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Sunday, October 4, 2026  
19th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard 
parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the 
prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For 
Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love 
poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for 
the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine 

at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings 
and know the power of his resurrection. 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME!  We are glad to have you join us in worship today.  Here are a few notes to 
help you feel more at home participating in our worship. 
  
Worshipping.  Today’s service is printed in this bulletin.  Parts in bold indicate responses 
by everyone in which you are invited to participate. 
  
Communion.  Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his true 
body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All baptized 
Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to receive the 
sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available from the 
Lector.  Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please come forward 
as directed by the ushers. 
  
Coffee Hour.  We hope that you will join us for cold drinks, treats and conversation in the 
lobby following the worship service. 
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✠ GATHERING ✠ 
 

As the prelude begins we invite you to conclude your conversations and join us in a 
spirit of reverence as we prepare to worship together. 

 
 
PRELUDE 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever.   C   Amen. 
 
P   God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.   C   Amen. 
 
P   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Pause for silent reflection. 
 
P   Gracious God,  C   have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. 
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done 
and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 
P   God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, our sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in our hearts through faith.   C   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: TAKE MY LIFE, THAT I MAY BE (ELW 685) 

 
 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  C   And also with you. 
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KYRIE (ELW P. 184) 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   Let us pray.  Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the 
inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, 
help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C   Amen. 
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✠ WORD ✠ 
 
FIRST READING: EXODUS 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
A reading from Exodus. 
 
1 God spoke all these words, 
2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of slavery; 3 you shall have no other gods before me. 
4 “You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 
heaven above or that is on the earth beneath or that is in the water under the earth. 
 
7 “You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD 
will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
8 “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your 
work. 
 
12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the 
LORD your God is giving you. 
13 “You shall not murder. 14 “You shall not commit adultery. 15 “You shall not steal. 
16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17 “You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, male or female slave, ox, 
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 18 When all the people witnessed the 
thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were 
afraid and trembled and stood at a distance 19 and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and 
we will listen, but do not let God speak to us, lest we die.” 20 Moses said to the people, 
“Do not be afraid, for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you 
so that you do not sin.” 
…The word of the Lord.   C   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: PSALM 80:7-15 

 
 

7 Restore us, O | God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
8 You have brought a vine | out of Egypt; you cast out the nations and | planted it. 
9 You cleared the | ground for it; it took root and | filled the land. 
10 The mountains were covered | by its shadow and the towering cedar trees | by its 
boughs. R 
11 You stretched out its tendrils | to the sea and its branches | to the river. 
12 Why have you broken | down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck | off its grapes? 
13 The wild boar of the forest has | ravaged it, and the beasts of the field have | grazed 
upon it. 
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14 Turn now, O | God of hosts, look | down from heaven; 
15 behold and | tend this vine; preserve what your right | hand has planted. R 
 
SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 3:4B-14 
A reading from Philippians. 
 
Paul writes: 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor 
of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
  7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 
8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them 
as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power 
of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 
11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
 

  12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on 
to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not 
consider that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies 
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal, toward the 
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
…The word of the Lord.   C   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: CELTIC ALLELUIA (ELW 174) 

 
 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 21:33-46 
P   The holy gospel according to Matthew.  C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus said: 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, 
put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to 
tenants and went away. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the 
tenants to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed 
another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they 
treated them in the same way. 37 Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect 
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my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; 
come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, threw him out of the 
vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do 
to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death 
and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest 
time.” 
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our 
eyes’? 
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people that produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, 
and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 
speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because 
they regarded him as a prophet. 
…The gospel of the Lord.   C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY: FOR THE FRUIT OF ALL CREATION (ELW 679) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
A   With the whole Church, we confess our faith. 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A   Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the 
world. 
 
A   God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew and transform 
your holy church. Inspire us to follow their example in our own day. Hear us, O God. 
C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell within it. We 
give thanks for those who have helped us to see your Spirit in creation. Hear us, O God. 
C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s conflict zones, and shelter 
those who live within them. We pray especially for the safety of displaced people and 
refugees. Hear us, O God.  C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing and relief to all 
who are sick or suffering. Hear us, O God. C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your holy word. We give thanks 
for teachers of the faith. Fill their hearts with your Spirit, that they inspire others with your 
truth. Hear us, O God.  C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks for all the saints 
who have been restored to perfect unity with you. Hear us, O God. 
C   Your mercy is great. 
 
