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Sunday, August 9, 2026  
11th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, 
or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When the 
disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with 
fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm 
presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting 
words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup 
of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth 

to be a sign of God’s presence to others. 
 
 
 
WELCOME!  We are glad to have you join us in worship today.  Here are a few notes to 
help you feel more at home participating in our worship. 
  
Worshipping.  Today’s service is printed in this bulletin.  Parts in bold indicate responses 
by everyone in which you are invited to participate. 
  
Communion.  Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his true 
body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All baptized 
Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to receive the 
sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available from the 
Lector.  Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please come forward 
as directed by the ushers. 
  
Coffee Hour.  We hope that you will join us for cold drinks, treats and conversation in the 
lobby following the worship service. 
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✠ GATHERING ✠ 
 

As the prelude begins we invite you to conclude your conversations and join us in a 
spirit of reverence as we prepare to worship together. 

 
PRELUDE 
 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who looks upon us in compassion, forgives our 
sin, and heals our lives. 
C   Amen. 
 
P   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Pause for silent reflection. 
 
P   Have mercy, O God,  C   against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your 
compassion, cleanse us from our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new heart 
and give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, but fill us with your Holy Spirit 
and restore your joy within us. Amen. 
 
P   As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for us. As high as heaven is 
above earth, so vast is God’s love for us. As far as east is from west, so far God removes 
our sin from us, renewing our life through Jesus Christ. Blessed be God who crowns us 
with mercy and love. 
C   Blessed be God forever. 
 
 
  



3 
 

GATHERING SONG: SHEPHERD ME, O GOD (ELW 780) 
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GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C   And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be 
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and 
preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C   Amen. 
 
 

✠ WORD ✠ 
 
 
FIRST READING: 1 KINGS 19:9-18 
A reading from 1 Kings. 
 

9 At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave and spent the night there.  
  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the 
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets 
with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 
 
  11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about 
to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and 
breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind, and after the 
wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake a 
fire, but the LORD was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When 
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance 
of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
14 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the 
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets 
with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 15 Then the 
LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you 
arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of 
Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah 
as prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, 
and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven 
thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has 
not kissed him.” 
…The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
  



6 
 

PSALM: PSALM 85:8-13 

 
 

8 I will listen to what the LORD | God is saying; for you speak peace to your faithful 
people and to those who turn their | hearts to you. 
9 Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, that your glory may 
dwell | in our land. R 
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; righteousness and peace have | 
kissed each other. 
11 Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, and righteousness shall look | down 
from heaven. 
12 The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity, and our land will | yield its increase. 
13 Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD and shall prepare for | God a 
pathway. R 
 
SECOND READING: ROMANS 10:5-15 
A reading from Romans. 
 

5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person 
who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith 
says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ 
down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the 
dead). 8 But what does it say?  
 “The word is near you, 
  in your mouth and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth that 
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with 
the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will 
be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is 
Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name 
of the Lord shall be saved.” 
  14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they 
to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As 
it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 
…The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: CELTIC ALLELUIA (ELW 174) 

 
 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 14:22-33 
P   The holy gospel according to Matthew.  C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

22 Jesus made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side of the Sea of 
Galilee, while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went 
up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by 
this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against 
them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when 
the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And 
they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is 
I; do not be afraid.” 
  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 
29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came 
toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, 
beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his 
hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When 
they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, 
“Truly you are the Son of God.” 
…The gospel of the Lord. 
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS' NAME! (ELW 634) 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
A   With the whole Church, we confess our faith. 
 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A   With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God’s creation. 
 
A   We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be heard. 
Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the church in its 
faithful witness. Merciful God,  C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in all 
its variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing climate. Move our 
hearts with compassion to join in this work. Merciful God, C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in positions of 
authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to respond with Christlike 
mercy to all who are afraid or in danger. Merciful God,  C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in your 
loving presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who suffer. Merciful 
God,  C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life amid a 
turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and other church leaders with your still, 
calm voice. Merciful God,  C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our earthly 
journey, that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom. Merciful God, 
C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the 
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  C   Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always.  C   And also with you. 
P   Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL PRAYERS 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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✠ MEAL ✠ 
 
 
OFFERING SONG: FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH (ELW 879) 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is 
sure. Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the 
gifts we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
C   Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
DIALOGUE 
P   The Lord be with you.  C   And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts.  C   We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy God, mighty and merciful, your people praise you, saying: Your mercy endures 
forever.  C   Your mercy endures forever. 
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P   By your promise you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures, granting them life 
and calling them to flourish, setting the sign of your bow in the clouds, the colors of your 
love and faithfulness. Your mercy endures forever.      C   Your mercy endures forever. 
 
