
WELCOME! We are glad to have you join us in worship today. Here are a few notes to
help you feel more at home participating in our worship.

Worshipping. Today’s service is printed in this bulletin. Parts in bold indicate responses
by everyone in which you are invited to participate.

Coffee Hour. We hope that you will join us for coffee and conversation in the lobby
following the worship service.

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
270 South Broadway | Hicksville NY 11801

Church Office: Monday - Friday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Church Office: 516.931.0710

Barbara Barcavage, Church Council President (email ststephenstreasurer1@gmail.com)
Kate Lenzo, Parish Administrator (email office@ststephenshicksville.com)

Mason Griffin, Minister of Music
Church Website www.ststephenshicksville.com

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StStephensHicksvilleNY
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Sunday June 28, 2026
5th Sunday after Pentecost

Communion. Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his
true body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All
baptized Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to
receive the sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available
from the Lector. Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please come
forward as directed by the ushers.

The welcome of baptism is for all God’s
children. This baptismal gift sets us free
from the power of sin and death. In today’s
gospel, Christ promises that the disciple
who gives a cup of cold water to the little
ones serves Christ himself. From worship
we are sent on our baptismal mission: to
serve the little ones of this world and to be
a sign of God’s merciful welcome.
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✠ Gathering ✠

Prelude
 
Ringing Of The Bell
 
Confession and Forgiveness
P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who looks upon us in compassion, forgives
our sin, and heals our lives.
C   Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Pause for silent reflection.

P   Have mercy, O God,     C  against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your
compassion, cleanse us from our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new
heart and give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, but fill us with your Holy
Spirit and restore your joy within us. Amen.

P   As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you. As high as heaven
is above earth, so vast is God’s love for you. As far as east is from west, so far God
removes your sin from you, renewing your life through Jesus Christ. Blessed be God who
crowns us with mercy and love.
C   Blessed be God forever.



Gathering Song: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712)
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Greeting
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.       C   And also with you.
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Kyrie

Prayer of the Day
P   Let us pray. O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and
mercy reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one
another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C   Amen..

✠ Word ✠

First Reading: Jeremiah 28:5-9
A reading from Jeremiah.

 The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and
all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord,  and the prophet Jeremiah
said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfill the words that you have
prophesied and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord
and all the exiles.  But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the
hearing of all the people.  The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times
prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms.  As
for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it
will be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.”

5

6

7

8

9

...The word of the Lord.       C   Thanks be to God.



 Your love, O Lord, forever | will I sing; from age to age my mouth will pro- | claim your
faithfulness.
1

 For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is estab- | lished forever; you have set
your faithfulness firmly | in the heavens.
2

 “I have made a covenant with my | chosen one; I have sworn an oath to Da- | vid my
servant:
3

 ‘I will establish your | line forever, and preserve your throne for all | generations.’ ”
R
4

 Happy are the people who know the | festal shout! They walk, O Lord, in the light | of
your presence.
15

 They rejoice daily | in your name; they are jubilant | in your righteousness.16

 For you are the glory | of their strength, and by your favor our might | is exalted.17

 Truly, our shield belongs | to the Lord; our king to the Holy | One of Israel. R18
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Psalm:  Psalm 89

Second Reading: Romans 6:12-23
A reading from Romans.

 Do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their desires.  No longer
present your members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but present yourselves to
God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to
God as instruments of righteousness.  For sin will have no dominion over you, since you
are not under law but under grace.

12 13

14

 What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no
means!  Do you not know that, if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves,
you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of
obedience, which leads to righteousness?  But thanks be to God that you who were
slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you
were entrusted  and that you, having been set free from sin, have become enslaved to
righteousness.  I am speaking in human terms because of your limitations. For just as
you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and lawlessness, leading to even
more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, leading to
sanctification.

