Sunday, October 11, 2026
20th Sunday after Pentecost

In today’s Gospel, the parable tells us of one guest without
a wedding robe, who winds up outside the joy of the feast.
This can cause us to worry or despair. Do we have a
wedding robe fit for the kingdom of heaven? What happens
to us if we do not? Our baptism in Jesus, however, reminds
us that we have no need to fear. We have been clothed not
with a robe but with the grace of Jesus, which assures us
that we, who have been gathered into the feast of the reign of God, have a place and an
inheritance among God'’s people. Gathered around that table of grace, we too are sent to
share the good news and welcome others into the reality of God’s reign.

Many Are Invited,

but Few Are Chosen
Matthew 22:1-14

WELCOME! We are glad to have you join us in worship today. Here are a few notes to
help you feel more at home participating in our worship.

Worshipping. Today’s service is printed in this bulletin. Parts in bold indicate responses
by everyone in which you are invited to participate.

Communion. Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his true
body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All baptized
Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to receive the
sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available from the
Lector. Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please come forward
as directed by the ushers.

Coffee Hour. We hope that you will join us for cold drinks, treats and conversation in the
lobby following the worship service.

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
270 South Broadway | Hicksville NY 11801
Church Office: Monday - Friday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Church Office: 516.931.0710
Pastor Moira Ahearne 917.327.2119, (email ahearnem44(@gmail.com)
Barbara Barcavage, Church Council President (email ststephenstreasurer 1 @gmail.com)
Kate Lenzo, Parish Administrator (email office@ststephenshicksville.com)
Mason Griffin, Minister of Music
Church Website www.ststephenshicksville.com

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StStephensHicksvilleNY




M GATHERING &

As the prelude begins, we invite you to conclude your conversations and join us in a
spirit of reverence as we prepare to worship together.

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELL

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
C Amen.

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Pause for silent reflection.

P Gracious God, C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent.
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done
and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit,
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive

together with Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the name of =+ Jesus Christ, our sins
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ
may live in our hearts through faith.

C Amen.



GATHERING SONG: LET US GO NOW TO THE BANQUET: VAMOS TODOS AL
BANQUETE (ELW 523)
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.



KYRIE (ELW P. 184)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray. Almighty God, source of every blessing, your generous goodness comes
to us anew every day. By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness,

give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C Amen



M WORD &

FIRST READING: EXODUS 32:1-14
A reading from Exodus.

"When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people
gathered around Aaron and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before
us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not
know what has become of him.” ? Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on
the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters and bring them to me.” * So all the
people took off the gold rings from their ears and brought them to Aaron. * He took these
from them, formed them in a mold, and cast an image of a calf, and they said, “These are
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” > When Aaron saw
this, he built an altar before it, and Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow
shall be a festival to the Lord.” ¢ They rose early the next day and offered burnt offerings
and brought sacrifices of well-being, and the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up
to revel.

"The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out
of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; ® they have been quick to turn aside from the
way that | commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf and have
worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought
you up out of the land of Egypt!” ” ° The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people,
how stiff-necked they are. ' Now let me alone so that my wrath may burn hot against
them and I may consume them, and of you I will make a great nation.”

"' But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn
hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and
with a mighty hand? !> Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he
brought them out to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the
earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your
people. ' Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them
by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of
heaven, and all this land that [ have promised I will give to your descendants, and they
shall inherit it forever.” ” '* And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he
planned to bring on his people.

...The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.



PSALM: PSALM 23:5
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' The LorD | is my shepherd; I shall not ! be in want.

“The LORD makes me lie down ! in green pastures and leads me be- ! side still waters.
*You restore my ! soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways ! for your name’s
sake.

*Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall ! fear no evil; for
you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R

°You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; you anoint my head with
oil, and my cup is ! running over.

° Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, and I will dwell
in the house of the | LORD forever. R

SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 4:1-9
A reading from Philippians.

' My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the
Lord in this way, my beloved.

T urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. * Yes, and I
ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me
in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose
names are in the book of life.

*Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. ° Let your gentleness be known
to everyone. The Lord is near. ° Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. " And
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.

® Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. ” As for the
things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the
God of peace will be with you.
... The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: CELTIC ALLELUIA (ELW 174)
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GOSPEL: MATTHEW 22:1-14
P The holy gospel according to Matthew. C Glory to you, O Lord.

" Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: * “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. * He sent his slaves to call
those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. * Again he
sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come
to the wedding banquet.” ° But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm,
another to his business, ° while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed
them. ' The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned
their city. ® Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not
worthy. ” Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding
banquet.” '’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both
good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

' “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not
wearing a wedding robe, '* and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a
wedding robe?” And he was speechless. ' Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him
hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.” ' For many are called, but few are chosen.”

... The gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: ALL CREATURES, WORSHIP GOD MOST HIGH! (ELW 835)
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5 And you, most gentle sister death,
waiting to hush our final breath:

Allelua! Alleluia!

Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom,
fair is the night that leads us home.

Alleluia,

APOSTLES’ CREED

A With the whole Church, we confess our faith.

al-le - lu - ia,

al-le - lu - 1a!

6 O sisters, brothers, take your part,
and worship God with humble heart:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

All creatures, bless the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One:
Alleluia.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and

the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the
world.

A Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on your holy mountain. Empower the
World Council of Churches and all those working across religious difference, that the
world may know your undivided love. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A We remember your promise of green pastures and quiet waters. Preserve all places of
natural beauty and restore our relationship with the land. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

A We remember your promise to not abandon us amid storm and disaster. Renew all
communities facing disasters and give your courage to those leading relief efforts. Hear us,
O God. C Your mercy is great.

A We remember your promise to wipe away every tear. Heal and console all who are sick
or suffering. Hear us, O God. C Your mercy is great.

A We remember your promise of a banquet open to all people. Challenge this
congregation to open wide our doors and welcome everyone to the table. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

A We remember your promise to swallow up death forever. We give thanks for those who
have gone before us. Hear us, O God. C Your mercy is great.

A Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in

our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. C Amen.
PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you.

P Let us offer each other a sign of peace.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

P To all our beloved animal friends, who are part of our family, you were created by God
and are loved by God. May you and your human family experience joy and companionship
together and continue to be a blessing to each other. We make this prayer in the name of
God who blesses all creation. C Amen

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS WEEK’S BIRTHDAYS
Dottie McPartlin - October 17th



BIRTHDAY SONG

He who began a good work in you 2x

Will be faithful to complete it (Clap 3x)

Will be faithful to complete it (Clap 3x)

He who started the work will be faithful to complete it in you!

H MEAL ¥

OFFERING SONG: WE COME TO THE HUNGRY FEAST (ELW 479)
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poor in mind. We come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
with us; still  we come, we  come to the hun - gry feast.

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943
Music: HUNGRY FEAST, Ray Makeever
Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER
P Let us pray. Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered
together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the

earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
C Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE

P The Lord be with you. C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts. C We lift them to the Lord.



P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath.

C We praise you, O God.

P Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the
wilderness; out of exile; into the future. C We bless you, O God.

P We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who
suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. C We thank you, O God.



P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and
gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

P Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the
mystery of faith: C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your
people; throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ
Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end. C Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. C Thanks be to God.
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y 40 'E# [ | —_-I[ i [
l“fJ_D 11 I'\, 7 d/ H_‘ @ r | I D
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
0 u —
A — o K | I
 (an ML J o — - o " -
mer -Ccy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the
N & H s
" I n — !
G+ s —— S LY ——
= sy ’ —=—*
world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
D44 —
A 4 I Ko
1y . VA
“jj - R — —» 5 ©
world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.



SONG DURING COMMUNION: SHEPHERD ME, O GoD (ELW 780)
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray. Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished
us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be
your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. C Amen.

M SENDING X

BLESSING
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and

mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and +*+ give you peace.
C Amen.



SENDING SONG: 70 BE YOUR PRESENCE (ELW 546)

Text: Delores Dufner, osB, b. 1939
Music: ENGELBERG, Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
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4 We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, to serve your
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Upcoming Commemorations

Teresa of Avila, teacher, renewer of the church, died 1582

Thursday, October 15, 2026

A mystical writer and reformer of the monastic order (Carmelites) to which she belonged,
Teresa may also be commemorated with John of the Cross on December 14. Latino
Christians traditionally remember her on this date.

Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, martyr, died around 115

Saturday, October 17, 2026

Ignatius was the second bishop of Antioch in Syria, the city where the name "Christians"
originated. Ignatius is known to us from his letters, which encouraged Christians to live in
love, yet stand firm in true doctrine.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



Announcements for the week of
October 11, 2026

Sanctuary Lamp Candle for October is given to the glory of God,
in Memory of Ed Dressler by Loretta Dressler,
and in Memory of Sophie O’Brien by the O’Brien Family

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, October 18, 2026
In the Sanctuary, immediately following our worship service.

TOMORROW - Give The Gift of Life! @
00 St. Stephen’s is partnering with the New York Blood Center to host a
"G;vea life Blood Drive on Monday, October 12, from 1:45-7:45 PM. We need
Ve Blood yolunteers to take 2 hour shifts as well as greeters to sit in the lobby.
Volunteers are the key to making the drive a success. A volunteer sign-up sheet is
available on the table in the Narthex. And help us spread the word! Flyers are also
available in the Narthex—please take one (or a few!) and share them with friends, family,

and neighbors. A little time, a little help, and a simple donation can make a very big
difference. @

THE CHOSEN RETURNS! Y.
Our viewings will resume on October 21% at 2:00 PM - “The Chosen” offers ’ i 1
an intimate look at the lives of Jesus and those around him, bringing the Bible » & %
to life through this historical drama. At each meeting, we’ll watch one r %i[llh(:)}E 1

&

episode, followed by a discussion of the Scripture that inspired it. 7

% THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY FOOD BASKET %
New LIFE Center-Long Island — A hunger prevention site of Lutheran
Social Services of New York—is already at work to provide bountiful
Thanksgiving meals to needy families in our community. You can help by
contributing requested items, which we will package and distribute this
holiday season. Flyers with more information can be found on the table in
the Narthex.