P   By your promise you bound yourself to your people of old, blessing them with family 
outnumbering the stars and calling them to be a blessing to others, showing them steadfast 
love in every generation and calling them to be a light to the nations. Your mercy endures 
forever.  C   Your mercy endures forever. 
  
P   By your promise you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved, grafting us into your living Vine, 
and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love. 
  
P   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
P   Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
P   With this bread and cup we remember his life laid down and lifted up as we proclaim 
the mystery of faith. 
C   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
P   Send your Holy Spirit upon us and these gifts of bread and wine. Bless us to be a 
blessing. Make us a sign of your faithfulness. Send us to tend and cherish the earth and to 
serve the world with mercy and love. 
  
P   With all the saints in light, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and 
stars, we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus, in your Spirit, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  C   Thanks be to God. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
SONG DURING COMMUNION: CANTICLE OF THE TURNING (ELW 723) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this 
feast of life and salvation. Shine the light of Christ on our path, that we may do justice, 
love kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
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✠ SENDING ✠ 
 
 
BLESSING 
P   The Lord be with you.  C   And also with you. 
P   The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and your minds 
in ☩ Christ Jesus.   C   Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG: SHALL WE GATHER AT THE RIVER (ELW 423) 

 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
A   Go in peace. Share the good news.   C   Thanks be to God. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
 
Lawrence, deacon, martyr, died 258 
Monday, August 10, 2026 
As one of the seven deacons of the church at Rome, Lawrence was responsible for the 
church's financial matters and for the care of the poor. Asked by the emperor to gather the 
church's treasure, he presented a collection of orphans, lepers, and the like. The enraged 
emperor had him put to death. 
 
Clare, Abbess of San Damiano, died 1253 
Tuesday, August 11, 2026 
A contemporary of Francis of Assisi, Clare and a growing number of companions 
established a women's Franciscan community, called the Order of Poor Ladies, or Poor 
Clares. She inspired other women to pursue spiritual goals. 
 
Florence Nightingale, died 1910; Clara Maass, died 1901; renewers of society 
Thursday, August 13, 2026 
Nightingale was born in England, and horrified her wealthy family by deciding to become 
a nurse. She led a group of nurses in ministering in the midst of the Crimean War, and 
worked for hospital reform. Maass, a native of New Jersey, was also a war nurse, and 
volunteered as a subject for research on yellow fever. She died of the disease. 
 
Maximilian Kolbe, died 1941; Kaj Munk, died 1944; martyrs 
Friday, August 14, 2026 
Father Kolbe was a Franciscan priest arrested by the Nazis and confined in Auschwitz. 
Kolbe gave generously of his meager resources, and finally volunteered to be starved to 
death in place of another man. A Danish Lutheran pastor and playwright, Munk strongly 
denounced the Nazis who occupied Denmark in the Second World War. His sermons and 
articles helped to show the anti-Christian nature of the movement. 
 
Mary, Mother of Our Lord 
Saturday, August 15, 2026 
The church (including Martin Luther) honored Mary with the title theotokos, meaning 
"God-bearer," for her role in giving birth to the Son of God. Her song, the Magnificat, 
speaks eloquently of God's lifting the lowly and feeding the hungry. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF  
AUGUST 9, 2026 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Candle for August is given to the glory of God and 
in Loving Memory of Lillian & Joe Muller, Lois Menik, and Tina & Joe Shurman  

by The Shurman Family 
 

 
Ice Cream Social - Sunday, August 23rd 

Join us for a sweet summer treat and a sweet summer movie.  Movie of the 
Month: Remarkably Bright Creatures. While working nights at a small-town 
aquarium, a widow bonds with a clever octopus and an adrift young man in 
this moving drama based on the bestseller.  Sign up in the lobby - the movie 
will start at 2:00 PM sharp! 

 
A Thoughtful Way to Honor Someone Special 

A chart on the lobby bulletin board allows us to designate weekly Sunday 
service altar flowers or the monthly sanctuary lamp candle as special 
memorial/in honor of gifts. Use the envelopes provided to forward the gift 

($25.00 for flowers; $15.00 for candle). Be sure to include information 
concerning who is being honored/memorialized by your gift as well as your name, address 
and telephone number. You may also contact the church office at 516.931.0710. 
 
