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Sunday, August 16, 2026 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a 
house of prayer for all people and that God will 
gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite 
woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an 
outsider, who is unflinching in her request that 
Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends 

her bold faith, how might our church extend its mission to those on the margins of society? 
In our gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, 
and justice for those in need. 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME!  We are glad to have you join us in worship today.  Here are a few notes to 
help you feel more at home participating in our worship. 
  
Worshipping.  Today’s service is printed in this bulletin.  Parts in bold indicate responses 
by everyone in which you are invited to participate. 
  
Communion.  Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his true 
body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All baptized 
Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to receive the 
sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available from the 
Lector.  Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please come forward 
as directed by the ushers. 
  
Coffee Hour.  We hope that you will join us for cold drinks, treats and conversation in the 
lobby following the worship service. 
 
 
 
 
              

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
270 South Broadway | Hicksville NY 11801 

Church Office:  Monday - Friday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Church Office: 516.931.0710 

Barbara Barcavage, Church Council President (email ststephenstreasurer1@gmail.com) 
Kate Lenzo, Parish Administrator (email office@ststephenshicksville.com) 

Mason Griffin, Minister of Music 
Church Website www.ststephenshicksville.com 

Follow us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/StStephensHicksvilleNY 
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✠ GATHERING ✠ 
 

As the prelude begins we invite you to conclude your conversations and join us in a 
spirit of reverence as we prepare to worship together. 

 
PRELUDE 
 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who looks upon us in compassion, forgives our 
sin, and heals our lives. 
C   Amen. 
 
P   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Pause for silent reflection. 
 
P   Have mercy, O God,  C   against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your 
compassion, cleanse us from our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new heart 
and give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, but fill us with your Holy Spirit 
and restore your joy within us. Amen. 
 
P   As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for us. As high as heaven is 
above earth, so vast is God’s love for us. As far as east is from west, so far God removes 
our sin from us, renewing our life through Jesus Christ. Blessed be God who crowns us 
with mercy and love.  C   Blessed be God forever. 
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GATHERING SONG: GOD IS HERE! (ELW 526) 
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GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all.   C   And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon 
you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, 
that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  C   Amen. 
 
 

✠ WORD ✠ 
 
FIRST READING: ISAIAH 56:1, 6-8 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 

1 Thus says the LORD: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will 
come and my deliverance be revealed. 
 
6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love the 
name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it 
and hold fast my covenant—7 these I will bring to my holy mountain and make them 
joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on 
my altar, for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 
8 Thus says the Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel: I will gather others to them 
besides those already gathered.  …The word of the Lord.    C   Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: PSALM 67:3 

 
 
1 May God be merciful to | us and bless us; may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 
2 Let your way be known | upon earth, your saving health a- | mong all nations. 
3 Let the peoples praise | you, O God; let all the | peoples praise you. 
4 Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and 
guide all the na- | tions on earth. R 
5 Let the peoples praise | you, O God; let all the | peoples praise you. 
6 The earth has brought | forth its increase; God, our own | God, has blessed us. 
7 May God | give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe. R 
 
SECOND READING: ROMANS 11:1-2A, 29-32 
A reading from Romans. 
 
Paul writes: 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an 
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not 
rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
 
29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient 
to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so also they have 
now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now 
receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful 
to all.   …The word of the Lord.   C   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: CELTIC ALLELUIA (ELW 174) 
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GOSPEL: MATTHEW 15: 10-20, 21-28 
P   The holy gospel according to Matthew.  C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

10 Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11 it is not what 
goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that 
defiles.” 12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the 
Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant 
that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are 
blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a 
pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also 
still without understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters 
the stomach and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds 
from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, 
murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile 
a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.” 
  
21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, 
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her 
at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps 
shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, 
“It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, 
yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus 
answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her 
daughter was healed from that moment. 
…The gospel of the Lord.   C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: LORD JESUS, YOU SHALL BE MY SONG (ELW 808) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
A   With the whole Church, we confess our faith. 
 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A   With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God’s creation. 
 