Have you ever wanted to be part of the team that helps bring our worship services to people
wherever they are? We're looking for volunteers to join our Church Streaming Team! Don't
worry if you've never done anything like this before. The equipment is easy to learn, and
we'll provide all the training you need. Whether you are tech-savvy or just willing to learn,
we'd love to have you on board. Interested volunteers should connect with Allison Barone,
who will walk you through everything and get you comfortable with the process.

& Email: allison.barone@egmail.com E Call or Text: 917-697-6811

ALTAR FLOWERS & SANCTUARY CANDLE

A chart on the lobby bulletin board allows us to designate weekly Sunday service altar
flowers or the monthly sanctuary lamp candle as special memorial or in honor of gifts. Use
the envelopes provided to forward the gift ($25.00 for flowers; $15.00 for candle). Be
sure to include information concerning who is being honored or memorialized by your gift

as well as your name, address and telephone number. You may also contact the church
office at 516.931.0710.

SERVING AT WORSHIP TODAY - SUNDAY, 9:00 AM

Assisting Minister Kevin Dolan Greeter Ilse Zeeck
Lector Brianne Feeney Musical Director Mason Griffin
Acolyte AJ Mangiaracina Audio/Visual Tyler LaVorgna
Ushers John Musi & Bill Artus Altar Guild___ Jane Ebersberger

& Allison Barone

PARISH CALENDAR THIS WEEK (Oct. 11 - Oct 18%)

Day Event Time

Sunday, Oct. 11th 20th Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am
HSS Yoga 10:00 am

Monday, Oct. 12th Blood Drive 1:45 - 7:45 pm

Tuesday, Oct. 13th Back to Basics 7:00 pm

Wednesday, Oct. 14th  NA 7:00 pm

Thursday, Oct. 15% Property Committee Mtng 7:30 pm

Sunday, Oct. 18th 21st Sunday after Pentecost Holy Communion 9:00 am

Congregational Meeting Following Worship




Parish Prayer List
If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to
the Prayer List, please call the office. Please remember to keep the office updated.

Pray For Our Congregation
Kate Ahlers

Bill Artus

Christine Carlson

Dottie Eberhardt

Barbara Engert

Richard Engert

Jan Mosebach

Ilona Riggers

Ilse Zeeck

Pray For Our Families
Family and Friends of Marie Adamski (Aunt of Dottie Eberhardt)

Janet and Fred Barrell (Sister and Brother-in-law of Paul and Susan Portz)
Scott Berman (Cousin of Laureen Aiello)

Peter Denning (Son-in-law of Lois Angstadt)

James Ebersberger (Brother of Jane Ebersberger)

Sean Paul Farris (Son of Melanie Farris)

Helen Feeney (Mother of John Feeney)

Arleen Grimm (Cousin of Maureen O’Brien)

Sam Maurer (Grandson of Nan and Bob Maurer)

Bernd Pfeiffer (Brother of Christel LaVorgna)

Laura Panaro (Mother of Laureen Aiello)

Jean Riolo (Mother of Christine Carlson)

Cecelia and Bruce Rudd (Cousins of Bob Maurer)

Steve Scala (Cousin of Laureen Aiello)

Lynn Sicilia (Sister of Bill Artus)

Susan Svensen (Cousin of Dottie Eberhardt and Daughter to Marie Adamski)
Joann Tingwall (Mother and Mother-in-law of Neil and Tanya Tingwall)




Pray For Our Friends
Red Abrams (Friend of Laureen Aiello)

Jennifer Amiruddin (Friend of Maureen O’Brien)

Friends and Family of Otis Banks (Friend of Allison Barone)
Bill (Friend of Bob & Nan Maurer)

Alice Brahs (Friend of Maureen O’Brien)

Family & Friends of Bebe Chacko (Friend of Laureen Aiello)
Michael Garofalo (Friend of Kerri Staton)

Ellen Grace (High school friend of Joan Hagner)

Kathleen Hagen (Friend of the Panaro and Aiello Families)
Carol Heinz (Friend of Joan Hagner)

John Judge (Friend of Jane Ebersberger)

Jenn Logan and her Mother Barbara (Friends of Janet Muller)
Family and Friends of Rich McDermott (Friend of the Mosebachs)
Ellen Motoi (Friend of Maureen O’Brien)

Bruce Muhlenbruck (Friend of The LaVorgna Family)

Paul (Friend of Allison Barone)

Betty, John and Mary Beth Ott (Friends of Jane Ebersberger)
Richard & Gertrude Abele (Friends of Joan Hagner)




