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Sunday, May 17, 2026 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 
In these days between Ascension and 
Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in 
the upper room, waiting for the Spirit to 
transform the church around the world. In 
today’s gospel Jesus prays for his followers 

and for their mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and economic divisions, we seek 
the unity that Jesus had with his Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith 
in the world, eager for the unity that God intends for the whole human family. 
 
 
 
WELCOME!  We are glad to have you join us in worship today.  Here are a few notes to 
help you feel more at home participating in our worship. 
  
Worshipping.  Today’s service is printed in this bulletin.  Parts in bold indicate responses 
by everyone in which you are invited to participate. 
  
Communion.  Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his true 
body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All baptized 
Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to receive the 
sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available from the 
Lector.  Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please come forward 
as directed by the ushers. 
  
Coffee Hour.  We hope that you will join us for coffee and conversation in the lobby 
following the worship service. 
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✠ GATHERING ✠ 
 
PRELUDE 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave 
us birth, our light and our salvation.  C   Amen. 
 
P   Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.  
 
Pause for silent reflection 
 
P   We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 
  
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you 
led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by 
John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters 
and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the 
gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your 
forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, now and forever.  C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: CITY OF GOD ~ DAN SCHUTTE  VV. 1-3  
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GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C   And also with you. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your 
right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world 
may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C   Amen 
 
 

✠ WORD ✠ 
 
FIRST READING: ACTS 1:6-14 
A reading from Acts. 
 

6 When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you 
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going 
and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 
11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, 
who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him 
go into heaven.” 
 
  12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to 
the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to 
prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his 
brothers. 
…The word of the Lord.    C   Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 118: THIS DAY WAS MADE BY THE LORD ~ CHRISTOPHER WALKER 
 

 
 
 
SECOND READING: 1 PETER 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
 

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test 
you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you are 
sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory 
is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit 
of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
 
  5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt 
you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline 
yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, 
looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that 
your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 
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10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you 
to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 
11 To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
…The word of the Lord.   C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION CELTIC ALLELUIA (ELW 174) 
 

 
 
GOSPEL: JOHN 17:1-11 
P   The holy gospel according to John.  C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 After Jesus had spoken these words to his disciples, he looked up to heaven and said, 
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you 
have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 
him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave 
me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in 
your presence before the world existed. 
  6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know 
that everything you have given me is from you, 8 for the words that you gave to me I have 
given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you, and 
they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on 
behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 
10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I 
am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we 
are one.” 
…The gospel of the Lord.  C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: BLEST ARE THEY (ELW 728) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
A   With the whole Church, we confess our faith. 
 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A   Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 
us pray for the needs of all creation. 
 
A   O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy Spirit, inspire 
musicians, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim the gospel of Jesus. Merciful God, 
C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, nurture plants and 
animals, protect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care for all you have made. 
Merciful God,  C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in political leaders, 
business leaders, school administrators, and all who care for others a desire for peace and 
equity. Merciful God,  C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and relationships. Soothe 
the anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort those living with memory loss and their 
families, and heal the sick. Merciful God,  C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless those experiencing 
significant transitions in life such as graduation, retirement, new employment, and 
accompany us in our prayers during these times. Merciful God, 
C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us by the steadfast faith 
of those who have gone before us, so that we may be confident in the assurances you give. 
Merciful God,  C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new 
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  C   Amen. 
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PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always.  C   And also with you. 
P   Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 
 
ADDITIONAL PRAYERS 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THIS WEEK’S BIRTHDAYS 
Roger Engert - May 18th 
Dorothy Eberhardt - May 19th  
 
BIRTHDAY SONG 
He who began a good work in you (2x) 
Will be faithful to complete it (clap 3x) 
Will be faithful to complete it (clap 3x) 
He who started the work will be faithful to complete it in you! 
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✠ MEAL ✠ 
 
OFFERING SONG: LET ALL THINGS NOW LIVING (ELW 881) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower 
us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous 
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  C   Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
DIALOGUE 
P   The Lord be with you.   C   And also with you.  
P   Lift up your hearts.   C   We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the 
majesty of your glory. 
  
