& Sunday July 5, 2026
6th Sunday after Pentecost
US Semiquincentennial

The mystery of Gods ways is sometimes
§ hidden from the wise and intelligent. The
S prophet describes an everlasting realm that
s contrasts with earthly nations, one marked by
peace, humzllly and freedom. Jesus associates with those excluded from the
religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with selfish desires; we lament
flawed systems, and we seek God's mercy and forgiveness. We gather around
word, water, and meal by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are
weary.” Here we find rest for our souls and hope for life in beloved
community.

WELCOME! We are glad to have you join us in worship today. Here are a few notes to
help you feel more at home participating in our worship.

Worshipping. Today’s service is printed in this bulletin. Parts in bold indicate responses
by everyone in which you are invited to participate.

Communion. Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his
true body and blood “‘in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All
baptized Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to
receive the sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available
from the Lector. Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please come
forward as directed by the ushers.

Coffee Hour. We hope that you will join us for cold drinks, goodies and conversation in
the lobby following the worship service.

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
270 South Broadway | Hicksville NY 11801
Church Office: Monday - Friday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Church Office: 516.931.0710
Barbara Barcavage, Church Council President (email ststephenstreasurer1@gmail.com)
Kate Lenzo, Parish Administrator (email office@ststephenshicksville.com)
Mason Griffin, Minister of Music
Church Website www.ststephenshicksville.com
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StStephensHicksvilleNY
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PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELL

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who looks upon us in compassion, forgives
our sin, and heals our lives.

C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Pause for silent reflection.

P Have mercy, O God, C  against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your
compassion, cleanse us from our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new
heart and give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, but fill us with your Holy
Spirit and restore your joy within us. Amen.

P As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for us. As high as heaven is
above earth, so vast is God’s love for us. As far as east is from west, so far God removes
our sin from us, renewing our life through Jesus Christ. Blessed be God who crowns us
with mercy and love.

C Blessed be God forever.



GATHERING SONG: A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD (ELW 504
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No strength of  ours can match his might! We would be lost, re -
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ject - ed. But now a cham-pion comes to  fight, whom
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fear it; for God him - self fights by our side with
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God him-self e - lect - ed. You ask who this may be?
can - not O - ver - powTr  Us. Let this world’s ty - rant rage;
weap-ons of the Spir - it Were they to  take our house,
2 e —— 2 | —]
e F P e s
(DR —— i — e —————
J & 1 ; 1 - 1
has sworn to work us woe! With craft and dread - ful might
The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
in bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might is doomed to fail;
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched a - way,
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he arms him - self to fight. On earth he has no e - qual
God’s on - ly Son, a - dored. He holds the field vic -to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for - ev -  er!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress



GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray. You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for
yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in
you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

C Amen.

=2 5 WORD * 2=

FIRST READING: ZECHARIAH 9:9-12
A reading from Zechariah.

’ Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! See, your king
comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt,
the foal of a donkey. '° He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from
Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.

"' As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners
free from the waterless pit. '> Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I
declare that I will restore to you double.

...The word of the Lord. = C Thanks be to God.



PSALM: PSALM 145
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¥ The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast
love.

’ Lord, you are | good to all, and your compassion is over | all your works.

' All your works shall praise | you, O Lord, and your faithful | ones shall bless you.

' They shall tell of the glory | of your kingdom and speak | of your power,

2 that all people may know | of your power and the glorious splendor | of your kingdom.
" Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through- | out
all ages. You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in | all your works.

'“ The Lord upholds all | those who fall and lifts up those who | are bowed down. R

SECOND READING: ROMANS 7:15-25A
A reading from Romans.

T do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I
hate. ' Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. '’ But in fact it is no
longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. * For I know that the good does not dwell
within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the
ability. ' For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. ** Now if I
do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me.

*''So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. ** For I
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, > but I see in my members another law at war
with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. **
Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? *** Thanks be to
God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

...The word of the Lord. ~ C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: MATTHEW 11:16-19, 25-30
P The holy gospel according to Matthew. C Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus spoke to the crowd saying: '° “To what will I compare this generation? It is like
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,

"7 “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not
mourn.’