A   For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be united in 
faith and harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to the 
beloved community of your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God, C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise 
stewards to defend the natural world against carelessness and destruction. Safeguard 
endangered species and their habitats. Merciful God, C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the outcast 
and ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries, 
congregations, and communities, that they lead and serve justly. Merciful God, 
C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find comfort, 
community, and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any kind. Merciful 
God,   C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all may 
recognize the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this community together in love 
and strengthen it in unwavering faith. Merciful God, C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example continues to 
direct your church. May their witness remind us that your gifts and calling are irrevocable, 
whether in life or death. Merciful God, C   receive our prayer. 
 
A   Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the 
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  C   Amen. 
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PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always.  C   And also with you. 
P   Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 
 

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

✠ MEAL ✠ 
 
 
OFFERING SONG: HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL (ELW 612) 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is 
sure. Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the 
gifts we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.  C   Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE 
P   The Lord be with you.  C   And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts.  C   We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy God, mighty and merciful, your people praise you, saying: Your mercy endures 
forever.  C   Your mercy endures forever. 
  
P   By your promise you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures, granting them life 
and calling them to flourish, setting the sign of your bow in the clouds, the colors of your 
love and faithfulness. Your mercy endures forever.  
C   Your mercy endures forever. 
  
P   By your promise you bound yourself to your people of old, blessing them with family 
outnumbering the stars and calling them to be a blessing to others, showing them steadfast 
love in every generation and calling them to be a light to the nations. Your mercy endures 
forever.  C   Your mercy endures forever. 
  
P   By your promise you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved, grafting us into your living Vine, 
and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love. 
  
P   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 
gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
P   With this bread and cup we remember his life laid down and lifted up as we proclaim 
the mystery of faith.  C   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
P   Send your Holy Spirit upon us and these gifts of bread and wine. Bless us to be a 
blessing. Make us a sign of your faithfulness. Send us to tend and cherish the earth and to 
serve the world with mercy and love. 
  
P   With all the saints in light, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and 
stars, we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus, in your Spirit, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.   C   Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

SONG DURING COMMUNION: COME TO ME, ALL PILGRIMS THIRSTY (ELW 777) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this 
feast of life and salvation. Shine the light of Christ on our path, that we may do justice, 
love kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and forever. C   Amen. 
 

 

✠ SENDING ✠ 
 
 
BLESSING 
P   The Lord be with you.  C   And also with you. 
P   The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and your minds 
in ☩ Christ Jesus.   C   Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: SENT FORTH BY GOD'S BLESSING (ELW 547) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
A   Go in peace. Christ is with you.   C   Thanks be to God. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
 
Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, died 1153 
Thursday, August 20, 2026 
Bernard, a Cistercian monk, was a man of great spirituality who wrote mystical works and 
criticized those whom he thought took an overly intellectual approach to the faith. He 
became an abbot, and wrote several hymns that are still beloved today. 
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Announcements for the week of 
August 16, 2026 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Candle for August is given to the glory of God and 
in Loving Memory of Lillian & Joe Muller, Lois Menik, and Tina & Joe Shurman  

by The Shurman Family 
 

 
Ice Cream Social - Sunday, August 23rd 

Join us for a sweet summer treat and a sweet summer movie!!  Movie of the 
Month: Remarkably Bright Creatures. While working nights at a small-town 
aquarium, a widow bonds with a clever octopus and an adrift young man in this 
moving drama based on the bestseller.  Sign up in the lobby - the movie will start 
at 2:00 PM sharp! 

 
See the Story. Share the Conversation.  
“The Chosen” offers an intimate look at the lives of Jesus and those around him, 
bringing the Bible to life through this historical drama. At each meeting, we’ll watch 
one episode, followed by a discussion of the Scripture that inspired it.  Next Meeting: 
Wednesday, August 26th @ 2pm. 
 
A Warm Welcome Starts With You! 

We’re looking for friendly faces to serve as Greeters on Sunday mornings! It’s a simple 
but meaningful way to help everyone who walks through our doors feel welcome and at 
home. Interested in joining the Greeter team? Please contact the church office. 
 