See the Story. Share the Conversation.  
“The Chosen” takes an intimate look at the real and authentic lives of Jesus 
and all those around him through this historical drama. “The Chosen” brings 
the Bible to life. At each meeting we’ll present one episode followed by a 
discussion about the scripture that inspired that episode.   
Next Meeting: Wednesday, August 12th @ 2pm. 
 
St. Stephen’s Needs YOU! 
Ushers: Our usher team needs additional volunteers. Serving as an usher is an 
important ministry of hospitality, and the responsibility should be shared among 
the congregation rather than carried by the same few individuals. If you are able 
to help, please speak with Barbara. Your willingness to serve would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Counting Blessings (& Offerings!): We are in need of additional volunteers 
to serve on our counting team. This important ministry of stewardship ensures 
that the congregation's weekly offerings are counted and recorded accurately. 
The work is done as part of a team, typically on Monday mornings. If you are 
able to serve, please speak with Janet Muller for more information. 
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 Altar Guild: The Altar Guild is in need of additional volunteers. This 
important ministry helps prepare the sanctuary for Holy Communion and 
special services throughout the year. The responsibilities are shared among 
team members and should not rest on the same few individuals. If you are 
able to serve or would like more information, please speak with Jane. 
 
Serving at Worship Today - Sunday, 9:00 AM 
 

Assisting Minister                     Barbara Engert  Greeter                                          Ann Casey 

Lector                                   Barbara Barcavage  Musical Director                     Mason Griffin 

Acolyte                             Natalie Mangiaracina  Audio/Visual                       Livestream Team 

Ushers                Bill Artus & Kevin Barcavage  Altar Guild                         Christine Carlson 

 
Parish Calendar This Week (August 9th - August 16th)  
 

Day Event Time 
Sunday, August 9th 11th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am 
 HSS Yoga 10:00 am 
Tuesday, August 11th Back to Basics 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, August 12th The Chosen 2:00 pm 
 NA 7:00 pm 
Sunday, August 16th 12th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am 

 
 

Parish Prayer List 
If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to 
the Prayer List, please call the office. Please remember to keep the office updated. 
 
 
Pray For Our Congregation 
Bill Artus 
Gail Bodnar 
Dottie Eberhardt  
Richard Engert 
John Langbehn 
Jan Mosebach 
Ilona Riggers  
Ilse Zeeck 
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Pray For Our Families 
Alexandra (Stepdaughter of Vincente Batsford) 
Janet and Fred Barrell (Sister and Brother-in-law of Paul and Susan Portz)  
Scott Berman (Cousin of Laureen Aiello) 
Joseph Colligan (Brother-in-law of Jeanne Bezko) 
Peter Denning (Son-in-law of Lois Angstadt) 
James Ebersberger (Brother of Jane Ebersberger)  
Helen Feeney (Mother of John Feeney) 
Jim Fritz (Cousin of Lauren Artus and John Langbehn) 
Gina (Sister of Vincente Batsford) 
Arleen Grimm (Cousin of Maureen O’Brien) 
Bernd Pfeiffer (Brother of Christel LaVorgna) 
Laura Panaro (Mother of Laureen Aiello) 
Jean Riolo (Mother of Christine Carlson)  
Cecelia and Bruce Rudd (Cousins of Bob Maurer) 
Steve Scala (Cousin of Laureen Aiello) 
Lynn Sicilia (Sister of Bill Artus) 
Joann Tingwall (Mother and Mother-in-law of Neil and Tanya Tingwall) 
 
For Our Friends 
Jennifer Amiruddin (Friend of Maureen O’Brien) 
Alice Brahs (Friend of Maureen O’Brien)  
Family and Friends of Bebe Chacko (Friend of Laureen Aiello) 
Michael Garofalo (Friend of Kerri Staton) 
Ellen Grace (High school friend of Joan Hagner)  
Kathleen Hagen (Friend of the Panaro and Aiello families) 
John Judge (Friend of Jane Ebersberger)  
Rich McDermott (Friend of the Mosebachs) 
Ellen Motoi (Friend of Maureen O’Brien)  
Bruce Muhlenbruck (Friend of The LaVorgna Family) 
Betty, John and Mary Beth Ott (Friends of Jane Ebersberger)  
Richard (Friend of Joan Hagner) 
MaryAnn Schwartz (Friend of Dorothy Eberhardt)  
  


