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Sunday, September 27, 2026  
18th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do 
what they say reveals surprises in the reign of 
God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people 
claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God 
offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to 
look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the 
interests of others above our own. Nourished by 

the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world. 
 
 
 
WELCOME!  We are glad to have you join us in worship today.  Here are a few notes to 
help you feel more at home participating in our worship. 
  
Worshipping.  Today’s service is printed in this bulletin.  Parts in bold indicate responses 
by everyone in which you are invited to participate. 
  
Communion.  Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his true 
body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All baptized 
Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to receive the 
sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available from the 
Lector.  Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please come forward 
as directed by the ushers. 
  
Coffee Hour.  We hope that you will join us for cold drinks, treats and conversation in the 
lobby following the worship service. 
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✠ GATHERING ✠ 
 

As the prelude begins we invite you to conclude your conversations and join us in a 
spirit of reverence as we prepare to worship together. 

 
PRELUDE 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever.      C   Amen. 
 
P   God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.     C   Amen. 
 
P   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Pause for silent reflection. 
 
P   Gracious God,  C   have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. 
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done 
and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
P   God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, our sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in our hearts through faith.    C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: LEAD ME, GUIDE ME (ELW 768) 
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GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.   C   And also with you. 
 
KYRIE (ELW P. 184) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your 
grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way 
of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   C   Amen. 
 

 
✠ WORD ✠ 

 
 
FIRST READING: EZEKIEL 18:1-4, 25-32 
A reading from Ezekiel. 
 

1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used 
by you in Israel. 4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of 
the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die. 
  25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my 
way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn away from 
their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they 
have committed, they shall die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn away from the 
wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their 
life. 28 Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had 
committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, “The 
way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that 
are unfair? 
  30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, 
says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will 
be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed 
against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house 
of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, 
and live. 
…The word of the Lord.    C   Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: PSALM 25:1-9: THE PSALM WILL BE RECITED RESPONSIVELY. 
 

1 To | you, O LORD, I lift | up my soul. 
2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, nor let my enemies 
triumph | over me. 
3 Let none who look to you be | put to shame; rather let those be put to shame | who are 
treacherous. 
4 Show me your | ways, O LORD, and teach | me your paths.  
5 Lead me in your | truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I 
trusted all | the day long. 
6 Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, for they are from | everlasting. 
7 Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; remember me according to 
your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O LORD. 
8 You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; therefore you teach sinners | in your 
way. 
9 You lead the low- | ly in justice and teach the low- | ly your way.  
 
SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 2:1-13 
A reading from Philippians. 
 

1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the 
Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let 
each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same 
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be grasped, 
 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness. And being 
found in appearance as a human, 
  8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a 
cross. 
 
 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above 
every other name, 
 10 so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, 
 11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 
 
  12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence 
but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, 
13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure. 
…The word of the Lord.   C   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: CELTIC ALLELUIA (ELW 174) 

 
 
 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 21:23-32 
P   The holy gospel according to Matthew.  C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 
him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who 
gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you 
tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the 
baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with 
one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe 
him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John 
as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 
  28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind 
and went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ 
but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” 
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into 
the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, 
and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and 
even after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.” 
…The gospel of the Lord.   C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT (ELW 715) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
A   With the whole Church, we confess our faith. 
 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A   Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that 
God hears us. 
 
A   Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen to the 
cries of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church and dare to name difficult truths. 
Show all your love. Hear us, O God.  C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a better world 
through sustainable practices and respect for your handiwork. Hear us, O God. 
C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their call to use 
their authority for the sake of the common good. Give them the gift of humility. Hear us, 
O God.   C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm troubled hearts with 
your forgiveness. Help all those in need. Grant us your salvation. Hear us, O God. 
C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   Change this congregation’s heart when we say no to your call. Open us to courageous 
learning and service in our community, especially in new or challenging places. Hear us, 
O God.   C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work and are at rest. As 
we grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give thanks. Hear us, O God. 
C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else 
you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.   C   Amen. 
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PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always.  C   And also with you. 
P   Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 
 
ADDITIONAL PRAYERS  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THIS WEEK’S BIRTHDAYS 
Sharon Nauth - September 30 
Kevin Barcavage - October 1 
Joseph Shurman - October 1 
 
BIRTHDAY SONG 
He who began a good work in you 2x 
Will be faithful to complete it (Clap 3x) 
Will be faithful to complete it (Clap 3x) 
He who started the work will be faithful to complete it in you! 
 

✠ MEAL ✠ 
 
OFFERING SONG: PRECIOUS LORD, TAKE MY HAND (ELW 773) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   C   Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
DIALOGUE 
P   The Lord be with you.   C   And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts.   C   We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW P. 190) 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your 
reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. 
  
P   We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise to Israel, 
the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at 
this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and 
deed and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
  
P   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
P   For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. C   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
P   Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for 
us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share 
with us the great and promised feast.  C   Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P   Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 
may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in 
light.   C   Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
P   Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite 
them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious 
Lord of all. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and 
honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.   C   Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  C   Thanks be to God. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

SONG DURING COMMUNION: BREAD OF LIFE FROM HEAVEN (ELW 474) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith 
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C   Amen. 
 
 

✠ SENDING ✠ 
 
 
 

BLESSING 
P   The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C   Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: SENT FORTH BY GOD'S BLESSING (ELW 547) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
A   Go in peace. Christ is with you.  C   Thanks be to God. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
 
Michael and All Angels 
Tuesday, September 29, 2026 
Michael the archangel, captain of the heavenly hosts, is remembered on this day along with 
the other angels and archangels. The word "angel" means messenger, and in Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam, these beings have a fully spiritual nature and no physical body. 
 