The Psalms 
Psalms may seem like a large collection of poetry.  They may seem like cries of pain to God.  
They may seem like songs of praise for all God’s blessings.  The truth is – the psalms are all these 
things!  Throughout the history of Judaism and Christianity, the 150 psalms have been used for 
worship and private prayer.  They express emotions and tell stories of faith.  Without a doubt, 
Jesus himself knew the psalms and prayed with them on a daily basis!  This 7-week course will 
explore different types of psalms and their uses in worship, private, and communal prayer.  We 
begin on August 3rd for four weeks.  After a two-week break (no sessions on August 31 or 
September 7) we will resume on September 14.  Join us! 
 

 Time: 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)   
 Every week on Mon until August 24 (4 weeks) 
 NO SESSIONS Aug 31 and September 7 
 Every week on Mon from Sep 14 – Sep 28, 2026 (3 weeks) 

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89440963361?pwd=3g41qdO5A0RkCYUzycZwGz5WkBtoU3.1 
Meeting ID: 894 4096 3361                       Passcode: 548772 
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Serving at Worship Today - Sunday, 9:00 AM 
 

Assisting Minister                          Beth Feeney  Greeter                                Maureen O’Brien 

Lector                                       Tyler LaVorgna  Musical Director                     Mason Griffin 

Acolyte                                             Kiko Reyes  Audio/Visual                       Livestream Team 

Ushers               John Musi & Kevin Barcavage  Altar Guild                                 Beth Feeney 

 
 
Parish Calendar This Week (August 16th - August 23rd)  
 

Day Event Time 
Sunday, August 16th 12th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am 
 HSS Yoga 10:00 am 
Tuesday, August 18th Back to Basics 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, August 19th NA 7:00 pm 
Thursday, August 20th Property Committee Mtng 7:30 pm 
Friday August 21st Newsletter Items Due All Day 
Sunday, August 23rd 13th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am 

 
 
 

Parish Prayer List 
If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to 
the Prayer List, please call the office. Please remember to keep the office updated. 
 
Pray For Our Congregation 
Bill Artus 
Gail Bodnar 
Dottie Eberhardt  
Richard Engert 
John Langbehn 
Jan Mosebach 
Ilona Riggers  
Ilse Zeeck 
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Pray For Our Families 
Alexandra (Stepdaughter of Vincente Batsford) 
Janet and Fred Barrell (Sister and Brother-in-law of Paul and Susan Portz)  
Scott Berman (Cousin of Laureen Aiello) 
Peter Denning (Son-in-law of Lois Angstadt) 
James Ebersberger (Brother of Jane Ebersberger)  
Helen Feeney (Mother of John Feeney) 
Jim Fritz (Cousin of Lauren Artus and John Langbehn) 
Gina (Sister of Vincente Batsford) 
Arleen Grimm (Cousin of Maureen O’Brien) 
Bernd Pfeiffer (Brother of Christel LaVorgna) 
Laura Panaro (Mother of Laureen Aiello) 
Jean Riolo (Mother of Christine Carlson)  
Cecelia and Bruce Rudd (Cousins of Bob Maurer) 
Steve Scala (Cousin of Laureen Aiello) 
Lynn Sicilia (Sister of Bill Artus) 
Joann Tingwall (Mother and Mother-in-law of Neil and Tanya Tingwall) 
 
 
Pray For Our Friends 
Jennifer Amiruddin (Friend of Maureen O’Brien) 
Alice Brahs (Friend of Maureen O’Brien)  
Bebe Chacko (Friend of Laureen Aiello) 
Michael Garofalo (Friend of Kerri Staton) 
Ellen Grace (High school friend of Joan Hagner)  
Kathleen Hagen (Friend of the Panaro and Aiello families) 
John Judge (Friend of Jane Ebersberger)  
Rich McDermott (Friend of the Mosebachs) 
Ellen Motoi (Friend of Maureen O’Brien)  
Bruce Muhlenbruck (Friend of The LaVorgna Family) 
Betty, John and Mary Beth Ott (Friends of Jane Ebersberger)  
Richard (Friend of Joan Hagner) 
MaryAnn Schwartz (Friend of Dorothy Eberhardt)    