15

16

17

18

19



P   The holy gospel according to Matthew.     C   Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the twelve:  “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.  Whoever welcomes a prophet in the
name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous
person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous,  and
whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a
disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”

40

41

42

...The gospel of the Lord.       C   Praise to you, O Christ.
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Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel: Matthew 10:40-42

Sermon

 When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.  So what fruit
did you then gain from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things
is death.  But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the fruit you
have leads to sanctification, and the end is eternal life.  For the wages of sin is death, but
the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

20 21

22

23

...The word of the Lord.       C   Thanks be to God.
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Hymn of the Day: All Are Welcome (ELW 641)



Prayers of Intercession
A   Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the
world.

A  Faithful God, establish your church to offer welcome and proclaim your peace.
Nourish us so we can proclaim your hope to the world. God of grace,
C   hear our prayer.

A   Creator God, bring life to places experiencing drought, deforestation, and pollution.
Help us to cultivate and care for the natural world around us. God of grace,
C   hear our prayer.

A   Loving God, bring an end to conflict and division. Sustain the work of prophets in our
time, and work through world leaders to foster understanding, justice, and peace. God of
grace,       C   hear our prayer.

A Provider God, give your children what they need physically, emotionally, and
spiritually. Bless caregivers as they show God’s hospitality through their generous
service. God of grace,       C   hear our prayer.

A   Living God, lead us from death to life. Inspire new ministries and endeavors, renew
established ones, and strengthen our welcoming presence to our neighbors. God of grace,
C   hear our prayer.

A   Eternal God, we remember the faithful departed of this community and of the wider
church and world. We give thanks for saints of all times and places. God of grace,
C   hear our prayer.

A   Gracious and merciful God, we thank You for the journey that has brought all
graduates to this important milestone. As they step into new beginnings, fill them with
courage, wisdom, and purpose. Guard their hearts against fear, and help them use the
knowledge they have gained to serve others. Bless Gavin Barone, Natalie Mangiaracina
and Brianna Feeney's steps and let their lives reflect Your light in the world. God of
grace,       C   hear our prayer.
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Apostles’ Creed
A  With the whole Church, we confess our faith.

C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.
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✠ Meal ✠

Offering Song: Precious Lord, Take My Hand (ELW 773) 

Peace
P   The peace of Christ be with you always.        C   And also with you.
P   Let us offer each other a sign of peace.

Additional Prayers

Announcements

Offering Prayer
P   Let us pray. God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is
sure. Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive
the gifts we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and
in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.       C   Amen.

A    Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O
God, through Jesus our Savior.      C   Amen.
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Great Thanksgiving

Dialogue
P   The Lord be with you.               C   And also with you.
P   Lift up your hearts.                    C   We lift them to the Lord.
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C   It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving At The Table

Lord’s Prayer
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
 
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P   Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.                C   Thanks be to God.

P   Holy God, mighty and merciful, your people praise you, saying: Your mercy endures
forever.       C   Your mercy endures forever.
 
P   By your promise you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures, granting them life
and calling them to flourish, setting the sign of your bow in the clouds, the colors of your
love and faithfulness. Your mercy endures forever.       C   Your mercy endures forever.
 
P   By your promise you bound yourself to your people of old, blessing them with family
outnumbering the stars and calling them to be a blessing to others, showing them
steadfast love in every generation and calling them to be a light to the nations. Your
mercy endures forever.       C   Your mercy endures forever.
 
P   By your promise you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved, grafting us into your living
Vine, and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love. In the night in which he was
betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
 
P   Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. With this bread and cup we
remember his life laid down and lifted up as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
C   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
 
P   Send your Holy Spirit upon us and these gifts of bread and wine. Bless us to be a
blessing. Make us a sign of your faithfulness. Send us to tend and cherish the earth and to
serve the world with mercy and love. With all the saints in light, with the earth and all its
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus, in
your Spirit, now and forever.       C   Amen.
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Lamb of God

Song During Communion: 
          Will You Let Me Be Your Servant (ELW 659)
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Prayer after Communion
P   Let us pray. Living God, as the disciples ate and drank with their risen Lord, we have
been nourished with the very presence of Christ. Through this meal may we be
strengthened to keep your word and to proclaim the power of your love in Jesus Christ
our Savior.       C   Amen.