'8 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; '’ the Son
of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend
of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

* Then he began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of power had been
done because they did not repent. *' “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For
if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. > But I tell you, on the day of judgment it will
be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you. > And you, Capernaum, will you be
exalted to heaven? No, you will be brought down to Hades. “For if the deeds of power
done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. ** But I tell
you that on the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom than for

you.”

* At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to
infants; *® yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. ” All things have been handed
over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. ** “Come
to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. *
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for [ am gentle and humble in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. *° For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

...The gospel of the Lord.  C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: ETERNAL FATHER, STRONG TO SAVE (ELW 756)
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cry to thee for those in per - il on the sea.
cry to thee for those in per - il on the sea.
cry to thee for those in per - il on the sea.
rise to thee glad hymns and praise from land and sea.

Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt.
Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876

APOSTLES’ CREED

A With the whole Church, we confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the

life everlasting. Amen.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called out from every nation.
Knit us together into one body and heal the divisions we have caused. Overcome our
timidity to witness and act in the public square when your purpose is being thwarted.
Bless rostered and lay leaders with clarity and courage as they center your people in the
gospel. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

A All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, from the Atlantic
to the western islands, these lands and waters have sustained its peoples over many
centuries. As we take our part in creation’s praise, revive our wonder at what you have
fashioned, and enliven our will to ensure its health for future generations. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.

A Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in your
own divine life. We come from many nations with many languages; make us a united
people that delights in our many different gifts. As the United States of America marks its
declaration of independence, give those whom we have entrusted with authority the spirit
of wisdom, and curb every abuse of that trust, so that both here and abroad, justice,
humility, and peace may flourish. God of grace, = C hear our prayer.

A You are the Mother of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all who are tired, who live
with poverty, the tempest-tossed, all who yearn to breathe free. Embrace people seeking
refuge; those incarcerated, detained, or disappeared; and neighbors fearing those they
once trusted. Give healing and hope to people in any oppression and need, especially
these we name before you now. God of grace,  C hear our prayer.

A We remember before you those who have served our nation with courage, sacrifice,
and a commitment to the common good. We remember those who gave their lives in
service to others, those who returned bearing visible and invisible wounds, and all who
answered the call to serve. God of grace, =~ C hear our prayer.

A Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior. C Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you.
P Let us offer each other a sign of peace.



ADDITIONAL PRAYERS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS WEEK’S BIRTHDAYS
llse Zeeck - July 10th

BIRTHDAY SONG

He who began a good work in you (2x)

Will be faithful to complete it (clap 3x)

Will be faithful to complete it (clap 3x)

He who started the work will be faithful to complete it in you!
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OFFERING SONG: GOD BLESS AMERICA

God bless America, land that I love

Stand beside her and guide her

Through the night with a light from above
From the mountains to the prairies

To the oceans white with foam

God bless America, my home sweet home
God bless America, my home sweet home

OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray. God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is
sure. Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive
the gifts we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and
in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.

C Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

P The Lord be with you. C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts. C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P Holy God, mighty and merciful, your people praise you, saying: Your mercy endures
forever. C Your mercy endures forever.

P By your promise you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures, granting them life
and calling them to flourish, setting the sign of your bow in the clouds, the colors of your
love and faithfulness. Your mercy endures forever. ~ C Your mercy endures forever.



P By your promise you bound yourself to your people of old, blessing them with family
outnumbering the stars and calling them to be a blessing to others, showing them
steadfast love in every generation and calling them to be a light to the nations. Your
mercy endures forever. ~ C Your mercy endures forever.

P By your promise you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved, grafting us into your living
Vine, and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love. In the night in which he was
betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

P Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. With this bread and cup we
remember his life laid down and lifted up as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P Send your Holy Spirit upon us and these gifts of bread and wine. Bless us to be a
blessing. Make us a sign of your faithfulness. Send us to tend and cherish the earth and to
serve the world with mercy and love. With all the saints in light, with the earth and all its
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus, in
your Spirit, now and forever. C Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. C Thanks be to God.



