Sunday, October 25, 2026
Reformation Sunday

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church
must always be reformed in order to live out the love of
Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good
news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every
day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the
freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that
Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.

WELCOME! We are glad to have you join us in worship today. Here are a few notes to
help you feel more at home participating in our worship.

Worshipping. Today’s service is printed in this bulletin. Parts in bold indicate responses
by everyone in which you are invited to participate.

Communion. Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his true
body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All baptized
Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to receive the
sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available from the
Lector. Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. Please come forward
as directed by the ushers.

Coffee Hour. We hope that you will join us for drinks, treats and conversation in the lobby
following the worship service.

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
270 South Broadway | Hicksville NY 11801
Church Office: Monday - Friday 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Church Office: 516.931.0710
Pastor Moira Ahearne 917.327.2119, (email ahearnem44(@gmail.com)

Barbara Barcavage, Church Council President (email ststephenstreasurer 1 @gmail.com)
Kate Lenzo, Parish Administrator (email office@ststephenshicksville.com)
Mason Griffin, Minister of Music
Church Website www.ststephenshicksville.com
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StStephensHicksvilleNY




M GATHERING &

As the prelude begins, we invite you to conclude your conversations and join us in a
spirit of reverence as we prepare to worship together.

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELL

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who looks upon us in compassion, forgives our
sin, and heals our lives. C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Pause for silent reflection.

P Have mercy, O God, C against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your
compassion, cleanse us from our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new heart
and give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, but fill us with your Holy Spirit
and restore your joy within us. Amen.

P As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for us. As high as heaven is
above earth, so vast is God’s love for us. As far as east is from west, so far God removes
our sin from us, renewing our life through Jesus Christ. Blessed be God who crowns us
with mercy and love. C Blessed be God forever.



GATHERING SONG: CITY OF GOD ~DAN SCHUTTE
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Verse 3
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GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. C And also with you.

KYRIE (ACSP.31)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews
the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all
enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. C Amen.

M WORD X

FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 31:31-34
A reading from Jeremiah.

I The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. * It will not be like the covenant that I made with
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. ** But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. ** No longer shall they teach one another or say to each other,
“Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says
the LORD, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more.

... The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.



PSALM: PSALM 46:7
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'God is our ref- | uge and strength, a very present ! help in trouble.

’ Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, and though the mountains
shake in the depths ! of the sea;

I though its waters | rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult.
*There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, the holy habitation of !
the Most High.

?God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; God shall help it at the | break of
day.

°The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth | melts
away. R

"The LORD of | hosts is with us; the God of Jacob ! is our stronghold.

® Come now, regard the works ! of the LORD, what desolations God has brought up-
on the earth;

’behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; who breaks the bow, and
shatters the spear, and burns the ! shields with fire.

'0<«Be still, then, and know that ' I am God; I will be exalted among the nations; I
will be exalted ! in the earth.”

"' The LoRD of I hosts is with us; the God of Jacob ! is our stronghold. R

SECOND READING: ROMANS 3:19-28
A reading from Romans.

Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to God.

Y For no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through

the law comes the knowledge of sin.

I But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is
attested by the Law and the Prophets, * the righteousness of God through the faith of
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, ** since all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God; ** they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, > whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement
by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness,



because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; *° it
was to demonstrate at the present time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and
he justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus.

*"Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of
works? No, rather through the law of faith. ** For we hold that a person is justified by
faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

... The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: JOHN 8:31-36
P The holy gospel according to John. C Glory to you, O Lord.

31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are
truly my disciples, ** and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”
** They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

¥ Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to
sin. *° The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place
there forever. °° So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
... The gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD (ELW 504)
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress



APOSTLES’ CREED
A With the whole Church, we confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the
world.

A As we celebrate Reformation Sunday, we remember the witness of Martin Luther and
the reformers of the church in every generation. Empower us to continue the work of reform
and renewal in our own day. Hear us, O God. C Your mercy is great.

A We pray for the healing of natural places despoiled by pollution and human greed. Give
all living creatures access to safe land, water, and air. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

A We pray for our criminal justice systems and all those whose lives are affected by them.
Give wisdom and discernment to police, probation officers, judges, and attorneys; give
courage and peace to prisoners and the formerly incarcerated. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A We ask your blessing upon all people who have been harmed by the church and its
leaders, that the truth may make them free. We pray for the relief of all those who are sick
or suffering. Hear us, O God. C Your mercy is great.

A We give thanks for those exploring or returning to a life of faith. Encourage and guide
them, that they may find their hope in you. Hear us, O God. C Your mercy is great.

A With gratitude, we remember those disciples who paved the way for us and all of our
beloved dead. Hear us, O God. C Your mercy is great.

A Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in
our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. C Amen.



PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you.
P Let us offer each other a sign of peace.