✠ Sending ✠

Blessing
P    The Lord be with you.        C    And also with you.
P   God, the Source of glory, God, the Word of life, God, the Spirit of truth ☩ bless you
all, now and forever.       C   Amen.

Sending Song: God Bless Our Native Land (ELW 891)

Dismissal
A   Go in peace.  Share the good news.                  C   Thanks be to God.
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Upcoming Commemorations

Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, died around 202
Sunday, June 28, 2026
This important early church leader tried very hard to hold to the faith handed down by the
apostles. An opponent of the movement known as gnosticism, Irenaeus was one of the
first to speak of the church as catholic, or linked together.

Peter and Paul, Apostles
Monday, June 29, 2026
These two strong-willed apostles are the pillars of the church in the first generation after
Christ. Peter was one of the Twelve, one who both offered a glorious confession of faith
and later denied knowing Jesus. Paul once led the persecution of Christians, then was
converted and helped bring the faith to non-Jewish people.

Catherine Winkworth, died 1878; John Mason Neale, died 1866; hymn translators
Wednesday, July 1, 2026
Neale was an English priest who specialized in the translation of Latin and Greek hymns
into English. Winkworth lived in Manchester, England, and devoted herself to translating
German hymns. Almost all English-speaking hymnals include many of their translations.

Thomas, Apostle
Friday, July 3, 2026
Though frequently remembered as "doubting Thomas," this apostle also demonstrated a
willingness to suffer and die with Jesus (John 11:16), and finally claimed the risen Christ
as "my Lord and my God!" By tradition, he later worked as a missionary in India. Long
commemorated on December 21, Thomas's celebration is moved to July 3 in agreement
with ecumenical calendars.

From sundaysandseasons.com.                                                 Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Hilda Jordan
July 3rd

Sanctuary Lamp Candle for June is given to the glory of God and
in Loving Memory of Jean Ebersberger by her Family

Counting Blessings (& Offerings!)

Celebrating The 250th Anniversary of The United States
A Patriotic Theme for our July movie. Sunday, July 12th. - 2:00
"Hamilton".  A revoluntionary Broadway musical that tells the story of
American founding father Alexander Hamilton through a blend of hip-hop,
jazz, R&B, and traditional show tunes, featuring a diverse cast playing
historical figures (show won 11 Tony awards). Refreshments: "Spirit of '76
Hot Dogs & Apple Pie" See sign up sheet in lobby.

Beginning with our July 5 bulletin
announcements, our prayer list will begin
anew. If you’ve put someone on our list
and would like them to remain going
forward, please advise the office.

Please note: the movie originally scheduled for June (Remarkably Bright Creatures)  has
been rescheduled to August. Details to follow! 

Prayer List
We are seeking volunteers to help count
and record the weekly offering after
worship (ideally Monday mornings). This
important task is done as part of a team
and helps support the financial
stewardship of our congregation. If you're
interested or would like more
information, please speak with Janet
Muller.
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Love gardening? Enjoy helping keep our
church grounds welcoming and beautiful?
St. Stephen’s is looking for volunteers to
help maintain the flower beds around the
church throughout the season. Whether
you can help regularly or just
occasionally, your time and care would be
greatly appreciated. If you are interested
in volunteering, please contact the
church office. Thank you for helping
keep our church grounds looking their
best!

Helping every heart beat on!!
We are continuing our efforts to raise
funds for a new AED (Automated
External Defibrillator) to help keep our
congregation safe and prepared in case of
emergency. Please consider a “gift from
the heart” in support of this important
need. Donation envelopes are available
on the table in the Narthex and may be
placed in the offering plate or sent to the
office until June 30th.