P   You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but have eternal life. 
  
P   We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to 
accomplish all things for our salvation. 
  
P   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 
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gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
P   For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 
C   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
P   Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks 
to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully 
to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your 
servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the 
body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving 
the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our 
inheritance with all your saints. 
  
P   To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 
now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
  
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  C   Thanks be to God. 
  



Sunday, May 17, 2026 | Seventh Sunday of Easter 15 

LAMB OF GOD 
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: LORD, YOU GIVE THE GREAT COMMISSION (ELW 579) 
VERSES 1-3 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send 
us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C   Amen. 
 

✠ SENDING ✠ 
 

BLESSING 
P   The Lord be with you.  C   And also with you. 
P   The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C   Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG: BUILD US UP, LORD (ELW 670) 
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DISMISSAL 
A   Go in peace. Share the good news.  C    Thanks be to God. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
 
Erik, King of Sweden, martyr, died 1160 
Monday, May 18, 2026 
Erik is considered the patron saint of Sweden. As king of that nation, he tried to bring peace 
in the region, and to spread Christianity in Scandinavia. He was also known for his attempts 
to make fair laws and to protect those who were poor or sick. 
 
Helena, mother of Constantine, died around 330 
Thursday, May 21, 2026 
Influenced by her son to become Christian, Helena (or Helen) lived an exemplary life of 
faith. She is also remembered for traveling through Palestine building churches on the sites 
she believed to be associated with Christ's life. 
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Sanctuary Lamp Candle for May is given to the glory of God and
in Loving Memory of Ed Dressler by Loretta Dressler

Altar Flowers for today are given to the glory of God and 
 in Memory of Ed Dressler by Loretta Dressler and

in Honor of Dorothy Eberhardt on her Birthday by Ellen Eberhardt and
in Honor of Dorothy Eberhardt on her Birthday by Paul & Susan Portz

Announcements for the week of 
May 17, 2026

Helping every heart beat on!!
We are continuing our efforts to raise
funds for a new AED (Automated
External Defibrillator) to help keep our
congregation safe and prepared in case of
emergency. If you are able, please
consider a “gift from the heart” in
support of this important need. Donation
envelopes are available on the table in
the Narthex and may be placed in the
offering plate on any upcoming Sunday.

Save the Date – Looking Ahead…
Well… we blinked, and the sign-up
deadline for this year’s Memorial Day
Parade marched right past us! But good
news—we’re already setting our sights on
next year. Please mark your calendars
now for Memorial Day 2027 and plan to
join us as we proudly represent our
parish. We’d love to walk together!

See the Story. Share the Conversation.
“The Chosen” takes an
intimate look at the real and
authentic lives of Jesus and
all those around him
through this historical
drama. “The Chosen”
brings the Bible to life. At 
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Pentecost is coming up next
Sunday (May 24 ), and we’d
love for everyone to wear red to
celebrate! Red reminds us of the
fire of the Holy Spirit and the 

th

Let’s Wear Red for Pentecost!

each meeting we’ll present one episode
followed by a discussion about the
scripture that inspired that episode. Next
Meeting: This Wednesday May 20th @
2pm.

Roger Engert, May 18th

Dorothy Eberhardt, May 19th

energy of the Church coming to life.
Whether it’s a shirt, scarf, tie, or even
socks—join the fun and let’s fill the
church with color! 

From Barbara Barcavage: I'd like to sincerely thank everyone for the cards, calls, prayers,
flowers, flamingos and "the bell" and your kind expressions of concern during my recent
surgery and recovery. I'm deeply grateful for your love, support, and continued prayers.