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS ANNOUNCEMENTS

H MEAL H

OFFERING SONG: BE THOU MY VisioN (ELW 793)
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pOW’T.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray. God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is
sure. Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the
gifts we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the
world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. C Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

P The Lord be with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

C And also with you.
C Wellift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HoLy, HoLY, HOLY (ACS P. 36)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P O God triune, how majestic is your name in all the earth. Over the eons your merciful
might evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. Here by your wisdom are both life and death,
growth and decay, the nest and the hunt, sunshine and storm, darkness and light. Sustained
by these wonders, we creatures of dust join in the ancient song: The earth is full of your
glory. C The earth is full of your glory.

P O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. In Christ you bring life from
death; we remember his cross, we laud his resurrection. Broken like bread, he enlivens our
body. Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. Receiving this mystery, we
mortals sing our song: The earth is full of your glory. C The earth is full of your glory.

P We praise you for the heart of Jesus, so filled with your love for this earth. On the night
in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

P Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

P Gathered around this table, we your children unite in this song: The earth is full of your
glory. C The earth is full of your glory.

P O God triune, you create the worlds, you uphold the living, you embrace the dead. Send
forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. Strengthen us for our journey with this
meal, the body and blood of Christ. Give us a future that trusts in you and cares for your
earth. Empowered by your promises, we rise from our deaths to praise you again: The earth

is full of your glory. C The earth is full of your glory.
P Amen, and Amen. C Amen, and Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. C Thanks be to God.
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: THE CHURCH'S ONE FOUNDATION (ELW 654)
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1 The church’s one foun-da - tion 1is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2 E - lect from ev-'ry na - tion, yet one o’er all the earth,
3 Though with a scorn-ful won - der this world sees her op- pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la - tion and tu - mult of her war,
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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she is his new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her <char-ter of sal - va - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms. .rent a - sund - er, by her - e - sies dis - tressed,
she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys-tic sweetcom - mu - nion with those whose rest is  won.
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From heav’n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly  food,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”
till  with the vi- sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav’n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-’ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray. Living God, as the disciples ate and drank with their risen Lord, we have
been nourished with the very presence of Christ. Through this meal may we be
strengthened to keep your word and to proclaim the power of your love in Jesus Christ our
Savior. C Amen.

M SENDING ¥

BLESSING
P The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and your minds
in & Christ Jesus. C Amen.

SENDING SONG: BuiLDp US Up, LORD (ELW 670)
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DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Share the good news.

C Thanks be to God.



Upcoming Commemorations

Philipp Nicolai, died 1608; Johann Heermann, died 1647; Paul Gerhardt, died 1676;
hymnwriters

Monday, October 26, 2026

These great hymnwriters all worked in seventeenth-century Germany in times of war and
plague. Nicolai, a pastor, lost 1,300 parishioners to plague, 170 in one week. He wrote "O
Morning Star, how fair and bright" and "Wake, awake, for night is flying." Heermann's
hymns, including "Ah, holy Jesus," often express the emotions of faith. Gerhardt, perhaps
the greatest Lutheran hymnwriter, was a pastor in Berlin.

Simon and Jude, Apostles

Wednesday, October 28, 2026

We know little about these apostles. Simon is listed as "the zealot" or Cananean in New
Testament lists. Jude, also called Thaddeus, asked Jesus at the last supper why he had
revealed himself to the disciples but not to the world.

Reformation Day

Saturday, October 31, 2026

By the end of the seventeenth century, many Lutheran churches celebrated a festival
commemorating Martin Luther's posting of the Ninety-five Theses, a summary of abuses
in the church of his time. At the heart of the reform movement was the gospel, the good
news that it is by grace through faith that we are justified and set free.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS | October 25, 2026

Sanctuary Lamp Candle for October is given to the glory of God,
in Memory of Ed Dressler by Loretta Dressler, and in Memory of
Sophie O’Brien by the O Brien Family

Altar Flowers for today are given to the glory of God, and in
Memory of Ed Dressler by Loretta Dressler

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
O?/Elp,p@ @{LW%%&W Lauren & Bill Artus - October 28th
STEWARDSHIP DRIVE

%  Please keep an eye on your mailbox! Information about our Annual Pledge Drive
will be arriving soon. This is a vital part of how we plan our ministry, outreach,
and operations for the year ahead.

%  We invite you to prayerfully consider how you can support the mission and work
of our church in the coming year. Your faithful generosity helps us continue sharing
God’s love in our community and beyond. Thank you for your continued support
and stewardship!

AED/CPR TRAINING
%  Location - Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
2025 Washington Ave, Seaford, NY 11783
¥  Date/Time - November 3™ | 9 AM - 3 PM - Lunch will be provided.
% Please see Barbara Barcavage if you're planning to attend.