Flower Bed Volunteers Needed

Many of us are familiar with the Pentateuch – the first five books of the Old Testament.  
But what happened after the Israelites reached the promised land? We will study two
books that help us answer that question. Joshua and Judges describe the life of the
Israelites after they came into Canaan, but before they became an actual kingdom. These
books help us understand how Israel lived alongside other people, how they governed
themselves, and how they showed (or didn’t show!) obedience to God’s will.
We will begin on June 8 and meet for six Mondays until July 13.
Topic: Joshua and Judges
Time: Jun 8, 2026 7:00 PM Every week on Mon, until Jul 13, 2026, 6 occurrence(s)
Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87271968404?pwd=pFX7oYacCQrBaFGsvFLzEMab0Qu9zg.1
Meeting ID: 872 7196 8404
Passcode: 215455

Bible Study

St. Stephen’s Needs YOU!
Ushers - Ushers play an important role in
hospitality, helping worship run smoothly
while offering a welcoming presence to
all who enter our doors. It’s a simple but
meaningful way to serve. Interested?
Please speak with Barbara.

See the Story. Share the Conversation.
“The Chosen” takes an
intimate look at the real and
authentic lives of Jesus and
all those around him
through this historical
drama. “The Chosen” brings 
the Bible to life. At each meeting we’ll
present one episode followed by a
discussion about the scripture that
inspired that episode. Next Meeting:
Wednesday July 1st @ 2pm.

Serving at Worship Today - Sunday, 9:00 AM
Assisting Minister..................Beth Feeney
Lector.............................Christine Carlson
Acolyte...........................AJ Mangiaracina
Ushers...........................Rick Mosebach &
                                                   John Musi

Greeter.............................Lynn Browning
Music Director...................Mason Griffin
Audio/Visual....................Tyler LaVorgna
Altar Guild........................Beth Feeney & 
                                      Christine Carlson
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Day Event Time

Sunday, June 28th 5th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am

HSS Yoga 10:00 am

Tuesday, June 30th Back to Basics 7:00 pm

Thursday, July 1st The Chosen 2:00 pm

NA 7:00 pm

Sunday, July 5th 6th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am

Parish Calendar This Week (June 28th - July 5th)

Parish Prayer List
If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to

the Prayer List, please call the office. Please remember to keep the office updated.

Pray For Our Congregation
Bill Artus
Lauren Artus
Gail Bodnar
Dottie Eberhardt 
Richard Engert
Joan Hagner
For the Family and Friends of Rich Humann who passed from this life on June 7th
John Langbehn
Jan Mosebach
Ilona Riggers 
Ilse Zeeck

Pray For Our Families
Richard Agarenzo  (brother of Anthony Agarenzo)
Fred Barrell  (brother-in-law of Paul and Susan Portz) 
Scott Berman  (cousin of Laureen Aiello)
Lynn Cawley  (cousin of Muller/Shurman Family)
Mary Colege (mother-in-law of Mason Griffin)
Peter Denning  (son-in-law of Lois Angstadt)
James Ebersberger  (brother of Jane Ebersberger) 
Helen Feeney  (Mother of John Feeney)
Jim Fritz  (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn)
Arleen Grimm  (cousin of Maureen O’Brien)
Bernd Pfeiffer  (brother of Christel LaVorgna)
Laura Panaro  (mother of Laureen Aiello)
Family and friends of Linda Pisano  (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn)
Jean Riolo  (mother of Christine Carlson) 
Cecelia and Bruce Rudd (cousins of Bob Maurer)
Steve Scala  (cousin of Laureen Aiello)
Lynn Sicilia (sister of Bill Artus)
Joann Tingwall (Mother and Mother-in-law of Neil and Tanya Tingwall)
Cate Webb (great-niece of Dorothy Eberhardt)
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For Our Friends
Jennifer Amiruddin  (friend of Maureen O’Brien)
Alice Brahs  (friend of Maureen O’Brien) 
Pam Freitag (friend of Barbara Barcavage)
Ellen Grace  (high school friend of Joan Hagner) 
Kathleen Hagen (friend of the Panaro and Aiello families)
John Judge  (friend of Jane Ebersberger)  
Jenn Logan and her Mother  (friends of Janet Muller) 
Rich McDermott (friend of the Mosebachs)
Ellen Motoi  (friend of Maureen O’Brien) 
Betty, John & Mary Beth Ott  (friends of Jane Ebersberger) 
Bill Schlatter  (friend of the Hesse Family)
MaryAnn Schwartz (friend of Dorothy Eberhardt) 


