blessed be God, who has not reject- | ed my prayer, nor withheld unfailing | love from 
me. R 
 
SECOND READING: 1 PETER 3:13-22 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
 

13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you do 
suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be 
intimidated, 15 but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your 
defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you, 16 yet 
do it with gentleness and respect. Maintain a good conscience so that, when you are 
maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 
17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer 
for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but made alive 
in the spirit, 19 in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 
20 who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, 
during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, were saved through 
water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt 
from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 
authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
…The word of the Lord.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  CELTIC ALLELUIA (ELW 174) 
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GOSPEL: JOHN 14:15-21 
P   The holy gospel according to John. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said to the disciples: 15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I 
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This 
is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
  18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will 
no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day 
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my 
commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be 
loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 
…The gospel of the Lord. 
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: MORNING HAS BROKEN (ELW 556) 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
A   With the whole Church, we confess our faith. 
 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A   Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 
us pray for the needs of all creation. 
  
A   God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in relationship with 
you and one another. Guide the church and its leaders to proclaim Christ’s righteousness 
throughout the world. Merciful God,  C   receive our prayer. 
  
A   You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and young animals, 
provide unpolluted habitats and clean water, and raise up stewards for the environment. 
Merciful God,  C   receive our prayer. 
  
A   You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and equity among judges 
and lawyers, gentleness and courage among first responders, and peace among leaders of 
towns and nations. Merciful God,   C   receive our prayer. 
  
A   You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, shelter any who are 
unhoused, feed those undernourished, and accompany and console all who are lonely, 
bereaved, anxious, or ill. Merciful God,  C   receive our prayer. 
  
A   You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother hen cares for her 
chicks, bless all who provide motherly care in our lives, and inspire us to care for one 
another. Merciful God,  C   receive our prayer. 
  
A   God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the example of the 
faithful departed, who clung to your promises of life, forgiveness of sins, and salvation. 
Merciful God,  C   receive our prayer. 
  
A   God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new 
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  C   Amen. 
  

PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always.  C   And also with you. 
P   Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 
  
ADDITIONAL PRAYERS 
  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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✠ MEAL ✠ 
 
OFFERING SONG: SPIRIT, OPEN MY HEART (ACS 1043) 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower 
us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous 
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  C   Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  

DIALOGUE 
P   The Lord be with you.   C   And also with you.  
P   Lift up your hearts.   C   We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

PREFACE 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the 
majesty of your glory. 
  

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but have eternal life. 
  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to 
accomplish all things for our salvation. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes.  C   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

P   Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks 
to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully 
to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your 
servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the 
body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving 
the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our 
inheritance with all your saints. 
  

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 
now and forever.  C   Amen. 
  
LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
  

C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.   C   Thanks be to God. 

 
LAMB OF GOD 
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR (ELW 838) 

 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send 
us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  C   Amen. 
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✠ SENDING ✠ 
 

BLESSING OF MOTHERS 
P   Gracious God, in love you have given us the gift of mothers. Grant to each of them your 
power and grace. Strengthen them in their mothering with tenderness and understanding, 
with compassion and joy. 
 
Endow them with wisdom and knowledge so that they might teach their children how to 
live and how to love; how to seek and pursue that which is right and true; how to turn 
away from all that is hurtful and wrong. 
 
Deepen their faith so that they might instill in their children a love for you that will sustain 
and keep them their whole life long. We ask this in Jesus' name.    C   Amen. 
 
A   Today, on Mother's Day, we give thanks for the mothers we remember today, and all 
our mothers, especially...names are read from the Book of Remembrance…  
 
P   May God bless all mothers who are with us, and those who are with God.   C   Amen. 

 
 
BLESSING 
P   The Lord be with you.  C   And also with you. 
 
P   The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. C   Amen. 
 
P   The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound 
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  C   Amen. 
 
P   The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  C   Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, LORD GOD ALMIGHTY! (ELW 413) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
A   Go in peace. Share the good news.   C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com.   Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 



Sunday May 10, 2026  |  Sixth Sunday of Easter   17 

 
Upcoming Commemorations 

 
Matthias, Apostle 
Thursday, May 14, 2026 
Matthias was the apostle added to the Twelve after Jesus' resurrection, as a replacement for 
the dead Judas Iscariot. He had traveled among the followers of Jesus throughout the Lord's 
ministry. Formerly commemorated on February 24, Matthias's celebration is moved to May 
14 in agreement with most Western calendars. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com.      Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Announcements for the week of  
May 10, 2026 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Candle for May is given to the glory of God and 
in Loving Memory of Ed Dressler by Loretta Dressler 

 

 

Altar Flowers for today are given to the glory of God and  
 

In honor of Donna Smith, Mother to Pastor Moira Ahearne,  
on her 101st Heavenly Birthday 

 

In honor of Dorothy Eberhardt on Mother’s Day by Ellen Eberhardt 
 

 

 

A Blessed Mother’s Day! We celebrate the mothers in our lives and in our congregation 
this morning, giving thanks with grateful hearts for all who provide mothering care. Please 
take a moment to add a name to our Remembrance Book if you would like someone 
remembered during today’s service. 
 