LAMB OF GOD
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: BEFORE YOU, LORD, WE BOW (ELW 893)
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1 Be - fore you, Lord, we bow, our God who reigns a - bove and
2 May ev-’ry moun-tain height, each vale and for - est green, shine
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bring in joy and praise, our hearts we raise, to you we  sing!
tongue be tuned to praise and join to raise a grate - ful  song.
pride, your sin de-plore, and bow be - fore the Cru - ci - fied.

throng, with joy to sing

Text: Francis Scott Key, 1779-1843, alt.
Music: DARWALL'S 148TH, John Darwall, 1731-1789

to heav’'n’s high king sal - va - tion’s song!



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Let us pray. We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this
feast of life and salvation. Shine the light of Christ on our path, that we may do justice,

love kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and forever.
C Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

P O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger, bless
those who leave this assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters and brothers
who are sick or homebound. May they be sustained by the love and prayers of this
community, and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

#, F SENDING = /¢

BLESSING
P The Lord be with you. C And also with you.

P The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and your
minds in & Christ Jesus. C Amen.



SENDING SONG: O BEAUTIFUL FOR SPACIOUS SKIES: AMERICA THE
BEAUTIFUL (ELW 888)
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1 O beau-ti-ful for spa- cious skies, for am - ber waves of  grain,
2 O beau-ti-ful for he - roes proved in lib - er - at - ing strife,
3 O beau-ti-ful for pa - triot dream that sees be-yond the years
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A - mer - 1-cal A - mer - i-cal May God thy gold re - fine,
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and crown thy good with broth-er-hood from sea to shin-ing sea.
till  all suc-cess be  no - ble-ness, and ev-'ry gain di - vine.
con - firm thy soul in self-con-trol, thy lib-er -ty in law.

Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929
Music: MATERNA, Samuel A. Ward, 1848-1903

DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Share the good news. C Thanks be to God.



Upcoming Commemorations

Jan Hus, martyr, died 1415

Monday, July 6, 2026

Hus was a Bohemian (present-day Czech Republic) priest who spoke against abuses in
the church, and was seen by Martin Luther as his predecessor in the reforming
movement. He was found guilty of heresy by a council of the church, and burned at the
stake.

Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino, died around 540

Saturday, July 11, 2026

Benedict is known as the father of the Western monastic movement. Educated in Rome,
he went to live as a hermit, and eventually gathered a community of monks around him.
He wrote a rule for living in monasteries that is used by Benedictines and adapted by
others.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF
JULY 5, 2026
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Ilse Zeeck - July 10th Lynn & Hank Browning
Natalie Mangiaracina - July 14th July 2nd
Beth Feeney - July 16th
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Celebrating America's 250th Anniversary! July 12 < 2:00 PM | E& Hamilton

Join us for a patriotic afternoon as we continue our nation's
Semiquincentennial celebration with our July Movie Matinee!

Experience the revolutionary Broadway phenomenon that reimagines the
life of American founding father Alexander Hamilton through an

electrifying blend of hip-hop, jazz, R&B, and traditional musical theater. Winner of 11 Tony
Awards, Hamilton is an unforgettable celebration of history, music, and storytelling.

% Refreshments: "Spirit of '76" Hot Dogs & Apple Pie | Please sign up on the sheet in the
lobby if you plan to attend!

Please note: the movie originally scheduled for June (Remarkably Bright Creatures) has been
rescheduled to August. Details to follow!

See the Story. Share the Conversation.

“The Chosen” takes an intimate look at the real and authentic lives of Jesus and all p
those around him through this historical drama. “The Chosen” brings the Bible to | it
life. At each meeting we’ll present one episode followed by a discussion about the ? -
scripture that inspired that episode. § | The @
Next Meeting: Wednesday July 15th @ 2pm. giQ

Bible Study
Many of us are familiar with the Pentateuch — the first five books of the Old Testament. But
what happened after the Israelites reached the promised land? We will study two books that
help us answer that question. Joshua and Judges describe the life of the Israelites after they
came into Canaan, but before they became an actual kingdom. These books help us understand
how Israel lived alongside other people, how they governed themselves, and how they showed
(or didn’t show!) obedience to God’s will.