A   Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in 
our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  C   Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always.  C   And also with you. 
P   Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 
 
ADDITIONAL PRAYERS   ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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✠ MEAL ✠ 
 
OFFERING SONG: RAIN DOWN BY JAIME CORTEZ 

 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P   Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  C   Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE 
P   The Lord be with you.  C   And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts.  C   We lift them to the Lord. 
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW P. 190) 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P   Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 
You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory. We 
praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise to Israel, the rescue 
from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at this end of all 
the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and deed and was 
obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
  
P   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 
gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
P   For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. C   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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P   Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for 
us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share 
with us the great and promised feast.   C   Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P   Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood may 
live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 
C   Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
P   Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite 
them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord 
of all. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor 
is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.   C   Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD (ELW P. 191) 
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: LORD, WHOSE LOVE IN HUMBLE SERVICE (ELW 712) 

 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P   Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith 
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C   Amen. 
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✠ SENDING ✠ 
 
 
BLESSING 
P   Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG: WE ALL ARE ONE IN MISSION (ELW 576) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
A   Go in peace. Share the good news.  C   Thanks be to God. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
 
Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church, died 1226 
Sunday, October 4, 2026 
Born into the family of a wealthy merchant, Francis gave up his inheritance to serve poor 
people. He formed the Order of Friars Minor (called Franciscans), who took on poverty 
and the task of preaching "using words if necessary." Francis had a spirit of gratitude for 
all of God's creation. 
 
Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society, died 1864 
Sunday, October 4, 2026 
Fliedner helped to bring about a revival of the ministry of deaconesses among Lutherans. 
He was influenced in this by Moravian deaconesses he had met. The motherhouse he 
founded in Kaiserswerth, Germany, inspired many around the world to take up this 
ministry. 
 
William Tyndale, translator, martyr, died 1536 
Tuesday, October 6, 2026 
Tyndale was ordained a priest in England, and wished to translate the Bible into English. 
He was opposed in this by King Henry VIII, causing him to flee to Germany. He completed 
the New Testament in 1525, but before he could finish the Old Testament, he was tried for 
heresy and burned at the stake. 
 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, pastor in North America, died 1787 
Wednesday, October 7, 2026 
Divided Lutherans in America asked leaders in Europe to send someone who could take 
charge and unite their work. Muhlenberg was sent, and was effective in organizing the 
American Lutherans. Among other accomplishments, his liturgical principles became the 
basis for the Common Service of 1888. 
 
Massie L. Kennard, renewer of the church, died 1986 (TFF) 
Saturday, October 10, 2026 
A native of Chicago, Kennard was a major figure in supporting and working toward ethnic 
and racial inclusiveness in the former Lutheran Church in America. Ordained in 1958, he 
served in positions including Director for Minority Concerns of the Division for Mission 
in North America. 
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Announcements for the week of 
October 4, 2026 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Candle for October is given to the glory of God, 
in Memory of Ed Dressler by Loretta Dressler,  

and in Memory of Sophie O’Brien by the O’Brien Family 
 

 

 
SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, October 18, 2026 
In the Sanctuary, immediately following our worship service. 

 
 
THE CHOSEN 
At this time, our viewings of The Chosen are temporarily on hold. We look forward to 
gathering again and continuing the series when the time is right.  Please watch the bulletin 
for updates and information about our next gathering. 
 
GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE! ❤️ 

St. Stephen’s is partnering with the New York Blood Center to host a 
Blood Drive on Monday, October 12, from 1:45–7:45 PM. We’re 
looking for volunteers to lend a hand throughout the day and help 

make the drive a success. A volunteer sign-up sheet is available on the table in the Narthex.  
And help us spread the word! Flyers are also available in the Narthex—please take one 
(or a few!) and share them with friends, family, and neighbors. A little time, a little help, 
and a simple donation can make a very big difference. ❤️ 
 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY FOOD BASKET  
New LIFE Center-Long Island — A hunger prevention site of Lutheran 
Social Services of New York—is already at work to provide bountiful 
Thanksgiving meals to needy families in our community. You can help by 
contributing requested items, which we will package and distribute this 
holiday season.  Flyers with more information can be found on the table in 
the Narthex. 
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🎬 LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION! JOIN THE CHURCH STREAMING TEAM! 🎥 
Have you ever wanted to be part of the team that helps bring our worship services to people 
wherever they are? We're looking for volunteers to join our Church Streaming Team! Don't 
worry if you've never done anything like this before. The equipment is easy to learn, and 
we'll provide all the training you need. Whether you are tech-savvy or just willing to learn, 
we'd love to have you on board. Interested volunteers should connect with Allison Barone, 
who will walk you through everything and get you comfortable with the process.   
📧 Email: allison.barone@gmail.com 📱 Call or Text: 917-697-6811 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS & SANCTUARY CANDLE 
A chart on the lobby bulletin board allows us to designate weekly Sunday service altar 
flowers or the monthly sanctuary lamp candle as special memorial or in honor of gifts. Use 
the envelopes provided to forward the gift ($25.00 for flowers; $15.00 for candle). Be 
sure to include information concerning who is being honored or memorialized by your gift 
as well as your name, address and telephone number. You may also contact the church 
office at 516.931.0710. 
 
