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Sunday, October 25, 2020  

Reformation Sunday 

Holy Communion 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church 

must always be reformed in order to live out the love of 

Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good 

news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day 

to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom 

given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that 

Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

 

WELCOME! We are glad to have you join us in worship today. Here are a few notes to 

help you feel more at home participating in our worship. 

 

Worshiping. Today’s service is printed in this bulletin. Parts in bold indicate responses by 

everyone in which you are invited to participate.   

 

Adjustments to our service. In order to comply with safety and social distancing 

guidelines, it will be mandatory that everyone have a face covering and everyone must be 

mindful of keeping their distance from others.  Please refrain from mingling in confined 

spaces before and/or after service. 

 

Other adjustments are: 

 

 Congregational singing is discouraged.  If you feel you must, please sing softly with 

your mask in place. 

 The sign of the PEACE will be offered by a wave or bow while staying in place.   

 The OFFERING PLATE will not be passed or brought forward.  It will be in the 

back of the sanctuary instead.   

 If this is a service of HOLY COMMUNION, communion elements will be available 

as you exit the sanctuary. 

 At the conclusion of the service, everyone is asked to remain in their pew.  Ushers 

will dismiss people by row to maintain safe spacing. 

 The Sanctuary, Narthex and Broadway lobby are the only areas open.  All other 

areas of St. Stephen’s are closed. 

 

Prayer Requests. Please call the office if you’d like to place someone on our prayer list. 
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PRELUDE:  How Great Thou Art 

 

  

+ GATHERING + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 
 

P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

C  Amen. 

 

P  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 

sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C  Amen. 

 

P  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P  Most merciful God, 

C  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

GATHERING SONG:  Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace   (ELW 716) 

All are invited to listen. 

 

Lord, of all nations grant me grace 

to love all people, every race; 

and in each person may I see 

my kindred, loved, redeemed by thee. 

 

GREETING 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

P  Be still! 

C  We come to quiet ourselves in this haven of holiness. 

P  Be still and know... 

C  we come to discern the Word which can set us free. 

P  Be still and know that God is 

C  our Hope, our Help, our Refuge, and our Redeemer.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P  Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews 

the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them 

steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all 

enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C  Amen. 

 

+ WORD + 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the 

people to live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the 

poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD 

will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 

 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
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31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with 

their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will 

put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 

shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know 

the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the 

LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

…The word of the Lord.   C  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM:  PSALM 46 

The psalm for the day is read responsively.  The lector will read the plain text and all are 

invited to read the text in bold. 

 

 1God is our ref- | uge and strength, 

  a very present | help in trouble. 

 2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 

 3though its waters | rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 

 4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 

  the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the | break of day. 

 6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth | melts away. 
 7The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 

 8Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 

  what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 
 9behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 

 10“Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.” 
 11The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
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SECOND READING:  Romans 3:19-28 

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation 

leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We 

are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in 

Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith 

in Jesus Christ. 

 

A reading from Romans. 

 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so 

that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 
20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for 

through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 

  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested 

by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all 

who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory 

of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he 

had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he 

himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 

  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, 

but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works 

prescribed by the law. 

…The word of the Lord.   C  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL:  John 8:31-36 

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He 

reveals the truth that sets people free from sin. 

 

P  The holy gospel according to John. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are 

truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They 

answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. 

What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 

sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place 

there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

…The gospel of the Lord.   C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  Great God, Your Love Has Called Us   (ELW 358) 

All are invited to stand and listen as the Word of God is proclaimed in song. 

 

Great God, your love has called us here 

as we, by love, for love were made. 

Your living likeness still we bear, 

though marred, dishonored, disobeyed. 

We come, with all our heart and mind 

your call to hear, your love to find. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

A  With the whole church, we confess our faith. 

C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A  With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

those in need. 

 

A brief silence. 
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A  Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is 

in error, reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is 

divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

 

A  As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this 

planet as a holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering 

from natural disasters of any kind.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

 

A  Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. 

Free all from slavery and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

 

A  Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing 

touch to those who are ill.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

 

A  In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in 

their commitment to the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, 

unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

 

A  Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our 

ancestors who have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who 

work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

 

A  Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C  Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.  

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C  And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace with a wave or bow while 

staying in place. 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE:  O God You Search Me 
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+ MEAL + 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, 

that by this Holy Communion we may know 

the unity we share with all your people 

in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C  Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Communion will be distributed at the conclusion of our worship service as you exit the 

sanctuary.  After the presiding minister hands you the wafer, take one individual cup of 

wine or juice, partake of communion and dispose of the used cup. 

 

+ SENDING + 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

P  The God of steadfastness and encouragement 

grant you to live in harmony with one another, 

in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

C  Amen. 

 

P  The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

 

P  The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG:  Thy Strong Word   (ELW 511) 

All are invited to listen. 

 

Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 

at thy speaking it was done. 

For created light we thank thee, 

while thine ordered seasons run. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise to thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia without end! 
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DISMISSAL 

A  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

POSTLUDE:  All The Ends of the Earth 

 

 

 

 

Before the Truth Is Finished 
 

“You will know the truth,” Jesus said, “and the truth will make you free” 

(John 8:32).  “The truth will set you free,” David Foster Wallace wrote, “but not until it’s 

finished with you.” 

Before the truth is finished with us, it demands that we admit that we are not already 

free. We are enslaved to sin. This is the part of the truth that Luther called the law: the hard 

part that points out that we are controlled by our fears and desires, our self-absorption and 

self-doubt, our addictions and facades. 

Here’s the truth: You are not your Sunday best or your Facebook profile. You are 

broken, and enslaved by your attempts to cover it up. That can be hard to hear, but until it 

sinks in we are unable to be released and receive the truth of the gospel, the good news of 

grace. 

Today we celebrate Reformation Day, and in the spirit of Martin Luther the church 

must be always reforming, always pointing beyond itself to God’s grace. The temptation is 

always there to settle for so little: a cozy collective of our most presentable selves, the 

right side of social issues, pat answers to incomprehensible mysteries of the universe. 

Jesus’ invitation is to bring the mess that we’re in, the mess that we are. We are called to 

show up as our true selves, fears and regrets and doubts and all. God can handle it. The 

communion of saints—that is, us, the people of God—can handle it. You are loved. You 

are forgiven. You are free. 

The truth of God that sets us free first tears us open. Church can and must be a place 

where we bring our broken-open selves and encounter the healing power of a God who 

sees us, knows us, loves us as we are, and sets us free. 
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