On your way out of worship today, please take a carnation in honor of the mothers and 
mother figures who bless our lives each day. Happy Mother’s Day!! 

 

Helping every heart beat on!! 
We continue to raise funds to purchase a new AED (Automated External 
Defibrillator) to keep our congregation safe.  Please consider a "gift from the 

heart". Donation envelopes are available on the table in the Narthex, and can be 
placed in the offering plate on any upcoming Sunday. 

 

Save the Date – Looking Ahead… 
Well… we blinked, and the sign-up deadline for this year’s Memorial 
Day Parade marched right past us! But good news—we’re already 

setting our sights on next year. Please mark your calendars now for 
Memorial Day 2027 and plan to join us as we proudly represent our 

parish. We’d love to walk together! 
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A Thoughtful Way to Honor Someone Special 
A chart on the lobby bulletin board lets us designate Sunday altar flowers or 

the monthly sanctuary lamp as memorial or in-honor gifts. Please use the 
provided envelopes to submit your gift ($25 for flowers; $15 for the candle), 

& include the name of the person being honored or memorialized, along with 
your name, address, & telephone number. You may also contact the church office at 
516.931.0710. 
 
See the Story. Share the Conversation. 

“The Chosen” takes an intimate look at the real and authentic lives of 
Jesus and all those around him through this historical drama. “The 
Chosen” brings the Bible to life.  At each meeting we’ll present one 
episode followed by a discussion about the scripture that inspired that 

episode.  Next Meeting: Wednesday May 20th @ 2pm. 
 
St. Stephen’s Needs YOU! 

Looking for a meaningful way to be involved? We’re welcoming new 
volunteers for an important ministry in our church: Altar Guild.  This small 
and dedicated team prepares the sanctuary for Sunday Communion, festive 
services, and Services of Word & Light. Tasks and seasonal changes are 

shared and supported, often done in pairs or as a group, with help from the Property 
Committee when needed. This is a meaningful way to serve and care for our worship 
space. Interested or have questions? Please speak with Jane. 

 
Serving at Worship Today - Sunday, 9:00 AM 
 

Assisting Minister                          Beth Feeney  Ushers        Tyler LaVorgna & Rich Humann 

Lector                                        Jaclyn Shurman  Greeter                                  Lynn Browning 

Acolyte                                         Gavin Barone  Audio/Visual                        Tyler LaVorgna 

Music Director                            Mason Griffin  Altar Guild                          Jane Ebersberger 

 
Parish Calendar This Week (May 10th - May 17th)  
 

Day Event Time 
Sunday, May 10th     Sixth Sunday of Easter Holy Communion 9:00 am 
 HSS Yoga 10:00 am 
Tuesday, May 12th        Back to Basics 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, May 13th   N.A. 7:00 pm  
Thursday, May 14th Property Committee Mtng 7:30 pm 
Sunday, May 17th      Seventh Sunday of Easter Holy Communion 9:00 am 



May 10, 2026  |  Announcements  |  office@ststephenshicksville.com  |  516.931.0710 

Parish Prayer List 
If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to the 
Prayer List, please call the office.  Please remember to keep the office updated. 
 
Pray For Our Congregation 
Bill Artus 
Lauren Artus 
Barbara Barcavage 
Gail Bodnar 
Dottie Eberhardt  
Richard Engert  
John Feeney 
John Langbehn 
Annika Mosebach 
Jan Mosebach 
Ilona Riggers  
Ilse Zeeck 
 
Pray For Our Families 
Richard Agarenzo (brother of Anthony Agarenzo) 
Fred Barrell (brother-in-law of Paul and Susan Portz)  
Scott Berman (cousin of Laureen Aiello) 
Lynn Cawley (cousin of Muller/Shurman Family) 
Peter Denning (son-in-law of Lois Angstadt) 
James Ebersberger (brother of Jane Ebersberger)  
Mrs. Feeney (Mother of John Feeney) 
Jim Fritz (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn) 
Arleen Grimm (cousin of Maureen O’Brien) 
Andrew Ojeda (son of Pastor Moira Ahearne) 
Bernd Pfeiffer (brother of Christel LaVorgna) 
Laura Panaro (mother of Laureen Aiello) 
Linda Pisano (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn) 
Jean Riolo (mother of Christine Carlson)  
Steve Scala (cousin of Laureen Aiello) 
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For Our Friends 
Jennifer Amiruddin (friend of Maureen O’Brien) 
Alice Brahs (friend of Maureen O’Brien)  
Carol (friend of Lois Angstadt) 
Ellen Grace (high school friend of Joan Hagner)  
John Judge (friend of Jane Ebersberger)   
Mark Kravitz (friend of John Langbehn)  
Jenn Logan and her Mother (friends of Janet Muller)  
Ellen Motoi (friend of Maureen O’Brien)   
Betty, John & Mary Beth Ott (friends of Jane Ebersberger)   
Bill Schlatter (friend of the Hesse Family)  
Liz Weiser (friend of Barbara Barcavage) 

 