MINISTRY & UPCOMING EVENTS

¥ MOVIE TIME - DOLLY PARTON'S COAT OF MANY COLORS - TODAY!
Sunday October 25" 2 PM - in the Pastor’s L.ounge
Dolly Parton’s Coat of Many Colors is a heartwarming, family-friendly film inspired by
Dolly’s childhood in rural Tennessee. Growing up in a large, close-knit family with little
money, young Dolly learns about love, faith, loss, and resilience—and discovers that the
greatest riches in life have little to do with what you own. JOIN US!!!
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THE CHOSEN - COME AND SEE
Next Scheduled Date: November 4™ at 2:00 PM in the Pastor’s Lounge - “The Chosen”
offers an intimate look at the lives of Jesus and those around him, bringing the Bible to
life through this historical drama. At each meeting, we’ll watch one episode, followed by
a discussion of the Scripture that inspired it.

% LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION! JOIN THE CHURCH STREAMING TEAM!

Have you ever wanted to be part of the team that helps bring our worship services to
people wherever they are? We're looking for volunteers to join our Church Streaming
Team! Don't worry if you've never done anything like this before. Whether you are tech-
savvy or just willing to learn, we'd love to have you on board. Interested volunteers
should connect with Allison Barone, who will walk you through everything and get you
comfortable with the process. & Email: allison.barone@gmail.com B Call or Text: 917-
697-6811.

% ALTAR FLOWERS & SANCTUARY CANDLE

A chart on the lobby bulletin board allows us to designate weekly Sunday service altar
flowers or the monthly sanctuary lamp candle as special memorial or in honor of gifts.
Use the envelopes provided to forward the gift ($25.00 for flowers; $15.00 for candle).
Be sure to include information concerning who is being honored or memorialized by
your gift as well as your name, address and telephone number. You may also contact the
church office at 516.931.0710.

SERVING AT WORSHIP TODAY - SUNDAY, 9:00 AM

Assisting Minister Kevin Dolan Greeter Maureen O’Brien

Lector Bill Artus Musical Director Mason Griffin

Ushers e Lal}ren Artus & Audio/Visual Tyler LaVorgna
Kevin Barcavage

Altar Guild . Jane Ebersberger

PARISH CALENDAR THIS WEEK (Oct. 18" - Oct. 25"

Day Event Time

Sunday, Oct. 25th  Reformation Sunday Holy Communion 9:00 am
HSS Yoga 10:00 am
Movie Time! 2:00 pm

Tues, Oct. 27th Back to Basics 7:00 pm

Wed, Oct. 28th NA 7:00 pm

Thurs, Oct. 29th CMA Using Social Hall 4:00 - 7:00 pm

Sunday, Nov. 1st All Saints Day Holy Communion 9:00 am
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PARISH PRAYER LIST

If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to
the Prayer List, please call the office. Please remember to keep the office updated.

PRAY FOR OUR CONGREGATION

Kate Ahlers

Bill Artus

Joseph Barone
Christine Carlson
Dottie Eberhardt
Barbara Engert
Richard Engert
Jan Mosebach
Ilona Riggers

Ilse Zeeck

PRAY FOR OUR FAMILIES

Family & Friends of Fred Barrell (Brother-in-law of Paul & Susan Portz)
Scott Berman (Cousin of Laureen Aiello)

Peter Denning (Son-in-law of Lois Angstadt)

James Ebersberger (Brother of Jane Ebersberger)

Sean Paul Farris (Son of Melanie Farris)

Helen Feeney (Mother of John Feeney)

Arleen Grimm (Cousin of Maureen O’Brien)

Sam Maurer (Grandson of Nan and Bob Maurer)

Bernd Pfeiffer (Brother of Christel LaVorgna)

Laura Panaro (Mother of Laureen Aiello)

Jean Riolo (Mother of Christine Carilson)

Cecelia and Bruce Rudd (Cousins of Bob Maurer)

Steve Scala (Cousin of Laureen Aiello)

Lynn Sicilia (Sister of Bill Artus)

Susan Svensen (Cousin of Dottie Eberhardy)

Joann Tingwall (Mother and Mother-in-law of Neil and Tanya Tingwall)
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PRAY FOR OUR FRIENDS

Red Abrams (Friend of Laureen Aiello)

Jennifer Amiruddin (Friend of Maureen O’Brien)

Friends and Family of Otis Banks (Friend of Allison Barone)
Bill (Friend of Bob & Nan Maurer)

Alice Brahs (Friend of Maureen O’Brien)

Family & Friends of Bebe Chacko (Friend of Laureen Aiello)
Michael Garofalo (Friend of Kerri Staton)

Ellen Grace (High school friend of Joan Hagner)

Kathleen Hagen (Friend of the Panaro and Aiello Families)
Carol Heinz (Friend of Joan Hagner)

John Judge (Friend of Jane Ebersberger)

Jenn Logan and her Mother Barbara (Friends of Janet Muller)
Family and Friends of Rich McDermott (Friend of the Mosebachs)
Ellen Motoi (Friend of Maureen O’Brien)

Bruce Muhlenbruck (Friend of The LaVorgna Family)

Paul (Friend of Allison Barone)

Betty, John and Mary Beth Ott (Friends of Jane Ebersberger)
Richard & Gertrude Abele (Friends of Joan Hagner)
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