We will begin on June 8 and meet for six Mondays until July 13.
Topic: Joshua and Judges
Time: Jun 8, 2026 7:00 PM Every week on Mon, until Jul 13, 2026

Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87271968404?pwd=pFX70YacCQrBaFGsvFLzEMab0Qu9zg.1
Meeting ID: 872 7196 8404 | Passcode: 215455
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St. Stephen’s Needs YOU!

Our usher team needs additional volunteers. Serving as an usher is an important
ministry of hospitality, and the responsibility should be shared among the
congregation rather than carried by the same few individuals. If you are able to
help, please speak with Barbara. Your willingness to serve would be greatly
appreciated.

Counting Blessings (& Offerings!) e

We are in need of additional volunteers to serve on our counting team. This |
important ministry of stewardship ensures that the congregation's weekly offerings
are counted and recorded accurately. The work is done as part of a team, typically |z======
on Monday mornings. If you are able to serve, please speak with Janet Muller for
more information.

Altar Guild

The Altar Guild is in need of additional volunteers. This important ministry helps

Altar7Guild prepare the sanctuary for Holy Communion and special services throughout the
year. The responsibilities are shared among team members and should not rest on
the same few individuals. If you are able to serve or would like more information,
please speak with Jane.

Serving at Worship Today - Sunday, 9:00 AM

Assisting Minister.............. Barbara Engert Greeter.....oeeevveeereeeennenn. Lynn Browning
Lector.....oovvveviiieeieeeen, Jaclyn Shurman Music Director................... Mason Griffin
ACOLIYLC..cctieiieieeie e Kiko Reyes Audio/Visual.................... Tyler LaVorgna
Ushers........ Bill Artus & Kevin Barcavage Altar Guild..................... Jane Ebersberger

Parish Calendar This Week (July 5" - July 12™)___

Day Event Time

Sunday, July 5th 6th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am
HSS Yoga 10:00 am

Tuesday, July 7th Back to Basics 7:00 pm

Wednesday, July 8th NA 7:00 pm

Sunday, July 12th 7th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am
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Parish Prayer List
If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to
the Prayer List, please call the office. Please remember to keep the office updated.

Pray For Our Congregation
Bill Artus

Gail Bodnar

Dottie Eberhardt

Richard Engert

Joan Hagner

John Langbehn

Jan Mosebach

Ilona Riggers

Ilse Zeeck

Pray For Our Families

Janet and Fred Barrell (brother-in-law of Paul and Susan Portz)

Scott Berman (cousin of Laureen Aiello)

Lynn Cawley (cousin of Muller/Shurman Family)

Family and Friends of Mary College (mother-in-law of Mason Griffin) who passed from
this life last week

Peter Denning (son-in-law of Lois Angstadt)

James Ebersberger (brother of Jane Ebersberger)

Helen Feeney (Mother of John Feeney)

Jim Fritz (cousin of Lauren Artus & John Langbehn)

Arleen Grimm (cousin of Maureen O’Brien)

Bernd Pfeiffer (brother of Christel LaVorgna)

Laura Panaro (mother of Laureen Aiello)

Family of Neal Pizzavella (Uncle of Kate Ahlers)

Jean Riolo (mother of Christine Carlson)

Cecelia and Bruce Rudd (cousins of Bob Maurer)

Steve Scala (cousin of Laureen Aiello)

Lynn Sicilia (sister of Bill Artus)

Joann Tingwall (Mother and Mother-in-law of Neil and Tanya Tingwall)
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For Our Friends

Jennifer Amiruddin (friend of Maureen O’Brien)

Alice Brahs (friend of Maureen O’Brien)

Bebe Chacko (friend of Laureen Aiello)

Ellen Grace (high school friend of Joan Hagner)
Kathleen Hagen (friend of the Panaro and Aiello families)
John Judge (friend of Jane Ebersberger)

Jenn Logan and her Mother (friends of Janet Muller)
Rich McDermott (friend of the Mosebachs)

Ellen Motoi (friend of Maureen O’Brien)

Bruce Muhlenbruck (friend of The LaVorgna Family)
Betty, John & Mary Beth Ott (friends of Jane Ebersberger)
MaryAnn Schwartz (friend of Dorothy Eberhardt)
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