Jerome, translator, teacher, died 420 
Wednesday, September 30, 2026 
Jerome was a biblical scholar and translator, but rather than translating the original Hebrew 
and Greek scriptures into classical Latin, he worked in the commonly-spoken Latin of the 
day, creating a version called the Vulgate. 
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Announcements for the week of 
September 27, 2026 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Candle for September is given by Sharon Nauth  
to the glory of God and in Celebration of Her Birthday 

 

Altar Flowers for today are given to the glory of God  
and in Honor of Christine Carlson and her recovery by Kimberly Snow McCarthy 

 
 

We welcome back Vincente Batsford as our supply pianist this morning.  
We are grateful for her presence and for sharing her musical gifts in worship today. 

 
MOVIE TIME!  TODAY AT 2:00 PM 

 
Dolly Parton’s Coat of Many Colors is a heartwarming, 
family-friendly story inspired by Dolly’s childhood in 
rural Tennessee—a story of family, faith, resilience, and 
discovering what truly makes us rich.  Join us today at 
2 PM!! 
 

 
THE CHOSEN 
At this time, our viewings of The Chosen are temporarily on hold. We look forward to 
gathering again and continuing the series when the time is right.  Please watch the bulletin 
for updates and information about our next gathering. 
 
SAVE THE DATE 
St. Stephen’s is partnering with to host a blood drive 
on October 12th.  Details to follow!! 
 
LUTHERAN BIBLE STUDY - THE PSALMS (AUG 3 - SEPT 28) 
Final session: Monday, September 28 at 7:00 PM 
Join us for the conclusion of our study of the Psalms and their use in worship, private 
prayer, and communal prayer.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89440963361?pwd=3g41qdO5A0RkCYUzycZwGz5WkBtoU3.1 
Meeting ID: 894 4096 3361                       Passcode: 548772 
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ALTAR FLOWERS & SANCTUARY CANDLE 
A chart on the lobby bulletin board allows us to designate weekly Sunday service altar 
flowers or the monthly sanctuary lamp candle as special memorial or in honor of gifts. Use 
the envelopes provided to forward the gift ($25.00 for flowers; $15.00 for candle). Be 
sure to include information concerning who is being honored or memorialized by your gift 
as well as your name, address and telephone number. You may also contact the church 
office at 516.931.0710. 
 
 
SERVING AT WORSHIP TODAY - SUNDAY, 9:00 AM 
 

Assisting Minister                    Kevin Dolan  Greeter                                     Ann Casey 
Lector                                    Laureen Aiello  Guest Musician            Vincente Batsford 
Acolyte                                       Kiko Reyes  Audio/Visual                  Livestream Team 
Ushers           Mark Hammaren & Bill Artus  Altar Guild                        Allison Barone 
 
 
PARISH CALENDAR THIS WEEK (SEPT. 20TH - SEPT. 27TH) 
 

Day Event Time 
Sunday, Sept. 27th 18th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am 
 HSS Yoga 10:00 am 
 September Movie 2:00 pm 
Tuesday, Sept. 29th Back to Basics 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, Sept. 30th NA 7:00 pm 
Sunday, Oct. 4th 19th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am 

 
 

Parish Prayer List 
If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to 
the Prayer List, please call the office. Please remember to keep the office updated. 
 
Pray For Our Congregation 
Bill Artus 
Christine Carlson 
Dottie Eberhardt  
Barbara Engert 
Richard Engert 
Jan Mosebach 
Ilona Riggers  
Ilse Zeeck 
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Pray For Our Families 
Marie Adamski (Aunt of Dottie Eberhardt) 
Janet and Fred Barrell (Sister and Brother-in-law of Paul and Susan Portz)  
Scott Berman (Cousin of Laureen Aiello) 
Peter Denning (Son-in-law of Lois Angstadt) 
James Ebersberger (Brother of Jane Ebersberger)  
Sean Paul Farris (Son of Melanie Farris) 
Helen Feeney (Mother of John Feeney) 
Arleen Grimm (Cousin of Maureen O’Brien) 
Lillian Goigel (Cousin of Muller/Shurman Family) 
Sam Maurer (Grandson of Nan and Bob Maurer) 
Bernd Pfeiffer (Brother of Christel LaVorgna) 
Laura Panaro (Mother of Laureen Aiello) 
Jean Riolo (Mother of Christine Carlson)  
Cecelia and Bruce Rudd (Cousins of Bob Maurer) 
Steve Scala (Cousin of Laureen Aiello) 
Lynn Sicilia (Sister of Bill Artus) 
Susan Svensen (Cousin of Dottie Eberhardt and Daughter to Marie Adamski) 
Joann Tingwall (Mother and Mother-in-law of Neil and Tanya Tingwall) 
 
Pray For Our Friends 
Red Abrams (Friend of Laureen Aiello) 
Jennifer Amiruddin (Friend of Maureen O’Brien) 
Bill (Friend of Bob & Nan Maurer) 
Alice Brahs (Friend of Maureen O’Brien)  
Family & Friends of Bebe Chacko (Friend of Laureen Aiello) 
Michael Garofalo (Friend of Kerri Staton) 
Ellen Grace (High school friend of Joan Hagner)  
Kathleen Hagen (Friend of the Panaro and Aiello Families) 
John Judge (Friend of Jane Ebersberger)  
Jenn Logan and her Mother Barbara (Friends of Janet Muller) 
Family and Friends of Rich McDermott (Friend of the Mosebachs) 
Ellen Motoi (Friend of Maureen O’Brien)  
Bruce Muhlenbruck (Friend of The LaVorgna Family) 
Paul (Friend of Allison Barone) 
Betty, John and Mary Beth Ott (Friends of Jane Ebersberger)  
Richard & Gertrude Abele (Friends of Joan Hagner) 