 
SERVING AT WORSHIP TODAY - SUNDAY, 9:00 AM 
 

Assisting Minister…..Christine Goetzger-Sedlak  Greeter                              Maureen O’Brien 
Lector                                            Laureen Aiello  Musical Director                    Mason Griffin 
Acolyte                                            Gavin Barone  Audio/Visual                         Allison Barone 
Ushers          Kevin Barcavage & Rick Mosebach  Altar Guild                         Jane Ebersberger 
 
 
PARISH CALENDAR THIS WEEK (Oct. 4th - Oct 11th) 
 

Day Event Time 
Sunday, Oct. 4th 19th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am 
 HSS Yoga 10:00 am 
 Satsang With A Smile 2:00 pm 
Tuesday, Oct. 6th Back to Basics 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, Oct. 7th NA 7:00 pm 
Sunday, Oct. 11th 20th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am 

 
 

  



October 4, 2026  |  Announcements  |  office@ststephenshicksville.com  |  516.931.0710 

Parish Prayer List 
If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to 
the Prayer List, please call the office. Please remember to keep the office updated. 
 
Pray For Our Congregation 
Bill Artus 
Christine Carlson 
Dottie Eberhardt  
Barbara Engert 
Richard Engert 
Jan Mosebach 
Ilona Riggers  
Ilse Zeeck 
 
 
Pray For Our Families 
Family and Friends of Marie Adamski (Aunt of Dottie Eberhardt) 
Janet and Fred Barrell (Sister and Brother-in-law of Paul and Susan Portz)  
Scott Berman (Cousin of Laureen Aiello) 
Peter Denning (Son-in-law of Lois Angstadt) 
James Ebersberger (Brother of Jane Ebersberger)  
Sean Paul Farris (Son of Melanie Farris) 
Helen Feeney (Mother of John Feeney) 
Arleen Grimm (Cousin of Maureen O’Brien) 
Lillian Goigel (Cousin of Muller/Shurman Family) 
Sam Maurer (Grandson of Nan and Bob Maurer) 
Bernd Pfeiffer (Brother of Christel LaVorgna) 
Laura Panaro (Mother of Laureen Aiello) 
Jean Riolo (Mother of Christine Carlson)  
Cecelia and Bruce Rudd (Cousins of Bob Maurer) 
Steve Scala (Cousin of Laureen Aiello) 
Lynn Sicilia (Sister of Bill Artus) 
Susan Svensen (Cousin of Dottie Eberhardt and Daughter to Marie Adamski) 
Joann Tingwall (Mother and Mother-in-law of Neil and Tanya Tingwall) 
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Pray For Our Friends 
Red Abrams (Friend of Laureen Aiello) 
Jennifer Amiruddin (Friend of Maureen O’Brien) 
Friends and Family of Otis Banks (Friend of Allison Barone) 
Bill (Friend of Bob & Nan Maurer) 
Alice Brahs (Friend of Maureen O’Brien)  
Family & Friends of Bebe Chacko (Friend of Laureen Aiello) 
Michael Garofalo (Friend of Kerri Staton) 
Ellen Grace (High school friend of Joan Hagner)  
Kathleen Hagen (Friend of the Panaro and Aiello Families) 
John Judge (Friend of Jane Ebersberger)  
Jenn Logan and her Mother Barbara (Friends of Janet Muller) 
Family and Friends of Rich McDermott (Friend of the Mosebachs) 
Ellen Motoi (Friend of Maureen O’Brien)  
Bruce Muhlenbruck (Friend of The LaVorgna Family) 
Paul (Friend of Allison Barone) 
Betty, John and Mary Beth Ott (Friends of Jane Ebersberger)  
Richard & Gertrude Abele (Friends of Joan Hagner) 