Day Event Time

Sunday, May 17    th Seventh Sunday of Easter Holy Communion 9:00 am

HSS Yoga 10:00 am

Satsang With A Smile 2:00 pm

Tuesday, May 19th Back to Basics 7:00 pm

Wednesday, May 20   th N.A. 7:00 pm 

Friday, May 22nd June Newsletter Items Due All Day

Sunday, May 24th Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am

John Wayne, Dean Martin: Wayne as a
Texan sheriff who arrests the brother of a
powerful local rancher for murder and
then has to hold the man in jail until a
U.S. Marshal can arrive........tense
moments! 

Date: Sunday, May 24th
Time: 2:00 PM

Leave your six-shooter 
at the door.

Honor Someone Special
A chart on the lobby bulletin board lets us
designate Sunday altar flowers or the
monthly sanctuary lamp as memorial or
in-honor gifts. Please use the provided
envelopes to submit your gift ($25 for
flowers; $15 for the candle), & include
the name of the person being honored or
memorialized, along with your name,
address, & telephone number. You may
also contact the church office at
516.931.0710.

Serving at Worship Today - Sunday, 9:00 AM
Assisting Minister..................Kevin Dolan
Lector...................................Rich Humann
Acolyte....................Natalie Mangiaracina
Ushers..........Rick Mosebach & John Musi

Greeter..........................Maureen O’Brien
Music Director...................Mason Griffin
Audio/Visual....................Tyler LaVorgna
Altar Guild.....................Jane Ebersberger

Parish Calendar This Week (May 17th - May 24th)
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May Movie Madness

St. Stephen’s Needs YOU!
Looking for a meaningful way to be involved? We’re welcoming new volunteers for an
important ministry in our church: Altar Guild. This small and dedicated team prepares
the sanctuary for Sunday Communion, festive services, and Services of Word & Light.
Tasks and seasonal changes are shared and supported, often done in pairs or as a group,
with help from the Property Committee when needed. This is a meaningful way to serve
and care for our worship space. Interested or have questions? Please speak with Jane.
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Parish Prayer List
If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to

the Prayer List, please call the office. Please remember to keep the office updated.

Pray For Our Congregation
Bill Artus
Lauren Artus
Dottie Eberhardt 
Richard Engert 
John Feeney
John Langbehn
Annika Mosebach
Jan Mosebach
Ilona Riggers 
Ilse Zeeck

Pray For Our Families
Richard Agarenzo  (brother of Anthony Agarenzo)
Fred Barrell  (brother-in-law of Paul and Susan Portz) 
Scott Berman  (cousin of Laureen Aiello)
Lynn Cawley  (cousin of Muller/Shurman Family)
Peter Denning  (son-in-law of Lois Angstadt)
James Ebersberger  (brother of Jane Ebersberger) 
Mrs. Feeney  (Mother of John Feeney)
Jim Fritz  (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn)
Arleen Grimm  (cousin of Maureen O’Brien)
Andrew Ojeda  (son of Pastor Moira Ahearne)
Bernd Pfeiffer  (brother of Christel LaVorgna)
Laura Panaro  (mother of Laureen Aiello)
Linda Pisano  (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn)
Jean Riolo  (mother of Christine Carlson) 
Steve Scala  (cousin of Laureen Aiello)

For Our Friends
Jennifer Amiruddin  (friend of Maureen O’Brien)
Alice Brahs  (friend of Maureen O’Brien) 
Carol  (friend of Lois Angstadt)
Ellen Grace  (high school friend of Joan Hagner) 
John Judge  (friend of Jane Ebersberger) 
Mark Kravitz  (friend of John Langbehn) 
Jenn Logan and her Mother  (friends of Janet Muller) 
Ellen Motoi  (friend of Maureen O’Brien) 
Betty, John & Mary Beth Ott  (friends of Jane Ebersberger) 
Bill Schlatter  (friend of the Hesse Family) 
Liz Weiser  (friend of Barbara Barcavage)


